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business card dimensions photoshop is a crucial aspect for anyone looking to create
professional and visually appealing business cards using Adobe Photoshop. Understanding
the correct dimensions is essential for ensuring that the design fits well and appears sharp
in print. This article will cover the standard dimensions for business cards, how to set up
your canvas in Photoshop, best practices for designing business cards, and tips for
exporting your final design. Whether you are a graphic designer or a business owner,
mastering these elements will enhance the quality of your business cards.
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Introduction to Business Card Dimensions
Understanding the dimensions of business cards is vital for creating designs that are not
only visually appealing but also fit within the accepted standards for printing. The most
common business card size is 3.5 inches by 2 inches in the United States, but dimensions
can vary based on location and personal preference. Knowing how to set up your
document in Photoshop to reflect these dimensions is essential for achieving a professional
outcome. This section will explore the significance of adhering to standard dimensions and
how they affect the overall design and usability of business cards.

Standard Business Card Sizes
In the world of business cards, there are several standard sizes that are widely
recognized. Choosing the right size is crucial for ensuring that your card stands out while
also fitting into wallets and cardholders. Here are some of the most common business card
dimensions:

US Standard Size: 3.5 inches x 2 inches

European Standard Size: 85 mm x 55 mm (approximately 3.35 inches x 2.17
inches)



Square Business Cards: 2.5 inches x 2.5 inches

Mini Business Cards: 3.5 inches x 1 inch

Folded Business Cards: 3.5 inches x 4 inches (when folded, 3.5 inches x 2 inches)

Understanding these dimensions is important for ensuring that your design is practical
and fits within the common standards expected by clients and customers. Additionally,
keep in mind that the thickness of the card stock can also impact the card's final
presentation.

Setting Up Your Canvas in Photoshop
Once you have chosen the appropriate size for your business card, the next step is setting
up your canvas in Adobe Photoshop. Creating a new document with the correct
dimensions and settings is crucial for achieving a high-quality print. Here’s how to set up
your canvas:

Open Adobe Photoshop and select "File" > "New."1.

In the New Document dialog box, set the width to 3.5 inches and the height to 22.
inches for US standard cards.

Set the resolution to 300 pixels per inch (PPI), which is standard for print quality.3.

Select the color mode as CMYK, which is suitable for printing. RGB is used for digital4.
displays.

Click "Create" to open your new document.5.

Setting the correct dimensions and resolution ensures that your design will be sharp and
clear when printed. Additionally, consider adding guidelines for bleed areas. Typically, a
bleed area of 0.125 inches is recommended, meaning your canvas should actually be set to
3.625 inches by 2.125 inches to accommodate this bleed.

Design Best Practices
Designing a business card in Photoshop requires adherence to several best practices to
ensure that the final product is professional and effective. Here are some essential tips to
consider:

Keep it Simple: Avoid overcrowding your card with too much text or imagery. A
clean design is more appealing.

Use High-Quality Images: If you include images or logos, ensure they are high
resolution to avoid pixelation.



Choose Readable Fonts: Select fonts that are easy to read at a small size. Consider
using a maximum of two different fonts.

Incorporate Branding Elements: Use colors and design elements that reflect your
brand identity.

Utilize White Space: Allow for plenty of white space to make the card more
readable and aesthetically pleasing.

By following these best practices, you can create a business card that not only looks
professional but also effectively communicates your brand message and contact
information.

Exporting Your Business Card Design
After completing your design in Photoshop, the next step is exporting it correctly for
printing. The export process is critical to ensure that your business cards look as good in
print as they do on your screen. Follow these steps to export your design:

Go to "File" > "Save As."1.

Choose the format for printing. The best options are TIFF or PDF, as they maintain2.
high quality.

If you choose TIFF, ensure to select "LZW Compression" to reduce file size without3.
losing quality.

If exporting as a PDF, select "High Quality Print" in the Adobe PDF Preset options.4.

Ensure to include the bleed area if applicable.5.

By following these export guidelines, you will ensure that your business card design
maintains its quality and integrity when printed, leading to a polished and professional
final product.

