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business improvement districts california play a crucial role in enhancing urban
environments across the state. These districts, commonly referred to as BIDs, are designed
to foster revitalization, economic growth, and community engagement in urban areas. By
collecting additional taxes from property owners within a defined area, BIDs fund various
services and improvements, including street cleaning, safety patrols, and marketing efforts.
This article delves into the functionality, benefits, and challenges of business improvement
districts in California, while also exploring case studies of successful BIDs.

The following sections will outline the structure and impact of business improvement
districts in California, discussing their formation, governance, funding mechanisms, and
various services they provide. Furthermore, we will examine how these districts contribute
to the overall economic landscape of their respective communities.
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Understanding Business Improvement Districts

Business improvement districts are geographic areas in which businesses work together to
improve their environment and economic conditions. The concept originated in Canada in
the 1970s and has since gained popularity in urban centers around the world, particularly in
the United States. In California, BIDs have become integral to urban development and
community revitalization efforts.

BIDs are established through a petition process by local property owners who express a
desire for enhanced services and improvements in their area. Once established, these
districts allow for the collective pooling of resources to address specific community needs.



The primary objective of BIDs is to create a cleaner, safer, and more attractive
environment, thereby boosting local businesses and attracting visitors.

Formation and Governance of BIDs

Establishing a Business Improvement District

The formation of a business improvement district involves several steps, beginning with a
petition from local property owners. This petition typically requires a specific percentage of
property owners to support the formation of the BID. Once sufficient support is obtained,
the proposal is reviewed and approved by the local government.

Upon approval, a management entity is formed, which is responsible for overseeing the
activities and operations of the BID. This entity can take various forms, including a nonprofit
organization or a special district governed by a board of directors comprised of local
business owners and property owners.

Governance Structure

The governance of BIDs in California varies by district, but most operate under a board of
directors elected by the property owners in the BID. This board is responsible for making
decisions regarding budgets, services, and overall direction. Regular meetings are held to
ensure transparency and accountability to the stakeholders.

Funding Mechanisms for BIDs

Business improvement districts are funded primarily through assessments levied on
property owners within the district. These assessments are typically calculated based on
property size, use, or a combination of factors. The funds collected are then allocated to
various projects and services aimed at improving the district.

Types of Funding Sources

In addition to property assessments, BIDs may explore other funding sources, including:

e Grants from local, state, or federal government agencies

e Partnerships with private businesses and organizations



e Event sponsorships and fundraising activities

These diverse funding sources allow BIDs to implement a wide range of initiatives that
benefit the community and enhance the local economy.

Services Provided by Business Improvement
Districts

Business improvement districts offer a variety of services designed to create a more vibrant
and attractive environment for businesses and visitors. Common services provided by BIDs
include:

e Street cleaning and maintenance

Public safety initiatives, including security patrols

Marketing and promotional activities to attract visitors

Community events and festivals

Landscaping and beautification projects

These services not only enhance the aesthetics of the district but also contribute to a sense
of community and safety, encouraging more foot traffic and business activity.

Impact of BIDs on Communities

The establishment of business improvement districts has significant positive impacts on the
communities they serve. By pooling resources and focusing on common goals, BIDs can
achieve results that individual businesses may struggle to accomplish alone.

Some of the key impacts of BIDs include:

e Increased property values due to improved infrastructure and amenities
e Higher levels of foot traffic leading to increased sales for local businesses

e Enhanced community engagement through events and initiatives



e Improved safety and cleanliness, creating a more inviting atmosphere

Overall, BIDs contribute to the economic vitality and overall quality of life in urban areas
throughout California.

Challenges Faced by Business Improvement
Districts

While business improvement districts offer numerous benefits, they also face several
challenges that can hinder their effectiveness. Some common issues include:

Resistance from property owners who may not see the value of additional
assessments

Difficulty in maintaining consistent funding during economic downturns

Balancing the interests of diverse stakeholders within the district

Regulatory and bureaucratic hurdles in establishing and managing BIDs

Addressing these challenges requires effective communication and collaboration among
stakeholders, as well as a commitment to the long-term vision of the district.

