
black owned business in kansas city
black owned business in kansas city plays a pivotal role in the local economy, contributing to the
unique cultural landscape and fostering community development. Kansas City is home to a diverse
array of black-owned enterprises ranging from restaurants and retailers to tech startups and
creative agencies. This article explores the thriving ecosystem of these businesses, highlighting their
significance, challenges, and contributions to the community. Additionally, we will provide a
comprehensive list of notable black-owned businesses in Kansas City, along with insights into how to
support them. Understanding the impact of black-owned businesses in Kansas City not only enriches
the local economic fabric but also promotes cultural awareness and community support.

Overview of Black-Owned Businesses

Importance of Supporting Black-Owned Businesses

Challenges Faced by Black Entrepreneurs

Notable Black-Owned Businesses in Kansas City

How to Support Black-Owned Businesses

Future Prospects for Black Entrepreneurship in Kansas City

Overview of Black-Owned Businesses

Black-owned businesses in Kansas City encompass a wide variety of industries, providing essential
services and products that cater to the local community. This entrepreneurial landscape not only
reflects the cultural heritage of Kansas City but also showcases the innovation and resilience of
black entrepreneurs. From food and beverage establishments to professional services and retail
shops, these businesses contribute significantly to the city's economy. According to recent statistics,
black-owned businesses are one of the fastest-growing segments within the small business sector,
highlighting a shift towards economic independence and self-sustainability.

Historical Context

The history of black entrepreneurship in Kansas City dates back to the early 20th century when
black entrepreneurs began establishing businesses in the historically significant 18th and Vine
District. This area became a cultural hub, known for its jazz music and vibrant nightlife, further
solidifying the presence of black-owned businesses. Over the decades, these enterprises have
evolved, faced numerous challenges, and adapted to changing economic landscapes, often emerging
stronger and more resilient.



Current Landscape

Today, Kansas City boasts a diverse array of black-owned businesses. The growth of these
enterprises has been fueled by community support, increased access to resources, and a
commitment to fostering economic empowerment. The Kansas City Chamber of Commerce and
various local organizations have also played a crucial role in supporting these businesses through
mentorship programs, grants, and networking opportunities.

Importance of Supporting Black-Owned Businesses

Supporting black-owned businesses in Kansas City is essential for several reasons. These businesses
not only provide employment opportunities but also contribute to the local economy and promote
economic equity. By patronizing these establishments, consumers can help address systemic
inequalities and foster a more inclusive economic environment.

Economic Impact

Black-owned businesses significantly impact the local economy by creating jobs and stimulating
economic growth. When individuals choose to support these businesses, they help circulate money
within the community, which can lead to further investment in local initiatives and infrastructure.
This economic empowerment helps build a more robust community and can lead to enhanced
opportunities for future generations.

Cultural Representation

Supporting black-owned businesses also promotes cultural representation and diversity within the
marketplace. Each business tells a unique story, reflecting the heritage and experiences of the
community. By engaging with these businesses, consumers can gain a deeper understanding of
black culture and history, enriching their own experiences and broadening their perspectives.

Challenges Faced by Black Entrepreneurs

Despite the growing presence of black-owned businesses in Kansas City, entrepreneurs in this
community often face significant challenges. Understanding these obstacles is crucial for fostering a
supportive environment that enables these businesses to thrive.

Access to Capital



One of the most pressing challenges for black entrepreneurs is access to capital. Studies indicate
that black-owned businesses are less likely to receive funding from traditional financial institutions
compared to their white counterparts. This disparity can hinder growth and limit opportunities for
expansion. Alternative funding sources, such as community loans and grants, are essential to
bridging this gap.

Networking Opportunities

Networking is vital for business growth, yet many black entrepreneurs may find themselves
excluded from traditional networks that can provide valuable connections. Building inclusive
networks through community organizations can help alleviate this challenge and foster collaboration
among black-owned businesses.

Market Competition

Black-owned businesses often face stiff competition from larger corporations and established
brands, which can overshadow their unique offerings. Developing strong marketing strategies and
emphasizing the distinctiveness of their products and services can help these businesses carve out
their market niche.