Common Questions about Business Card
Dimensions in Photoshop

Q: What is the standard size for business cards in
Photoshop?
A: The standard size for business cards in the United States is 3.5 inches by 2 inches. In
Europe, the common size is 85 mm by 55 mm.



Q: How do I set up a business card template in
Photoshop?
A: To set up a business card template in Photoshop, create a new document with the
dimensions of 3.5 inches by 2 inches, set the resolution to 300 PPI, and choose CMYK
color mode.

Q: Why is bleed important in business card design?
A: Bleed is important in business card design because it ensures that there are no white
edges after the card is cut. A typical bleed area is 0.125 inches added to each side of the
card.

Q: Can I use RGB color mode for printing business
cards?
A: No, it is recommended to use CMYK color mode for printing business cards, as it
provides a more accurate representation of colors that will appear in print.

Q: What file format should I use to export my business
card for printing?
A: The best file formats for exporting business cards for printing are TIFF or PDF. Both
formats maintain high quality and are widely accepted by printing services.

Q: How can I ensure my text is readable on my business
card?
A: To ensure readability, use clear and simple fonts, keep font sizes large enough to be
legible, and maintain a good contrast between the text color and background.

Q: Is it necessary to include my logo on my business
card?
A: While it is not mandatory, including your logo on your business card can enhance brand
recognition and give your card a professional appearance.

Q: What is the best way to proof my business card
design before printing?
A: The best way to proof your business card design is to print a test copy on your printer
or create a PDF proof to check for any errors in text, layout, or color before sending it to a
professional printer.



Q: How many business cards should I print at once?
A: The number of business cards you should print at once depends on your needs, but a
common quantity is 500 cards, which often reduces the cost per card.