Case Studies of Successful BIDs in California

Several business improvement districts in California have demonstrated significant success
in enhancing their communities. Notable examples include:

Downtown Los Angeles BID

The Downtown Los Angeles BID has played a pivotal role in revitalizing the downtown area,
focusing on cleanliness, safety, and marketing efforts. The BID has successfully organized
community events that attract thousands of visitors and has implemented public safety
measures that have significantly reduced crime rates.



San Francisco's Union Square BID

The Union Square BID in San Francisco is another exemplary district, known for its vibrant
atmosphere and robust marketing initiatives. The BID collaborates with local businesses to
host events and promote shopping in the area, contributing to increased foot traffic and
economic growth.

Future of Business Improvement Districts in
California

The future of business improvement districts in California appears promising, with ongoing
interest from communities seeking to enhance their local environments. As urban areas
continue to evolve, BIDs will likely adapt their strategies to address emerging challenges
such as sustainability, technological advancements, and changing consumer preferences.

Furthermore, BIDs will increasingly focus on inclusivity and collaboration, ensuring that the
voices of all stakeholders are heard in the decision-making process. This adaptability will be
crucial for BIDs to remain relevant and effective in fostering vibrant urban spaces.

Q: What is a Business Improvement District (BID)?

A: A Business Improvement District (BID) is a defined area where businesses come together
to fund services and improvements that enhance their environment and economic
conditions.

Q: How are BIDs funded?

A: BIDs are primarily funded through assessments levied on property owners within the
district, supplemented by grants and partnerships.

Q: What services do BIDs typically provide?

A: Services provided by BIDs often include street cleaning, public safety measures,
marketing, community events, and landscaping.

Q: What are the benefits of establishing a BID?

A: Benefits include increased property values, higher foot traffic, enhanced community
engagement, and improved safety and cleanliness.



Q: What challenges do BIDs face?

A: Challenges include resistance from property owners, funding difficulties during economic
downturns, and balancing diverse stakeholder interests.

Q: Can BIDs contribute to community revitalization?

A: Yes, BIDs play a significant role in community revitalization by enhancing the urban
environment and supporting local businesses.

Q: How is a BID established in California?

A: A BID is established through a petition process by local property owners, followed by
approval from the local government.

Q: What is the governance structure of a BID?

A: BIDs are usually governed by a board of directors elected by property owners,
responsible for overseeing activities and budgets.

Q: Are there successful examples of BIDs in California?

A: Yes, examples include the Downtown Los Angeles BID and the Union Square BID in San
Francisco, which have successfully revitalized their areas.

Q: What is the future of BIDs in California?

A: The future of BIDs looks promising, with a focus on adaptability, inclusivity, and
addressing emerging urban challenges.
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districts (BIDs) have received a very mixed reception. To some, they are innovative examples of
self-governance and public-private partnerships; to others, they are yet another example of the
movement toward the privatization of what should be inherent government responsibilities. Among
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the first books to present a collection of scholarly work on the subject, Business Improvement
Districts: Research, Theories, and Controversies brings together renowned leaders in the field to
compile the highest-quality theoretical, legal, and empirical studies into one comprehensive volume.
Investigating fundamental concerns at the core of the debate, as well as potential solutions, this
groundbreaking resource: Tackles the need for improved problem solving and efficiency in service
delivery Examines new and innovative policy tools for both the public and private sectors Evaluates
whether BIDs do ignore the needs and voices of residential property owners Discusses the challenge
created by social segregation in cities Addresses lack of accountability by BIDs to the public and
elected representatives From different perspectives, leading practitioners and academics analyze
the pros and cons of BIDs both in the United States and around the world. They look at their impact
on urban planning and retail revitalization, consider their legal implications, and explore ways to
measure BID performance. Filled with case studies of urban centers including San Diego, Atlanta,
New York, Toronto, and Capetown, and state models such as New Jersey and Pennsylvania, this
examination bring together essential information for researchers as well as those leaders and policy
makers looking to adopt a BID model or improve one already in place.

business improvement districts california: Business Improvement Districts(BIDs) Lisa
Pagéan, 1999

business improvement districts california: Business Improvement Districts and the
Shape of American Cities Jerry Mitchell, 2009-01-01 Jerry Mitchell provides a comprehensive
analysis of business improvement districts (BIDs)—public-private partnerships that shape city places
into enticing destinations for people to work, live, and have fun. Responsible for the revitalization of
New York's Times Square and Seattle's Pioneer Square, BIDs operate in large cities and small towns
throughout the United States. Mitchell examines the reasons for their emergence, the ways they are
organized and financed, the types of services they provide, their performance, their advantages and
disadvantages, and their future prospects.

