BUSINESS CARD SCENE AMERICAN PSYCHO

BUSINESS CARD SCENE AMERICAN PSYCHO IS ONE OF THE MOST ICONIC MOMENTS IN FILM HISTORY, ENCAPSULATING THE ESSENCE
ofF THE 2000 FILM “AMERICAN PSYCHO.” THIS SCENE NOT ONLY HIGHLIGHTS THE OBSESSION WITH MATERIALISM AND STATUS
IN THE WORLD OF 19805 W/ ALL STREET BUT ALSO SERVES AS A PIVOTAL MOMENT FOR THE PROTAGONIST, PATRICK
BATEMAN. THE METICULOUS PRESENTATION OF BUSINESS CARDS BECOMES A METAPHOR FOR IDENTITY, COMPETITION, AND THE
SUPERFICIAL NATURE OF SOCIAL INTERACTIONS. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE, ITS
CULTURAL IMPLICATIONS, AND ITS LASTING IMPACT ON BOTH THE FILM AND POPULAR CULTURE. WE WILL EXPLORE THE
CHARACTER DYNAMICS, THE UNDERLYING THEMES OF CAPITALISM, AND HOW THIS SCENE HAS INFLUENCED MODERN
INTERPRETATIONS OF BUSINESS AND IDENTITY.

o UNDERSTANDING THE BUsINESS CARD SCENE
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MODERN INTERPRETATIONS AND REFERENCES

UNDERSTANDING THE BUsINESs CARD SCENE

THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE IN “ AMERICAN PSYCHO” OCCURS WHEN PATRICK BATEMAN AND HIS PEERS ENGAGE IN A COMPETITIVE
DISPLAY OF THEIR BUSINESS CARDS. THIS MOMENT IS PIVOTAL NOT JUST FOR ITS VISUAL FLAIR BUT FOR WHAT IT REPRESENTS IN
THE CONTEXT OF THE FILM. THE SCENE BEGINS WITH BATEMAN DESCRIBING THE PHYSICAL DETAILS OF HIS CARD, EMPHASIZING THE
IMPORTANCE OF MINOR DISTINCTIONS SUCH AS PAPER QUALITY AND FONT. THIS OBSESSIVE FOCUS HIGHLIGHTS HIS NEED FOR
SUPERIORITY IN A COMPETITIVE CORPORATE ENVIRONMENT.

THE SCENE IS CHARACTERIZED BY A METICULOUSLY CHOREOGRAPHED EXCHANGE BETWEEN BATEMAN AND HIS COLLEAGUES. AS
EACH CHARACTER REVEALS THEIR BUSINESS CARD, THE CAMERA CAPTURES THEIR EXPRESSIONS OF ENVY AND ADMIRATION,
DEMONSTRATING HOW STATUS IS TIED TO APPEARANCES. THE TENSION BUILDS AS BATEMAN GROWS INCREASINGLY AGITATED
BY THE REALIZATION THAT HIS CARD, DESPITE HIS CONFIDENCE, IS LESS IMPRESSIVE THAN THAT OF HIS RIVAL, PAUL ALLEN. THIS
CULMINATES IN A MOMENT OF VIOLENT RAGE, SHOWCASING BATEMAN’'S FRAGILE EGO AND THE LENGTHS TO WHICH HE WILL GO
TO ASSERT HIS DOMINANCE.

SyYMBOLISM oF THE BusiNess CARD

THE BUSINESS CARD ITSELF SERVES MULTIPLE SYMBOLIC FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE FILM. PRIMARILY/ IT REPRESENTS IDENTITY AND
THE SUPERFICIAL NATURE OF PERSONAL BRANDING IN THE CORPORATE WORLD. IN A CULTURE WHERE WORTH IS OFTEN MEASURED
BY OUTWARD APPEARANCES, BATEMAN'S OBSESSION WITH HIS CARD HIGHLIGHTS THE ABSURDITY OF SUCH VALUES. THE CARDS
ARE NOT MERELY TOOLS FOR BUSINESS NETWORKING, BUT EXTENSIONS OF THE CHARACTERS' IDENTITIES, LADEN WITH SOCIAL
IMPLICATIONS.

ADDITIONALLY, THE ACT OF COMPARING CARDS CAN BE SEEN AS A CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM, WHERE INDIVIDUALS ARE REDUCED
TO MERE COMMODITIES. THIS REFLECTS THE DEHUMANIZING ASPECTS OF A SOCIETY DOMINATED BY WEALTH AND STATUS,
SUGGESTING THAT PERSONAL CONNECTIONS ARE SECONDARY TO MATERIAL POSSESSIONS AND SOCIAL STANDING.