Notable Black-Owned Businesses in Kansas City

Kansas City is home to a vibrant array of black-owned businesses that have made significant
contributions to the local economy and culture. Here are some notable examples:

Q39: A renowned barbecue restaurant that has gained acclaim for its unique flavors and
commitment to quality.

The Brown Sugar Bakery: A bakery famous for its delicious desserts, particularly its
signature caramel cake.

Shawty's on the River: A lively restaurant offering a blend of Southern cuisine and local
favorites.

Black Archives of Mid-America: A cultural institution dedicated to preserving and
promoting the history and culture of African Americans in the Midwest.

Goddess of the Sea: A popular hair salon specializing in services for natural hair and
promoting healthy hair practices.



How to Support Black-Owned Businesses

Supporting black-owned businesses in Kansas City can take many forms. Here are some effective
ways to get involved:

Shop Local: Make a conscious effort to purchase goods and services from black-owned
businesses.

Spread the Word: Use social media and word-of-mouth to promote these businesses and
share your experiences.

Engage in Community Events: Attend local events and markets that feature black-owned
businesses.

Provide Feedback: Offer constructive feedback to help businesses improve and grow.

Invest in Local Initiatives: Support organizations that fund and mentor black entrepreneurs.

Future Prospects for Black Entrepreneurship in Kansas
City

The future of black entrepreneurship in Kansas City looks promising, driven by increasing
awareness and support from the community. As more individuals recognize the importance of
economic equity, black-owned businesses are likely to see enhanced growth and sustainability.
Continued investment in resources, mentorship, and community support will be crucial for
overcoming existing challenges and fostering an environment where black entrepreneurs can thrive.

By choosing to support black-owned businesses, residents of Kansas City can play a vital role in
shaping a more equitable economic landscape, ensuring that the community thrives for generations
to come.

Q: What are some examples of black-owned businesses in
Kansas City?
A: Notable black-owned businesses in Kansas City include Q39, The Brown Sugar Bakery, Shawty's
on the River, the Black Archives of Mid-America, and Goddess of the Sea, among others.

Q: Why is it important to support black-owned businesses?
A: Supporting black-owned businesses promotes economic equity, cultural representation, and



community development, helping to address systemic inequalities within the business landscape.

Q: What challenges do black entrepreneurs face in Kansas
City?
A: Black entrepreneurs often face challenges such as limited access to capital, networking
opportunities, and intense market competition, which can hinder their growth and sustainability.

Q: How can I find black-owned businesses in Kansas City?
A: You can find black-owned businesses in Kansas City through local directories, community
organizations, social media platforms, and by attending local events that showcase these
enterprises.

Q: What resources are available for black entrepreneurs in
Kansas City?
A: Resources for black entrepreneurs include mentorship programs, grants and funding
opportunities from local organizations, networking events, and workshops tailored to business
development.

Q: How do black-owned businesses contribute to the local
economy?
A: Black-owned businesses contribute to the local economy by creating jobs, stimulating economic
growth, and circulating money within the community, which can lead to further investments in local
initiatives.

Q: What are some effective ways to support black-owned
businesses?
A: Effective ways to support black-owned businesses include shopping local, promoting them on
social media, attending community events, providing feedback, and investing in local initiatives that
support these enterprises.

Q: Is there a growing trend of black entrepreneurship in
Kansas City?
A: Yes, there is a growing trend of black entrepreneurship in Kansas City, with an increasing number
of black-owned businesses emerging and thriving in various industries.



Q: How can community support make a difference for black-
owned businesses?
A: Community support can make a significant difference by boosting visibility, increasing customer
bases, and providing the resources and encouragement needed for black-owned businesses to thrive
and grow.