Q: Can I design a business card that is not a standard
size?
A: Yes, you can design business cards in non-standard sizes, but keep in mind that this
may increase printing costs and affect how the cards fit in standard cardholders.
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  business card dimensions photoshop: Making a Print-Ready Business Card Using Only
Photoshop ADEFILA MUSTAPHA, 2017-12-14 In this tutorial, we are going to design up a simple
business card in Photoshop and get it ready for print with crop marks and bleed. Normally you'd do
some of this with a tool like In Design, but it is in fact possible to get by with just our trusty old
Photoshop
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop CS Demystified Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-14 Photoshop CS Demystified is your ultimate guide to mastering Adobe Photoshop CS.
Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced user, this book will provide you with the
knowledge and skills you need to take your Photoshop skills to the next level. In this comprehensive
guide, you'll learn everything from the basics of Photoshop to advanced editing techniques. We'll
start with the basics, such as getting to know the Photoshop interface, working with layers, and
using basic image editing tools. From there, we'll move on to more advanced topics, such as photo
manipulation, digital painting, graphic design, and special effects. We'll also cover specific topics
that are essential for photographers and designers, such as RAW image processing, color grading,
and creating website mockups. By the end of this book, you'll be able to use Photoshop to create
stunning images, edit photos like a pro, and design professional-quality graphics. Photoshop CS
Demystified is written in a clear and concise style, with step-by-step instructions and plenty of
screenshots to help you learn. Whether you're reading it cover-to-cover or just looking for specific
information, you'll find everything you need in Photoshop CS Demystified. So what are you waiting
for? Open up Photoshop and let's get started! With Photoshop CS Demystified, you'll learn how to: *
Get started with Photoshop and learn the basics of the interface * Edit and enhance your photos like
a pro * Create stunning photo manipulations and digital paintings * Design professional-quality
graphics for web and print * Use advanced editing techniques to take your Photoshop skills to the
next level Photoshop CS Demystified is the perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn
Photoshop. Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced user, you'll find everything you
need in this comprehensive guide. If you like this book, write a review!
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop CS3 for Nature Photographers Ellen Anon,
Tim Grey, 2007-08-13 In the new edition of this practical guide, master photographer Ellen Anon
and digital-imaging expert Tim Grey show you how to capture the beauty of nature by shooting the
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best possible photos from the start—and then getting the most out of your images at your desktop.
You’ll find eye-opening techniques, workflow ideas, and terrific Photoshop tools, plus a host of
valuable tips and stunning examples from some of the most esteemed professional nature
photographers working today.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop 7 and Illustrator 10 Vicki Loader, Dave
Cross, Barry Huggins, Ian Tindale, 2013-11-27 This book will show you how to combine the power of
Photoshop 7 and Illustrator 10 to take your creative and production skills to new heights. Find out
the best way to use them in tandem, with a seamless workflow, for stunning results in your print and
web output. The book looks at how the programs work together to help you create great graphics
with practical demonstrations of projects you are likely to encounter in your work. You'll learn
advanced techniques for working with layer blending modes, the latest tools and new file formats
such as SVG, along with color management, animation, printing, web-publishing, and integration
with other programs. This book is not for Photoshop and Illustator novices—it's called 'Advanced'
because it aims to take your basic skills to the next level and teach you how to create the finest
graphics you find in the world around you. The book looks at how the programs can serve each other
and you: Adobe has worked hard to make these two applications function more efficiently
together—this book will help you to reap the rewards of their labor. The aim of this book is to show
how Photoshop 7 and illustrator 10 can work together as part of a team; this means looking at their
strengths and weaknesses and how they compliment one another. Part 1 is shorter than Part 2 and
contains an analysis of each application; how each one performs certain tasks and where the
crossover lies. Many functions can be acheived in both and there is a certain amount of personal
choice involved—we evaluate the benefits of each one and which may be suited to certain tasks: we
want you to find the right balance to maintain a long and happy marriage! In Part 2, we look at the
practical applications of each one through a series of projects that detail step-by-step how they may
be used in conjunction with each other. The tutorials are backed up with theory and additional
information to help you make an informed choice whendeciding the workflow that fits you best. We
hope to help you make the best use of your skills and talents, so you can go further and achieve
more.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop for Video Richard Harrington, 2012-09-10
Master the graphic design and production skills required of today's video editors and motion graphic
professionals with this comprehensive guide to the video tools in Adobe Photoshop CS3 Extended.
Every page is filled with techniques to help the video professional make graphics for use in
television, video, the Internet, and DVD. Lively discourse, full-color presentations, and hands-on
tutorials demonstrate everything you need to know about how to combine still and moving images.
Fundamental concepts such as transparency, pixel aspect ratio, and alpha channels are made
precisely clear, and advanced techniques show how to use Photoshop as a character generator, color
corrector, and animation tool. This edition features expanded coverage of DVD and motion graphics
design, as well as addressing recent developments in High Definition video, 3D models, and 32-bit
imaging. This indispensable reference includes: * real-world solutions for making graphics for video
* introduction to third party plug-ins * automation and shortcut methods that cut production time *
profiles of notable editors and motion graphic artists that include their favorite tips and tricks The
downloadable resources offer a hands-on multimedia experience with hundreds of images to work
on, tutorials to complete and 2 1⁄2 hours of video training to watch. Authored in CS3, CS4 updates
are provided to readers by the publisher.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop CS5 for Nature Photographers Ellen Anon,
Josh Anon, 2010-05-13 The only Photoshop-based book dedicated to photographing and producing
images of nature Award-winning nature photographers Ellen and Josh Anon reveal their secrets to
creating stunning nature images using their field-tested methods and the very latest Photoshop
techniques. The book is packed with practical workflows and smart, timesaving ways to use
Photoshop’s broad array of tools to optimize images—from improving tonal values to adding effects
to creating surreal montages with composites. The book is lavishly illustrated with spectacular