business improvement districts california: Unveiling Hidden Districts Leah Brooks, 2016
I use the results of a survey on the adoption patterns of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in the
state of California to begin filling a gap in our understanding of the role and prominence of the
broader class of special assessment districts. A BID is formed when a majority of merchants or
property owners in a commercial neighborhood votes in favor of a package of local taxes and
expenditures; once passed, assessments are legally binding on all members of the commercial
neighborhood. I find that roughly half of all larger cities in California have at least one BID; among
the universe of cities in four Southern California counties, that figure falls to about one-fifth. I
combine the survey data with demographic, institutional and political data and find that BID
adoption modestly increases in residential heterogeneity and more strongly decreases in a city's
year of incorporation, which I interpret as a measure of the importance of the collective action
problem in older commercial neighborhoods.

business improvement districts california: Business Improvement Districts Lawrence O.
Houstoun, Paul R. Levy, 2003 Learn how BIDs work, how they have evolved, and why they have been
succesful at increasing property values and improving economic conditions, both downtown and in
suburban business districts--Book jacket.

business improvement districts california: The Business Improvement District
Movement Seth A. Grossman, 2016-06-20 This comprehensive book covers the theory and practice
of Business Improvement Districts or BIDs - partnerships between local communities and
governments established to revitalize neighborhoods and catalyze economic development in a
region. In this book, author Seth Grossman demonstrates the ways in which BIDs work, pull
stakeholders together, and acquire funds to manage the difficult process of community revitalization
especially in urbanized, threatened town centers. BIDs also blur traditional lines between public and
private organizations, and their governance raises critical new questions about democratic
representation, accountability, transparency, and responsiveness. As this book illustrates, BID
managers act as public entrepreneurs, and management in the public realm requires community



development skills (community planning, organization and leadership) and economic expertise (jobs,
business development, housing and public infrastructure). Through an in-depth examination of
Business Improvement Districts and their managers we begin to see that the future of public
administration might no longer be contained behind the walls of formal government, with an
increasing number of public administrators defining and creating public solutions to real life
commercial problems. This book is essential reading for all practicing urban and regional
administrators and government officials, as well as students studying public administration, public
management, and urban and regional politics.

business improvement districts california: Climate Adaptation Finance and Investment
in California Jesse M. Keenan, 2018-10-26 This book serves as a guide for local governments and
private enterprises as they navigate the unchartered waters of investing in climate change
adaptation and resilience. This book serves not only as a resource guide for identifying potential
funding sources but also as a roadmap for asset management and public finance processes. It
highlights practical synergies between funding mechanisms, as well as the conflicts that may arise
between varying interests and strategies. While the main focus of this work is on the State of
California, this book offers broader insights for how states, local governments and private
enterprises can take those critical first steps in investing in society’s collective adaptation to climate
change.

business improvement districts california: Business Improvement Districts in the United
States Abraham Unger, 2016-11-12 This book examines how privatization has transformed cities,
particularly through the role of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) in the revitalization of
America’s downtown. These public-private partnerships between property owners and municipal
government have developed retail strips across the United States into lifestyle and commercial hubs.
BIDs are non-profit community organizations with the public power to tax and spend on services in
their districts, but they are unelected bodies often operating in the shadows of local government.
They work as agents of economic development, but are they democratic? What can we learn from
BIDs about the accountability of public-private partnerships, and how they impact our lives as
citizens? Unger explores these questions of local democracy and urban political economy in this age
of rampant privatization and the reinvention of neighborhoods.

business improvement districts california: Mobile Urbanism Eugene McCann, Kevin Ward,
2011 How knowledge and power flow between places and impact cities worldwide.