Q: What role do local organizations play in supporting black-
owned businesses?
A: Local organizations play a crucial role by providing mentorship, funding opportunities,
networking events, and resources that empower black entrepreneurs and help them navigate the
challenges of business ownership.
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  black owned business in kansas city: Missouri's Black Heritage Lorenzo Johnston Greene,
Gary R. Kremer, Antonio Frederick Holland, 1993 Originally written in 1980 by the late Lorenzo J.
Greene, Gary R. Kremer, and Antonio F. Holland, Missouri's Black Heritage remains the only
book-length account of the rich and inspiring history of the state's African-American population. It
has now been revised and updated by Kremer and Holland, incorporating the latest scholarship into
its pages. This edition describes in detail the struggles faced by many courageous African-Americans
in their efforts to achieve full civil and political rights against the greatest of odds. Documenting the
African-American experience from the horrors of slavery through present-day victories, the book
touches on the lives of people such as John Berry Meachum, a St. Louis slave who purchased his own
freedom and then helped countless other slaves gain emancipation; Hiram Young, a Jackson County
free black whose manufacturing of wagons for Santa Fe Trail travelers made him a legendary figure;
James Milton Turner; who, after rising from slavery to become one of the best-educated blacks in
Missouri, worked with the Freedmen's Bureau and the State Department of Education to establish
schools for blacks all over the state after the Civil War; and Annie Turnbo Malone, a St. Louis
entrepreneur whose business skills made her one of the state's wealthiest African-Americans in the
early twentieth century. A personal reminiscence by the late Lorenzo J. Greene, a distinguished
African-American historian whom many regard as one of the fathers of black history, offers a unique
view of Missouri's racial history and heritage. Because Missouri's Black Heritage, Revised Edition
places Missouri's experience in the larger context of the national experience, this book will
bewelcomed by all students and teachers of American history or black studies, as well as by the
general reader. It will also promote pride and a greater understanding among African-Americans
about their past and provide an increased appreciation of the contributions and hardships of blacks.
  black owned business in kansas city: Kansas City's Montgall Avenue Margie Carr,
2023-06-12 A few blocks southeast of the famed intersection of 18th and Vine in Kansas City,
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Missouri, just a stone’s throw from Charlie Parker’s old stomping grounds and the current home of
the vaulted American Jazz Museum and Negro Leagues Baseball Museum, sits Montgall Avenue.
This single block was home to some of the most important and influential leaders the city has ever
known. Margie Carr’s Kansas City’s Montgall Avenue: Black Leaders and the Street They Called
Home is the extraordinary, century-old history of one city block whose residents shaped the
changing status of Black people in Kansas City and built the social and economic institutions that
supported the city’s Black community during the first half of the twentieth century. The community
included, among others, Chester Franklin, founder of the city’s Black newspaper, The Call; Lucile
Bluford, a University of Kansas alumna who worked at The Call for sixty-nine years; and Dr. John
Edward Perry, founder of Wheatley-Provident Hospital, Kansas City’s first hospital for Black people.
The principal and four teachers from Lincoln High School, Kanas City’s only high school for African
American students, also lived on the block. While introducing the reader to the remarkable
individuals who lived on Montgall Avenue, Carr also uses this neighborhood as a microcosm of the
changing nature of discrimination in twentieth-century America. The city’s white leadership had
little interest in supporting the Black community and instead used its resources to separate and
isolate them. The state of Missouri enforced segregation statues until the 1960s and the federal
government created housing policies that erased any assets Black homeowners accumulated,
robbing them of their ability to transfer that wealth to the next generation. Today, the 2400 block of
Montgall Avenue is situated in one of the poorest neighborhoods in Kansas City. The attitudes and
policies that contributed to the neighborhood’s changing environment paint a more complete—and
disturbing—picture of the role that race continues to play in America’s story.
  black owned business in kansas city: Our Black Year Maggie Anderson, 2012-02-14 Maggie
and John Anderson were successful African American professionals raising two daughters in a tony
suburb of Chicago. But they felt uneasy over their good fortune. Most African Americans live in
economically starved neighborhoods. Black wealth is about one tenth of white wealth, and black
businesses lag behind businesses of all other racial groups in every measure of success. One
problem is that black consumers--unlike consumers of other ethnicities-- choose not to support
black-ownedbusinesses. At the same time, most of the businesses in their communities are owned by
outsiders. On January 1, 2009 the Andersons embarked on a year-long public pledge to buy black.
They thought that by taking a stand, the black community would be mobilized to exert its economic
might. They thought that by exposing the issues, Americans of all races would see that economically
empowering black neighborhoods benefits society as a whole. Instead, blacks refused to support
their own, and others condemned their experiment. Drawing on economic research and social
history as well as her personal story, Maggie Anderson shows why the black economy continues to
suffer and issues a call to action to all of us to do our part to reverse this trend.
  black owned business in kansas city: Discovering the Real America Lewis Diuguid, 2007
Discovering the Real America examines the often overlooked history of white privilege, racism and
discrimination in the United States. The text explains how the media have played a big part in
maintaining the status quo. The book offers solutions to overcoming the obstacles of bigotry so that
people can finally discover that the richness in the real America is in the long-overlooked diversity of
this nation's multiethnic, multiracial, multicultural, multinational, multitalented people.
  black owned business in kansas city: Ebony , 1980-11 EBONY is the flagship magazine of
Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  black owned business in kansas city: Directory of Private Programs for Minority
Business Enterprise United States. Department of Commerce,
  black owned business in kansas city: Global Humanization Michael Neary, Mike Neary, 1999
Despite the centrality of labour in Marx's writing, a theory of human subjectivity remains
undeveloped in communist science. Using recent developments in the field, this text develops a
theory of human sociability through the labour theory value.
  black owned business in kansas city: Successful Black Entrepreneurs Steven S. Rogers,