examples from the authors as well as from some of the most esteemed nature photographers today.
Explains how to use the latest version of Photoshop and Photoshop Elements to produce stunning
nature images Covers tools and workflows best suited to natural subjects Features nature-focused
photo-editing techniques, such as how to sharpen animal eyes, edit sky and land separately, and
repair delicate images like butterfly wings Provides shooting tips and crucial insights for how to
master the digital darkroom Includes pages of beautiful examples from the authors and other
exceptional nature photographers Learn practical Photoshop skills and gain the confidence to
produce your own stunning images of nature with this practical and inspiring guide.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Photoshop CS4 for Nature Photographers Ellen Anon,
Josh Anon, 2011-01-31 Using field-tested methods and practical instruction in both Photoshop and
Photoshop Elements, this book reveals eye-opening techniques, terrific workflow ideas, and
timesaving ways to apply a broad array of Photoshop tools to optimize digital images of nature.
You’ll encounter spectacular photographs from exotic places around the world shot by the authors,
as well as tips and examples from some of the most esteemed professional nature photographers. In
addition, the CD-ROM includes more than 60 minutes of video training as well as sample images to
help you practice the techniques featured in the book. Note: CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary
materials are not included as part of eBook file.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Graphic Design with Adobe Illustrator &
Photoshop (4 in 1 eBooks) AMC College, 2023-01-01 This eBook consists of 4 titles: Graphic
Design (Adobe Illustrator) Level 1 Graphic Design (Adobe Illustrator) Level 2 Graphic Design (Adobe
Photoshop) Level 1 Graphic Design (Adobe Photoshop) Level 2
  business card dimensions photoshop: Graphic Design with Adobe Application:
Photoshop, Illustrator & InDesign (3 in 1 eBooks) AMC College, 2023-01-01 This eBook
consists of 3 titles: Adobe Photoshop Level 1 Adobe Indesign Level 1 Adobe Ilustrator Level 1
  business card dimensions photoshop: Design with Adobe Creative Cloud Conrad Chavez,
2014 Creative professionals seeking the fastest, easiest way to learn design with Adobe Creative
Cloud choose Design with Adobe Creative Cloud: Classroom in a Book from the Adobe Creative
Team. Project-based lessons show readers, step-by-step, the key techniques for working with
multiple Adobe applications. Readers learn what they need to know to create engaging layouts for
print and web publishing. This completely revised edition covers new tools and essential
performance and workflow enhancements, including how to set up assets in Bridge CC, use
Content-Aware tools on images and edit video in Photoshop CC, create accurate image tracings in
Illustrator CC, design print layouts and documents for mobile devices in InDesign CC, and build a
website that works across desktop and mobile devices in Muse CC without writing code. Lesson files
and assets are included as a download so readers can work step-by-step along with the book. The
Classroom in a Book series is by far the best training material on the market. Everything you need to
master the software is included: clear explanations of each lesson, step-by-step instructions, and the
project files for the students. -Barbara Binder, Adobe Certified Instructor, Rocky Mountain Training
Classroom in a Book®, the best-selling series of hands-on software training workbooks, helps you
learn the features of Adobe software quickly and easily. Classroom in a Book offers what no other
book or training program does-an official training series from Adobe Systems Incorporated,
developed with the support of Adobe product experts
  business card dimensions photoshop: Digital Photo Projects For Dummies Julie Adair
King, 2007-09-04 Digital Photo Projects For Dummies presents a unique twist on understanding the
basics of digital photography. This full-color book walks you through the most common projects and
tasks you’ll encounter in your digital photography activities. The book demonstrates the basics of
setting your camera for the best shot before diving into how to improve your photos. Projects include
brightening a dark photo, improving focus, getting rid of red-eye, touching up blemishes, creating a
collage, adding a photo to a business card, rescuing old or damaged photos, and turning a photo into
a piece of artwork ready for framing. This book includes a DVD that contains screencast lessons
created by the author that let you watch the specific steps of selected projects on your screen while