business improvement districts california: The Future of the City Centre Bob Giddings,
Robert ] Rogerson, 2022-12-30 The Future of the City Centre: Global Perspectives debates future
directions. It looks beyond the post-industrial, post-commercial, and post-retail city centres to
examine differing visions of the future form and function of the urban core. This theme and the
related sub-topics will assist the development of future city models and help to contextualise urban
change. The in-depth research covers not only urban form and the re-use of the built heritage but
also the provision for cultural events and different forms of entertainment that will offer vitality,
together with visitors and responsible tourism. City authorities are starting to realise that structural
changes are happening in city centres, as their influence is declining, and therefore new forms of
governance will be needed. The book is based on an international research network hosting four
symposia over 24 months. They took place in four cities in four different continents to encompass a
world view of developed and developing countries. This book offers theoretical and practical
perspectives from leading thinkers, academics, and practitioners, drawing on thematic issues
explored across four international cities: Newcastle, UK; Newcastle, Australia; Pretoria-Tshwane,
South Africa; and Jodo Pessoa, Brazil. It draws on a wider set of global examples to reveal the shared
issues and pressures being brought to bear on city centres and the diversity of responses being
undertaken to ensure their long-term future. The book includes illustrations from cities around the
world, and it is directed at academics, students, and professionals in architecture, planning, urban
design, the built environment, geography, economics, sociology, and cultural studies.

business improvement districts california: Entrepreneurship and the Industry Life



Cycle Serena Cubico, Giuseppe Favretto, Joao Leitao, Uwe Cantner, 2018-06-27 Adopting
evolutionary and behavioral approaches, this volume presents the latest research advances in
knowledge competencies and human capital, as well as the changing structural dynamics,
highlighting their links with entrepreneurial activities. It provides a set of international, benchmark
case studies on initiatives (at the national, regional or individual level) geared towards
entrepreneurship development. Focusing on diverse environments, systems and life cycle stages:
young, established and transition industries and markets; as well as regions, it offers a valuable
guide for scholars and practitioners interested in the interaction of entrepreneurship, knowledge
competencies, human resources management and innovation.

business improvement districts california: Homeless Exclusion Districts Jeffrey Selbin,
Stephanie Campos-Bui, Joshua Epstein, Laura Lim, Shelby Nacino, Paula Wilhlem, Hannah Stommel,
2019 Business improvement districts (“BIDs”) are private entities funded by local property
assessments that play an increasingly large role in managing public space in California cities. First
authorized by state law in the 1960s to help revitalize struggling urban areas, BIDs have grown
considerably in number and influence, especially since 1994 when the State Legislature reduced
public oversight of BIDs and expanded their assessment and spending authority. Today,
approximately 200 California BIDs collect hundreds of millions of dollars annually in compulsory
property assessment revenue, which they spend on a wide range of activities. Researchers and
policymakers have paid little attention to the rise of BIDs and their growing influence on municipal
and state affairs. BIDs typically are located in downtown areas where businesses are concentrated.
These same areas, especially in California, often have a high concentration of homeless people,
including many people who are unsheltered. The interests and activities of BIDs and homeless
people intersect and conflict in several important ways, including in the areas of public policy,
policing practices, and social services. In this report, we share research findings about the
relationship between California BIDs and homelessness. We conducted a literature review, studied
municipal laws that target or disproportionately impact homeless people, researched the legal
framework authorizing BIDs, and surveyed BIDs in California's 69 largest cities. To help interpret
the data from these sources, we conducted in-depth case studies of eleven BIDs in the cities of
Berkeley, Chico, Los Angeles, Oakland, Sacramento, San Diego, and San Francisco, including
analysis of public records, interviews with BID officials, and surveys and interviews of homeless
people. Our key finding is that BIDs exclude homeless people from public spaces in their districts
through policy advocacy and policing practices. BID involvement in social services is experienced by
homeless people as an additional form of policing, surveillance, and harassment. Our findings raise
several legal concerns. When BIDs spend property assessment revenue on local and statewide policy
advocacy, they may violate California law. BID spending on policy advocacy with revenue from
assessments of publicly owned properties raises special statutory and constitutional concerns.
Further, BID policing practices may violate the legal rights of people experiencing homelessness and
expose BIDs to criminal liability. The findings and legal concerns inform several key
recommendations, spelled out in more detail in the report. First, the State Legislature should amend
state laws that grant BIDs broad authority to collect and spend property assessment revenue and to
operate largely independent of government oversight. Second, city governments should provide
more careful scrutiny and regulation of BID activities within their jurisdictions. Finally, BIDs should
assume greater accountability to all district residents and visitors.