2022-02-04 Learn about the successes of Black entrepreneurs through a collection of unique case
studies Successful Black Entrepreneurs is an insightful collection of Harvard Business School case
studies about Black entrepreneurs succeeding in a variety of industries and through different routes,
including start-ups, franchising, and acquisitions. The book also recognizes and celebrates Black
entrepreneurial excellence, as it takes the reader through the stages of entrepreneurship, including
ideation, raising capital, growing the company, and taking it public. In addition to identifying the
positive aspects of Black entrepreneurship, the book also uses data, research, and anecdotes to
highlight the challenges faced by Black entrepreneurs, including: An inability to access capital from
traditional financial institutions like banks and private equity firms The requirement to practice
“racial concealment” in the company of White customers in order to achieve success Perfect for
students, aspiring entrepreneurs, and established business leaders, Successful Black Entrepreneurs
provides practical perspectives from Black entrepreneurs about what it takes to succeed in business.
  black owned business in kansas city: Directory of Private Programs for Minority
Business Enterprise , 1970
  black owned business in kansas city: Introduction to Public Relations Janis Teruggi Page,
Lawrence J. Parnell, 2020-09-11 Introduction to Public Relations: Strategic, Digital, and Socially
Responsible Communication presents a comprehensive introduction to the field of public relations
(PR) with a focus on new media and social responsibility. Recognizing that the shifts in technology,
business, and culture require a fresh approach, authors Janis Teruggi Page and Lawrence J. Parnell
show students how today′s PR professionals create persuasive messages with modern technologies
while working in line with the industry′s foundations. The authors balance this approach with a focus
on understanding communication theory, history, process, and practice, and how all these concepts
can be applied to strategic PR planning. The Second Edition features new and refreshed content
throughout, including cases, chapter-opening scenarios, and profiles of both young and senior
practitioners with tips and career guidance for student success. Included with this title: The
password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all
text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  black owned business in kansas city: Directory of Private Programs Assisting Minority
Business United States. Office of Minority Business Enterprise, 1970
  black owned business in kansas city: A Letter to My White Friends and Colleagues
Steven S. Rogers, 2021-05-25 Learn how to address racial wealth disparity in the United States
today From the life, professional experiences, and research of former Harvard Business School
professor Steven Rogers, comes his boldly stated, A Letter to My White Friends and Colleagues. This
informative epistle investigates the causes of racial wealth disparity in the United States and
provides solutions for addressing it. Through extensive data and historical research, anecdotes,
teaching, and case studies, it presents practical ways White people can work with and help the Black
community. It teaches readers that eliminating the $153,000 wealth gap between Black and White
people is the solution to over 75% of our problems and offers solutions to help improve Black-White
racial relations in the United States. In straightforward language, filled with facts, stories, advice,
and sometimes even humor, A Letter to My White Friends and Colleagues encourages every White
person to share his/her wealth with the Black community—plain and simple. This book recommends
that you spend a portion of your annual household budget with Black-owned companies. If more
money is spent at Black-owned businesses, those companies can grow and create more jobs for
Black people. Rogers also proposes White people make large savings deposits into Black-owned
banks. These are the financial institutions that are the backbone of the Black community that
provide loans to the Black community for businesses, education, automobiles, and home mortgages.
And finally, he resolutely encourages White people to support government reparations to Black
Americans who are descendants of Black men and women, who were enslaved from 1619 to 1865.
Those who read the book will: Understand the root causes of racial disparities in America Discover
how you can personally contribute to reducing the inequality between Black and White people in the
United States today Get concrete recommendations on how to redirect your spending to