you do them yourself. The DVD also includes trial versions of photo software as well as sample
images from the book.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Adobe Photoshop CS3 Ben Willmore, 2007-05-18
We’ve received some complaints about the binding of this book, Adobe Photoshop CS3: Up to Speed,
falling apart and investigated the issue with our printer. We’ve inspected the remaining inventory in
our warehouse and as far as we can determine the bindings are fine. If you have a defective copy
please contact us at: http://www.peachpit.com/about/contact_us/ and choose “defective” from the
drop down menu. We would be happy to send you a replacement copy if the binding of the book you
purchased is no longer intact. - Glenn Bisignani, Product Marketing Manager This must-have guide
goes right to the heart of Photoshop CS3--what has changed, what is new, and how you can get the
most out of the features as quickly as possible. Rather than sift through hundreds of pages detailing
every last Photoshop feature and function (both old and new), you can go directly to the new
features that interest you the most and get the explanations you desire in the classic Ben Willmore
style--intuitive, crystal clear, and in-depth. By focusing on a single topic--what's new in this
version--the award-winning author provides precisely what experienced Photoshop users have been
clamoring for, in exactly the depth they demand. After reading this book--even if you've been using
CS3 for a while--don't be surprised to hear yourself say, 'I didn't know CS3 did that!' In addition to
learning the new features in no time flat, a welcome side effect of learning from Ben is that you can
expect to become a better, faster and more efficient Photoshop user.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Reel Success Cheryl Cabrera, 2013-08-06 Are you an
animator looking to get your foot in the door to the top studios? It's tough if you don't have a demo
reel and portfolio that reflects your unique style and incredible talents. The reception of that reel
will make or break you; so it's no wonder that creating a demo reel can be such a daunting task.
Reel Success by Cheryl Cabrera can help. This book guides you into putting the right content into
your portfolio, how to cater to the right audience, and how to harness the power of social media and
network effectively. Accompanied by case studies of actual students' demo reels, this book teaches
how to develop a critical eye toward effective and ineffective demo reels. Looking to get your foot in
the door? Break it down with Reel Success.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Design It Yourself Logos Letterheads and Business
Cards , Discusses the factors that make a logo successful by analyzing the research, brainstorming,
sketching, and stylistic experiments that led to its development.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Real World Print Production with Adobe Creative
Cloud Claudia McCue, 2014 Sharpen your print production skills with this definitive resource
created specifically for design professionals who need to create files using the Adobe Creative
Cloud, including InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, and Acrobat and output for printing. The previous
edition was steady seller, helping designers who have no training in print get up and running quickly
and not make expensive mistakes on their projects. Completely updated for CS6 and the CC, this
book also helps designers with some print experience tackle more complex projects. The book covers
all the Adobe Suite programs they need to know to produce successful projects, rather than buying 4
or 5 different books. This book is considered the complete resource for understanding the print
cycle, how ink works on paper, managing fonts, using color spaces, handling images, and preparing
files for print or electronic output. Print expert Claudia McCue shares her hands-on techniques to
prepare files, edit photos and graphics, and prevent common problems without missing a deadline.
This book is brimming with insightful advice, illustrations, and shortcuts that will have you quickly
and professionally producing your work in no time. Covers: Acrobat XI, InDesign CC, Photoshop CC,
and Illustrator CC for Macintosh and Windows
  business card dimensions photoshop: The Best of Business Card Design , 1998
  business card dimensions photoshop: Quick Photoshop for Research Gerald Sedgewick,
2005-12-27 Quick Photoshop for Research: A Guide to Digital Imaging is a step-by-step guide written
for those who use Photoshop 4.x, 5.x, 6.x, and 7.x on Macintosh or Windows platforms. It is intended
for the researcher who needs to use the program infrequently, yet energetically, as well as the