CHARACTER ANALYSIS: PATRICK BATEMAN

PATRICK BATEMAN, PORTRAYED BY CHRISTIAN BALE, EPITOMIZES THE ARCHETYPE OF THE 1980s YUPPIET—WEALTHY,
NARCISSISTIC, AND MORALLY BANKRUPT. His CHARACTER IS A COMMENTARY ON THE DARKER SIDE OF CAPITALISM, SHOWCASING
HOW THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH CAN LEAD TO A DISCONNECTION FROM REALITY AND A LOSS OF GENUINE HUMAN EMOTION. THE
BUSINESS CARD SCENE IS A MICROCOSM OF BATEMAN'S PSYCHE; IT REVEALS HIS DEEP INSECURITIES AND THE VIOLENT LENGTHS HE
WILL GO TO MAINTAIN HIS FACADE.

As BATEMAN OBSESSIVELY CRITIQUES HIS COLLEAGUES' BUSINESS CARDS, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT HIS SELF-WORTH IS
INTRICATELY TIED TO MATERIAL POSSESSIONS AND EXTERNAL VALIDATION. HIS REACTION TO THE COMPETITION REFLECTS A
PROFOUND SENSE OF INADEQUACY , WHICH IS A RECURRING THEME THROUGHOUT THE FILM. BATEMAN’'S NEED TO ASSERT
SUPERIORITY THROUGH A MERE BUSINESS CARD IS INDICATIVE OF HIS LARGER STRUGGLES WITH IDENTITY AND SELF-ACCEPTANCE.

CoMPARATIVE ANALYSIS WITH OTHER CHARACTERS

THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE ALSO SERVES TO JUXTAPOSE BATEMAN WITH HIS PEERS. CHARACTERS LIKE PAUL ALLEN AND
MARCUS HALBERSTRAM ARE PORTRAYED AS EQUALLY OBSESSED WITH THEIR IMAGE, YET BATEMAN'S PSYCHOPATHIC
TENDENCIES SET HIM APART. THE COMPETITION AMONG THEM IS NOT JUST ABOUT BUSINESS SUCCESS, IT IS ABOUT SOCIAL
DOMINANCE AND THE NEED TO PROJECT AN IMAGE OF SUCCESS. THIS RIVALRY ULTIMATELY CULMINATES IN VIOLENCE,
SUGGESTING THAT THE STAKES OF THEIR SUPERFICIAL COMPETITION ARE DANGEROUSLY HIGH.

THEMATIC ELEMENTS OF MATERIALISM

MATERIALISM IS A CENTRAL THEME IN " AMERICAN PSYCHO,“ AND THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE EXEMPLIFIES THIS THEME THROUGH
ITS FOCUS ON SUPERFICIALITY AND STATUS. THE METICULOUS DETAILING OF EACH CHARACTER'S BUSINESS CARD SERVES AS AN
EXAGGERATED PORTRAYAL OF HOW THE CHARACTERS DEFINE THEIR WORTH THROUGH EXTERNAL ATTRIBUTES. THEIR OBSESSION
WITH LUXURY BRANDS, EXCLUSIVE CLUBS, AND HIGH"END RESTAURANTS FURTHER EMPHASIZES THE HOLLOW NATURE OF THEIR
PURSUITS.

THE FILM CRITIQUES THIS MATERIALISTIC CULTURE BY SHOWCASING THE CHARACTERS” VACUOUS CONVERSATIONS AND
SHALLOW RELATIONSHIPS. THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE, IN PARTICULAR, HIGHLIGHTS HOW INDIVIDUALS ARE OFTEN VALUED FOR
THEIR POSSESSIONS RATHER THAN THEIR CHARACTER OR INTEGRITY. THIS COMMENTARY ON CONSUMERISM RESONATES WITH
AUDIENCES, AS IT REFLECTS BROADER SOCIETAL ISSUES REGARDING IDENTITY AND VALUE.

IMPACT OF MATERIALISM ON RELATIONSHIPS

THE FIXATION ON MATERIAL POSSESSIONS LEADS TO A BREAKDOWN IN GENUINE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG THE CHARACTERS.
CONVERSATIONS ARE OFTEN TRANSACTIONAL, DEVOID OF EMOTIONAL DEPTH OR SINCERITY. THE BUSINESS CARD SCENE
ENCAPSULATES THIS DYNAMIC, AS THE CHARACTERS ENGAGE IN A RITUALISTIC EXCHANGE THAT LACKS REAL CONNECTION. THEIR
INTERACTIONS SERVE MORE TO REINFORCE THEIR SOCIAL HIERARCHY THAN TO FOSTER MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS.

CULTURAL IMPACT OF AMERICAN PsYcHo