business improvement districts california: Policing and the Politics of Order-Making Peter
Albrecht, Helene Maria Kyed, 2014-10-30 This anthology explores the political nature of making
order through policing activities in densely populated spaces across Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Based on ethnographic research, the chapters analyze this complex with respect to marginalized
young men in Haiti, community policing members and national politicians in Swaziland as well as
other individual and collective actors engaged in policing and politics in Indonesia, Swaziland,
Ghana, South Africa, Mexico, Bolivia, Haiti and Sierra Leone. What these contexts have in common
is a plurality of order-making practices. Not one institution monopolizes the means of violence or a



de facto sovereign position to do so. A number of interests are played out simultaneously, entailing
re-negotiations over the very definition of what ‘order’ is. How and by whom a particular order is
enforced is contested, at times violently so, and is therefore inherently political. In the existing
literature on weak states, legal pluralism and policing in the Global South it is seldom made explicit
that making order is a route to power and positions of political decision-making. It is this gap in the
literature that this anthology fills, as it analyses the politics at stake in processes of order-making.

business improvement districts california: Economic Development Commentary , 1997

business improvement districts california: The High Cost of Free Parking Donald Shoup,
2017-10-20 One of the American Planning Association’s most popular and influential books is finally
in paperback, with a new preface from the author on how thinking about parking has changed since
this book was first published. In this no-holds-barred treatise, Donald Shoup argues that free
parking has contributed to auto dependence, rapid urban sprawl, extravagant energy use, and a host
of other problems. Planners mandate free parking to alleviate congestion but end up distorting
transportation choices, debasing urban design, damaging the economy, and degrading the
environment. Ubiquitous free parking helps explain why our cities sprawl on a scale fit more for cars
than for people, and why American motor vehicles now consume one-eighth of the world's total oil
production. But it doesn't have to be this way. Shoup proposes new ways for cities to regulate
parking - namely, charge fair market prices for curb parking, use the resulting revenue to pay for
services in the neighborhoods that generate it, and remove zoning requirements for off-street
parking. Such measures, according to the Yale-trained economist and UCLA planning professor, will
make parking easier and driving less necessary. Join the swelling ranks of Shoupistas by picking up
this book today. You'll never look at a parking spot the same way again.

business improvement districts california: Economics of Crime and Enforcement
Anthony M. Yezer, 2014-12-18 This text is designed for use in a course on the economics of crime in
a variety of settings. Assuming only a previous course in basic microeconomics, this innovative book
is strongly linked to the new theoretical and empirical journal literature. Showing the power of
microeconomics in action, Yezer covers a wide array of topics. There are chapters on the following
topics: benefit-cost and the imprisonment decision, enforcement games, juvenile crime, private
enforcement, economics of 3 strikes law, broken windows strategies, police profiling, and crime in
developing countries. There are also separate chapters on guns, drugs, and capital punishment.
Timely boxed examples are found throughout. Problems at the end of each chapter allow students to
reinforce their microeconomics skills and to gain insight into the way they can be applied to case
examples.

business improvement districts california: Sidewalks Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris, Renia
Ehrenfeucht, 2011-12-09 Examines the evolution of an undervalued urban space and how conflicts
over competing uses—from the right to sit to the right to parade—have been negotiated. Urban
sidewalks, critical but undervalued public spaces, have been sites for political demonstrations and
urban greening, promenades for the wealthy and the well-dressed, and shelterless shelters for the
homeless. On sidewalks, decade after decade, urbanites have socialized, paraded, and played, sold
their wares, and observed city life. These many uses often overlap and conflict, and urban residents
and planners try to include some and exclude others. In this first book-length analysis of the
sidewalk as a distinct public space, Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris and Renia Ehrenfeucht examine the
evolution of the American urban sidewalk and trace conflicts that have arisen over its competing
uses. Drawing on historical and contemporary examples as well as case study research and archival
data from five cities—Boston, Los Angeles, New York, Miami, and Seattle—they discuss the
characteristics of sidewalks as small urban public spaces, and such related issues as the ambiguous
boundaries of their “public” status, contestation over specific uses, control and regulations, and the
implications for First Amendment speech and assembly rights.