Black-owned institutions to help decrease the racial wealth gap This groundbreaking book provides
financial recommendations that you can put into practice today, using his helpful instructions in
most of the chapters, to address the systemic inequality between White and Black Americans. Read
A Letter to My White Friends and Colleagues and be part of the path forward.
  black owned business in kansas city: OMBE Outlook United States. Office of Minority
Business Enterprise, 1972
  black owned business in kansas city: National Directory of Minority-owned Business Firms ,
2002
  black owned business in kansas city: Black Enterprise , 1993-08 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the
ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  black owned business in kansas city: US Black Engineer & IT , 2006-06
  black owned business in kansas city: African Americans in the U.S. Economy Cecilia A.
Conrad, John Whitehead, Patrick L. Mason, James Stewart, 2005-02-09 Over the last several
decades, academic discourse on racial inequality has focused primarily on political and social issues
with significantly less attention on the complex interplay between race and economics. African
Americans in the U.S. Economy represents a contribution to recent scholarship that seeks to lessen
this imbalance. This book builds upon, and significantly extends, the principles, terminology, and
methods of standard economics and black political economy. Influenced by path-breaking studies
presented in several scholarly economic journals, this volume is designed to provide a
political-economic analysis of the past and present economic status of African Americans. The
chapters in this volume represent the work of some of the nation's most distinguished scholars on
the various topics presented. The individual chapters cover several well-defined areas, including
black employment and unemployment, labor market discrimination, black entrepreneurship, racial
economic inequality, urban revitalization, and black economic development. The book is written in a
style free of the technical jargon that characterizes most economics textbooks. While the book is
methodologically sophisticated, it is accessible to a wide range of students and the general public
and will appeal to academicians and practitioners alike.
  black owned business in kansas city: Culinary History of Missouri, A: Foodways & Iconic
Dishes of the Show-Me State Suzanne Corbett and Deborah Reinhardt, 2021-09-27 Missouri's history
is best told through food, from its Native American and later French colonial roots to the country's
first viticultural area. Learn about the state's vibrant barbecue culture, which stems from African
American cooks, including Henry Perry, Kansas City's barbecue king. Trace the evolution of iconic
dishes such as Kansas City burnt ends, St. Louis gooey butter cake and Springfield cashew chicken.
Discover how hardscrabble Ozark farmers launched a tomato canning industry and how a financially
strapped widow, Irma Rombauer, would forever change how cookbooks were written. Historian and
culinary writer Suzanne Corbett and food and travel writer Deborah Reinhardt also include more
than eighty historical recipes to capture a taste of Missouri's history that spans more than two
hundred years.
  black owned business in kansas city: Minorities and Women as Government Contractors
United States Commission on Civil Rights, 1986
  black owned business in kansas city: Black Enterprise , 2000-04 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the
ultimate source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
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