
best printer for a small business
best printer for a small business is essential for enhancing productivity and
streamlining operations. In today’s digital age, finding the right printer can make all the
difference for small businesses, which often juggle various tasks with limited resources.
This article will delve into the key considerations for selecting the best printer, explore
different types of printers suitable for small businesses, and provide recommendations
based on functionality, cost-effectiveness, and user-friendliness. Whether you need color
printing for marketing materials or high-quality document printing, understanding your
options is crucial.

Following the detailed analysis, the article will also cover maintenance tips and common
pitfalls to avoid when selecting a printer. The information provided will equip you with the
knowledge to make an informed decision, ensuring that your small business operates
smoothly and efficiently.
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Understanding Your Printing Needs

Before diving into the types of printers available, it is vital to assess your specific printing
requirements. Small businesses often have varied needs depending on their industry, the
volume of printing, and the types of documents they produce. Understanding these factors
will guide you in selecting the best printer for your small business.

Assessing Print Volume

Print volume refers to the number of pages you expect to print monthly. High-volume
businesses, such as law firms or marketing agencies, may require a printer that can
handle larger loads without frequent interruptions. Conversely, businesses with lower
print demands can opt for more compact models.



Types of Documents

Consider the types of documents you will be printing. If you primarily produce text
documents, a monochrome laser printer may suffice. However, if your business requires
vibrant color prints, such as brochures or presentations, an inkjet printer or a color laser
printer would be more appropriate.

Additional Features

Some printers come with additional features like scanning, copying, and faxing
capabilities. Multifunction printers (MFPs) can save space and money, as they consolidate
several devices into one. Evaluate if these features are necessary for your business
operations.

Types of Printers for Small Businesses

There are several types of printers available in the market, each designed to cater to
different business needs. Understanding these options will help you make a more informed
choice.

Inkjet Printers

Inkjet printers are versatile and capable of producing high-quality color prints, making
them ideal for businesses that require detailed images or graphics. They are generally less
expensive upfront but may incur higher costs in ink replacement.

Laser Printers

Laser printers are well-suited for high-volume printing tasks. They offer faster print
speeds and lower costs per page, making them a cost-effective option for businesses that
print primarily text documents. They are available in both monochrome and color variants.

Multifunction Printers (MFPs)

MFPs combine printing, scanning, copying, and sometimes faxing into one machine. This
can save space and reduce the need for multiple devices, which is beneficial for small
office setups. They come in both inkjet and laser types.



Top Printer Recommendations

Here are some of the best printers for small businesses, categorized by type and
functionality. Each option has unique features tailored to various business needs.

Best Inkjet Printers

Canon PIXMA TR8620: This printer delivers high-quality color prints and offers
versatile features such as scanning and copying. It is ideal for businesses that need
vibrant graphics.

HP Envy 6055: A budget-friendly option with wireless connectivity, suitable for
small businesses with moderate printing needs.

Best Laser Printers

Brother HL-L2350DW: This monochrome laser printer is compact, fast, and cost-
effective, making it perfect for text-heavy documents.

HP Color LaserJet Pro MFP M479fdw: An excellent choice for businesses needing
a multifunction printer with color capabilities and advanced security features.

Best Multifunction Printers

Epson EcoTank ET-4760: This MFP uses refillable ink tanks, significantly reducing
ink costs. It offers high-quality printing, scanning, and copying.

Lexmark MB3442adw: A robust multifunction laser printer that provides fast
printing speeds and automatic duplexing features.

Cost Considerations

When choosing the best printer for your small business, cost is a significant factor that
encompasses both initial purchase price and ongoing expenses. Understanding the total



cost of ownership will help you make a financially sound decision.

Initial Purchase Price

Printers vary widely in price based on type and features. Inkjet printers tend to be cheaper
upfront, while laser printers may require a more substantial initial investment. Evaluate
your budget and how much you are willing to spend on the hardware.

Ongoing Costs

Beyond the initial cost, consider ongoing expenses such as ink or toner cartridges,
maintenance, and energy consumption. Laser printers typically have lower costs per page
due to their efficient operation and longer-lasting toner cartridges. Inkjet printers might
require more frequent ink changes, which can add to the overall cost.