beginning or intermediate Photoshop user. The manual shows how to use action buttons so that most
functions are performed with the click of a button. Templates are also included for two-, three-,
four-, six-, and eight-panel figures, which can be made automatically. The book covers only what the
researcher needs to know for the production of publication-quality images.
  business card dimensions photoshop: Graphic Design Katherine A. Hughes, 2019-06-06
Graphic Design: Learn It, Do It is an introduction to the fundamentals of graphic design and the
Adobe Creative Cloud applications used to put these concepts into practice. This book is intended for
production-oriented audiences, those interested in the what, why and how of graphic design. The
what is effective graphic design, a visual solution created using the design principles that stands out
in a crowded marketplace. This discussion includes color theory, typography and page layout. Focus
on the why of design begins with the reasons why we communicate. Attention is paid to the purpose
of the visual solution and to its audiences. The conversation highlights output options (print vs.
onscreen) and their related file properties. The how of design addresses the stages of production
and use of Adobe Photoshop CC, Illustrator CC and InDesign CC to translate an idea into a visual
solution. Following an overview of each application and its uses, step-by-step exercises are provided
to foster familiarity with each application’s workspace and its tools. These exercises provide
opportunities to implement the design principles and to produce examples of work for a design
portfolio. Key Features: Content based on over a decade’s worth of experience teaching graphic
design Contemporary examples and online references Guided exercises for working in the Adobe
Creative Cloud applications, Photoshop CC, Illustrator CC and InDesign CC Accompanying exercise
files and supporting materials available for download from the book’s companion website Discussion
questions and activities included at the end of chapters to expand the presented topics
  business card dimensions photoshop: Adobe InDesign Classroom in a Book 2024
Release eTextbook Access Code Card Kelly Kordes Anton, Tina DeJarld, 2024-01-03 The fastest,
easiest, most comprehensive way to learn Adobe InDesign Adobe InDesign Classroom in a Book
2024 Release contains 15 lessons that use real-world, project-based learning to cover the basics and
beyond, providing countless tips and techniques to help you become more productive with the
program. For beginners and experienced users alike, you can follow the book from start to finish or
choose only those lessons that interest you. Learn to: Build a strong foundation of typographic, page
layout, and document-construction skills Bring messages to life with beautiful typography and color
Integrate with Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Illustrator for easy image handling Collaborate with
coworkers and clients through Adobe Creative Cloud Create effects with layers and transparency
Export work for professional printing, websites, social media, eBooks, interactive PDFs, and more
Classroom in a Book®, the best-selling series of hands-on software training workbooks, offers what
no other book or training program does—an official training series from Adobe, developed with the
support of Adobe product experts. Purchasing this book includes valuable online extras. Follow the
instructions in the book's Getting Started section to unlock access to: Downloadable lesson files you
need to work through the projects in the book Web Edition containing the complete text of the book,
interactive quizzes, and videos that walk you through the lessons step by step What you need to use
this book: Adobe InDesign 2024 Release software, for either Windows or macOS. (Software not
included.)
  business card dimensions photoshop: Mastering Adobe Photoshop Elements Robin Nichols,
2024-01-31 Take complete control of your image-editing process with this beautifully illustrated,
easy-to-understand, and jargon-free guide to Photoshop Elements 2024 Key Features Benefit from
comprehensive coverage of Adobe Photoshop Elements 2024, including new AI-powered tools and
advanced features Get practical guidance on photo organization, editing, and sharing, with an
emphasis on creative and professional techniques Learn through rich, illustrative content with
updated examples, tutorials, and mini creative mini projects Purchase of the print or Kindle book
includes a free PDF eBook Book DescriptionDive into the world of digital photo editing with this
latest edition, crafted by a seasoned photographer and digital imaging expert, and harness the full
potential of the latest Photoshop Elements 2024. With a unique blend of in-depth tutorials and



practical applications, this book is an essential resource for photographers at all levels. Alongside
introducing new features like Dark Mode, Match Color, and Photo Reels, as well as advanced
techniques like layering and artistic effects, this book addresses common user feedback from
previous editions, ensuring a refined and user-friendly experience. With the help of this guide, you’ll
learn how to leverage AI to stitch widescreen panoramas, remove people from backgrounds, defocus
backgrounds, recompose images, and even create a range of calendars and greeting cards for your
friends and family. You’ll take your prowess to the next level by learning how to correct optical
distortion, reshape images, exploit layers, layer masking, and get to grips with sharpening
techniques to create the perfect picture or imaginative fantasy illustration. The online realms of
animation, video creation, and third-party plugins will also be covered. By the end of this book, you'll
know how to leverage the incredible features of Photoshop Elements 2024 with complete confidence.
What you will learn Master new features in Photoshop Elements 2024, including AI-powered tools
and one-click fixes on mobile Create captivating photo collages, digital paintings, and graphic
designs Efficiently organize your photo collections for easy access and management Enhance your
social media presence with professionally edited photos and artworks Employ advanced layer
techniques for more powerful and immersive illustrations Gain comprehensive knowledge to become
a proficient Photoshop Elements user Who this book is for Mastering Adobe Photoshop Elements,
Sixth Edition, is for photographers of all skill levels—from hobbyists to professionals. Whether you
are new to photo editing or looking to upgrade your skills with the latest Photoshop Elements
features, this book offers valuable insights and guidance.
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