business improvement districts california: Spent behind the Wheel Julietta Hua, Kasturi
Ray, 2021-12-21 Exploring professional passenger driving and the gig economy through feminist
theories of labor Are taxi drivers in today’s era of the ride-hail app performing care work akin to



domestic and household labor? So argue the authors of Spent behind the Wheel. Bringing together
sociological and legal perspectives with feminist theoretical insights, Julietta Hua and Kasturi Ray
examine the case study of contemporary professional passenger driving in the United States. On the
one hand, they show, the rise of the gig economy has brought new attention to the industry of
professional passenger driving. On the other hand, the vulnerabilities that professional drivers
experience remain hidden. Drawing on interviews with drivers, labor organizers, and members of
licensing commissions, as well as case law and other published resources, Hua and Ray argue that
working for ride-hail companies like Uber and Lyft shares similarities with driving for taxi companies
in the impact on driver lives. Lyft and Uber sell the idea of industry disruption, but in fact they
entrench long-standing modes of extracting the reproductive labor of their drivers for the benefit of
consumer lives. Reproductive labor—conventionally understood as feminized labor—is extracted, but
masked, behind the masculinized, racialized bodies of drivers. Professional driving is thus best
understood alongside domestic and other gendered service work as reproductive labors devalued
and often demonetized to benefit the national economy. Spent behind the Wheel is a must for
readers interested in critical studies of technological change and the gig economy, showing how
drivers’ capacities are drained for the benefit of riders, corporations, and the maintenance of the
racial state.

business improvement districts california: Real Estate Law Peter Smirniotopoulos,
2016-11-18 Unlike existing textbooks written for law students on specific subjects impacting real
estate transactions, Real Estate Law: Fundamentals for The Development Process uses The
Development Process as a framework for understanding how the U.S. legal system regulates,
facilitates, and generally impacts real estate transactions and their outcomes. This book not only
addresses the nature of specific legal issues directly relating to real estate transactions but also how
those issues may best be identified and addressed in advance. This book breaks down the myriad of
laws influencing the selection, acquisition, development, financing, ownership, and management of
real estate, and presents them in context. Readers of Real Estate Law will gain a practical
understanding, from the perspective of a real property developer or real estate executive, investor,
or lender, of: how to identify potential legal issues before they arise; when to involve a real estate
attorney; how to select an attorney with the appropriate, relevant experience; and how to efficiently
and economically engage and manage legal counsel in addressing real estate issues. Written as a
graduate-level text book, Real Estate Law comes with numerous useful features including a glossary
of terms, chapter summaries, discussion questions, further reading, and a companion website with
instructor resources. It is a resource of great value to real estate and finance professionals, both
with and without law degrees, engaged in one aspect or another of real estate development and
finance, who want to become more conversant in the legal issues impacting these transactions.

business improvement districts california: Transportation Planning Handbook ITE
(Institute of Transportation Engineers), Michael D. Meyer, 2016-08-01 A multi-disciplinary approach
to transportation planning fundamentals The Transportation Planning Handbook is a comprehensive,
practice-oriented reference that presents the fundamental concepts of transportation planning
alongside proven techniques. This new fourth edition is more strongly focused on serving the needs
of all users, the role of safety in the planning process, and transportation planning in the context of
societal concerns, including the development of more sustainable transportation solutions. The
content structure has been redesigned with a new format that promotes a more functionally driven
multimodal approach to planning, design, and implementation, including guidance toward the latest
tools and technology. The material has been updated to reflect the latest changes to major
transportation resources such as the HCM, MUTCD, HSM, and more, including the most current
ADA accessibility regulations. Transportation planning has historically followed the rational planning
model of defining objectives, identifying problems, generating and evaluating alternatives, and
developing plans. Planners are increasingly expected to adopt a more multi-disciplinary approach,
especially in light of the rising importance of sustainability and environmental concerns. This book
presents the fundamentals of transportation planning in a multidisciplinary context, giving readers a



practical reference for day-to-day answers. Serve the needs of all users Incorporate safety into the
planning process Examine the latest transportation planning software packages Get up to date on
the latest standards, recommendations, and codes Developed by The Institute of Transportation
Engineers, this book is the culmination of over seventy years of transportation planning solutions,
fully updated to reflect the needs of a changing society. For a comprehensive guide with practical
answers, The Transportation Planning Handbook is an essential reference.
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