Maintenance and Support

Regular maintenance is crucial for keeping your printer in optimal working condition.
Understanding the maintenance requirements and support options available can prevent
costly downtimes.

Routine Maintenance

Routine maintenance includes cleaning the printer, checking for software updates, and
replacing consumables like ink or toner. Many modern printers come with user-friendly
interfaces that guide you through maintenance tasks.

Support Options

Consider the manufacturer’s support options, including warranty services, customer
support availability, and online resources. Reliable support can minimize disruptions to
your business operations.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Choosing the best printer for a small business can be challenging, and avoiding common
pitfalls is essential for making the right choice.



Ignoring Print Volume Needs

One common mistake is underestimating print volume needs. Selecting a printer that
cannot handle your business's volume can lead to frequent breakdowns and interruptions.

Overlooking Total Cost of Ownership

Many businesses focus solely on the purchase price without considering ongoing costs. Be
sure to factor in ink, maintenance, and energy costs when evaluating options.

Not Considering Future Needs

As your business grows, your printing needs may change. Choose a printer that can adapt
to future demands, whether through increased speed, higher volume capacity, or
additional features.

Failing to Research Options

Conduct thorough research before making a purchase. Read reviews, compare
specifications, and consult other businesses to find the best printer that meets your needs.

Conclusion

Finding the best printer for a small business involves careful consideration of your specific
needs, budget, and the types of documents you produce. By understanding the different
types of printers available and evaluating your printing requirements, you can make an
informed decision that enhances productivity and efficiency in your operations. Regular
maintenance and awareness of total costs will further ensure that your investment
continues to serve your business well over time.

Q: What is the best type of printer for a small business?
A: The best type of printer for a small business depends on its specific needs. Generally,
laser printers are ideal for high-volume text printing, while inkjet printers are better for
high-quality color prints. Multifunction printers are great for businesses needing several
functions in one device.



Q: How much should I spend on a printer for my small
business?
A: The amount you should spend on a printer varies based on your needs. Basic inkjet
printers can range from $50 to $200, while laser printers and multifunction devices can
range from $200 to over $1,000. Consider both initial costs and ongoing expenses when
budgeting.

Q: How can I reduce printing costs for my small
business?
A: You can reduce printing costs by choosing a printer with low cost-per-page, using
duplex printing to save paper, and regularly maintaining your printer to avoid costly
repairs. Additionally, consider refilling ink tanks or using compatible cartridges.

Q: What features should I look for in a small business
printer?
A: Key features to look for include print speed, print quality, connectivity options (such as
Wi-Fi), multifunction capabilities (printing, scanning, copying), and energy efficiency.
Assess your specific needs to determine which features are essential.

Q: Do I need a color printer for my small business?
A: Whether you need a color printer depends on the nature of your business. If you
frequently print marketing materials, presentations, or graphics, a color printer is
recommended. For businesses that primarily produce text documents, a monochrome
printer may suffice.

Q: How often should I maintain my printer?
A: Regular maintenance is crucial for optimal performance. It is advisable to clean your
printer every few months, check for software updates monthly, and replace consumables
as needed. Follow the manufacturer’s guidelines for specific maintenance schedules.

Q: Can I connect my printer to multiple devices?
A: Yes, most modern printers support wireless connectivity, allowing multiple devices to
connect via Wi-Fi. You can also connect via USB or Ethernet for direct connections. Check
the specifications of the printer for supported connection methods.



Q: What are the benefits of a multifunction printer for a
small business?
A: Multifunction printers offer several benefits, including saving space and money by
combining multiple devices into one. They provide printing, scanning, copying, and
sometimes faxing capabilities, increasing efficiency in a small business environment.

Q: How can I choose between an inkjet and a laser
printer for my small business?
A: The choice between inkjet and laser printers depends on your printing needs. Choose
an inkjet if you need high-quality color prints and can manage higher ink costs. Opt for a
laser printer if you require fast, high-volume text printing with lower ongoing costs.
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