
cal poly business courses
cal poly business courses offer a diverse range of opportunities for students seeking to
enhance their knowledge and skills in the business world. California Polytechnic State
University, commonly known as Cal Poly, is renowned for its rigorous academic programs
and hands-on learning approach. The business courses at Cal Poly cover various
specializations, including management, finance, marketing, and entrepreneurship,
equipping students with the tools they need to succeed in today's competitive job market.
This article delves into the different aspects of Cal Poly business courses, the benefits of
studying at this institution, the specific programs offered, and how these courses prepare
students for their future careers.
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Overview of Cal Poly Business School

The Orfalea College of Business at Cal Poly is distinguished for its commitment to
providing a comprehensive education that emphasizes experiential learning. The college is
accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB), a
recognition that reflects its high standards in business education. The faculty comprises
experienced professionals and scholars who bring real-world insights into the classroom,
ensuring that students receive a relevant and practical education.

Cal Poly's business programs are designed to foster critical thinking and problem-solving
skills, preparing students for the complexities of the global business environment. The
curriculum integrates theory and practice, allowing students to engage in projects,
internships, and case studies that enhance their learning experience.

Types of Business Courses Offered

Cal Poly offers a wide array of business courses that cater to diverse interests and career



aspirations. The programs are structured to provide foundational knowledge as well as
specialized skills in various business domains.

Undergraduate Programs

Undergraduate students can choose from several majors within the business discipline.
The most popular include:

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration

Bachelor of Science in Accounting

Bachelor of Science in Finance

Bachelor of Science in Marketing

Bachelor of Science in Information Systems

Each of these programs offers a unique blend of core business principles and specialized
courses tailored to the respective field. For instance, the Accounting program focuses on
financial reporting, taxation, and auditing, while the Marketing program emphasizes
consumer behavior and digital marketing strategies.

Graduate Programs

For those seeking advanced education, Cal Poly offers graduate courses, including an
MBA program that is designed for working professionals. The MBA program emphasizes
leadership, strategic thinking, and innovation, preparing graduates for executive roles in
various industries.

Benefits of Studying Business at Cal Poly

Choosing Cal Poly for business studies comes with numerous advantages. The university's
learn-by-doing philosophy is a hallmark of its education approach, allowing students to
apply their knowledge in practical settings.

Hands-On Learning Experience

Cal Poly emphasizes experiential learning through internships, cooperative education, and



real-world projects. These opportunities enable students to gain invaluable experience and
build a robust professional network before graduation.

Strong Industry Connections

The university has established strong ties with various industries, facilitating networking
opportunities and internships for students. These connections often lead to job placements
and collaborative projects that enhance the educational experience.

Innovative Curriculum

The business curriculum at Cal Poly is regularly updated to reflect current industry trends
and practices. This ensures that students are equipped with the latest knowledge and
skills needed to thrive in the workforce.

Career Opportunities for Business Graduates

Graduates of Cal Poly's business programs are well-prepared to enter the job market, and
they often find themselves in high-demand roles across various sectors. The skills gained
through the business courses provide a competitive edge in the following fields:

Finance and Investment Banking

Marketing and Advertising

Management Consulting

Entrepreneurship and Startups

Supply Chain and Operations Management

Many Cal Poly alumni have achieved significant success in their careers, demonstrating
the effectiveness of the education they received. The university's strong reputation in the
business community further enhances the employability of its graduates.

How to Apply for Cal Poly Business Courses

Applying to Cal Poly's business programs involves several steps. Prospective students



must meet the admission requirements and submit their applications within the
designated timelines.

Admission Requirements

Generally, applicants need to provide academic transcripts, standardized test scores (if
applicable), personal statements, and letters of recommendation. The criteria may vary
slightly depending on the specific program.

Application Process

The application process typically includes:

Completing the online application form.1.

Submitting required documents and test scores.2.

Paying the application fee.3.

Participating in an interview (if required).4.

It is essential for applicants to keep track of deadlines and ensure that all materials are
submitted on time to enhance their chances of admission.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are the most popular business majors at Cal
Poly?
A: The most popular business majors at Cal Poly include Business Administration,
Accounting, Finance, Marketing, and Information Systems. Each program offers a unique
focus to cater to various career paths.

Q: Does Cal Poly offer online business courses?
A: Yes, Cal Poly offers online business courses and programs, allowing flexibility for
students who may be working or have other commitments.



Q: What is the learn-by-doing philosophy at Cal Poly?
A: The learn-by-doing philosophy at Cal Poly emphasizes experiential learning, where
students engage in hands-on projects, internships, and real-world applications of their
studies.

Q: How does Cal Poly support students in finding
internships?
A: Cal Poly has a comprehensive career services center that assists students in finding
internships through job fairs, employer connections, and resume workshops.

Q: Are there opportunities for international business
studies at Cal Poly?
A: Yes, Cal Poly offers various international business programs, including study abroad
opportunities, which allow students to gain global perspectives on business practices.

Q: What resources are available for business students at
Cal Poly?
A: Resources for business students include academic advising, tutoring services, career
counseling, and access to business-related clubs and organizations.

Q: Can graduate students take undergraduate business
courses at Cal Poly?
A: Yes, graduate students can often take undergraduate business courses to supplement
their education, subject to approval from the program director.

Q: What kind of networking opportunities does Cal Poly
provide for business students?
A: Cal Poly provides networking opportunities through events, guest lectures, alumni
connections, and partnerships with local businesses that facilitate professional
relationships.

Q: How competitive is the admission process for Cal
Poly business courses?
A: The admission process for Cal Poly business courses is competitive, with criteria
including academic performance, test scores, and personal statements being evaluated
thoroughly.



Q: What are the advantages of studying in San Luis
Obispo?
A: Studying in San Luis Obispo offers a vibrant community, beautiful surroundings, and a
climate conducive to both academic and outdoor activities, enhancing the overall college
experience.
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