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backup strategy for small business is essential for protecting vital data and ensuring business continuity. In
today's digital landscape, small businesses face numerous threats, including hardware failures, cyberattacks,
and natural disasters. Implementing a robust backup strategy not only safeguards critical information but
also instills confidence in clients and stakeholders. This article will explore various aspects of developing a
backup strategy, including types of backups, best practices, tools and technologies, and the importance of
regular testing. By understanding and implementing these components, small business owners can create a
resilient framework to protect their data effectively.
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Understanding the Importance of a Backup Strategy

A well-defined backup strategy is critical for any small business that relies on digital data. The consequences
of data loss can be devastating, leading to financial losses, reputational damage, and operational
disruptions. Small businesses often lack the resources to recover from such setbacks, making it imperative to
have a proactive approach to data management.

Moreover, regulatory compliance is a significant concern for many industries. Failure to adhere to data
protection regulations can result in hefty fines and legal issues. A comprehensive backup strategy helps ensure
compliance with these regulations, thus avoiding potential liabilities.

Furthermore, a backup strategy instills confidence among employees and clients, demonstrating that the
business is prepared for unforeseen events. By safeguarding data, small businesses can maintain operations
during crises, ensuring they remain competitive in their respective markets.

Types of Backup Solutions

When developing a backup strategy, understanding the different types of backup solutions available is crucial.
Each type has its advantages and suitability based on a business’s specific needs.

Full Backups

A full backup involves copying all data from a system to a storage medium. This method provides a
comprehensive snapshot of the entire data set but can be time-consuming and require substantial storage space.
Full backups are typically performed on a scheduled basis, such as weekly or monthly.



Incremental Backups

Incremental backups only capture changes made since the last backup, whether it was a full or incremental
backup. This method is efficient in terms of storage space and backup time. However, restoring data from
incremental backups can be more complex, as it requires the last full backup and all subsequent incremental
backups.

Differential Backups

Differential backups capture all changes made since the last full backup. This method strikes a balance between
full and incremental backups, offering quicker restoration times than incremental backups while still saving
space compared to full backups. However, the storage requirements increase with each differential backup until
the next full backup is performed.

Cloud Backups

Cloud backup solutions offer offsite storage options, making them highly scalable and accessible. These
solutions often come with added features such as encryption and automated backups. However, businesses must
consider their internet bandwidth and the potential costs associated with cloud storage solutions.

Best Practices for Developing a Backup Strategy

Creating an effective backup strategy involves several best practices that ensure data integrity and
availability. Small businesses should adopt the following guidelines to bolster their backup efforts.

Identify Critical Data: Determine which data is essential for operations and prioritize its protection.

Establish a Backup Schedule: Create a routine for backups that aligns with business operations to
minimize data loss.

Implement the 3-2-1 Rule: Maintain three copies of data on two different media with one copy stored
offsite.

Ensure Data Security: Utilize encryption and secure access controls to protect sensitive data during
storage and transfer.

Document Your Strategy: Keep a written record of backup processes, schedules, and recovery procedures
for reference.

Tools and Technologies for Small Business Backups

Choosing the right tools and technologies is vital for implementing an effective backup strategy. Various
software and services cater to the diverse needs of small businesses.

Backup Software

Backup software solutions, such as Acronis, Veeam, and Backblaze, provide comprehensive features for
automating backups, scheduling, and data recovery. These tools often support multiple backup types and offer



user-friendly interfaces suitable for small business owners.

External Hard Drives

Physical storage devices like external hard drives are an affordable solution for local backups. They offer
large storage capacities and portability, making them ideal for quick data retrieval. However, they should be
stored securely to prevent theft or damage.

Network Attached Storage (NAS)

NAS devices are excellent for small businesses needing centralized data storage and backup solutions. They
allow multiple users to access and share data while providing redundancy options for data protection.

Cloud Backup Services

Services like Google Drive, Dropbox, and Microsoft OneDrive offer scalable and convenient cloud storage
solutions. These services often integrate with existing applications and provide collaborative features, making
them popular among small businesses.

Regular Testing and Maintenance of Backup Systems

Implementing a backup strategy is not a one-time task; it requires ongoing maintenance and regular testing.
Small businesses should schedule periodic tests to ensure data can be restored effectively when needed.

Testing involves attempting to restore data from backups to confirm that the process works correctly and
that the data is intact. This practice helps identify any potential issues before a real need arises.

Additionally, businesses should review and update their backup strategies regularly to adapt to changing
data needs, technological advancements, and evolving threats. This proactive approach will ensure that the
backup strategy remains effective and relevant over time.

Conclusion

Establishing a robust backup strategy for small businesses is a critical component of data management and
disaster recovery. By understanding the various types of backup solutions, implementing best practices, and
utilizing appropriate tools and technologies, small business owners can protect their data against loss.
Regular testing and maintenance further enhance the reliability of backup systems, ensuring that businesses can
recover quickly from unforeseen events. By prioritizing data protection, small businesses can safeguard their
operations and maintain a competitive edge in today's digital landscape.

Q: What is the best backup strategy for a small business?

A: The best backup strategy for a small business typically involves the 3-2-1 rule: maintaining three copies of
data on two different media, with one copy stored offsite. This approach ensures data redundancy and
protection against various threats.

Q: How often should small businesses back up their data?

A: The frequency of backups depends on the business's operational needs and the volume of data changes.



Generally, daily backups are recommended for mission-critical data, while weekly or monthly backups may
suffice for less critical information.

Q: What are the risks of not having a backup strategy?

A: Not having a backup strategy can lead to significant risks, including data loss from hardware failures,
cyberattacks, or natural disasters. This can result in operational disruptions, financial losses, and damage
to the business's reputation.

Q: Are cloud backups safe for small businesses?

A: Cloud backups can be safe for small businesses if proper security measures are in place, such as encryption,
strong access controls, and reliable service providers. It is essential to choose reputable cloud services that
comply with data protection regulations.

Q: What should small businesses consider when choosing backup software?

A: Small businesses should consider factors such as the software's compatibility with existing systems, ease
of use, support for various backup types, recovery options, and cost when choosing backup software.

Q: How do incremental backups differ from differential backups?

A: Incremental backups save only the changes made since the last backup (full or incremental), while differential
backups save changes made since the last full backup. Incremental backups are faster and use less space, but
restoration can be more complex.

Q: How can small businesses ensure compliance with data protection
regulations through backups?

A: Small businesses can ensure compliance by regularly backing up sensitive data, implementing encryption,
documenting backup processes, and conducting audits to ensure adherence to relevant regulations and
standards.

Q: What role does employee training play in backup strategies?

A: Employee training is crucial in backup strategies as staff members must understand the importance of data
protection, follow backup protocols, and recognize potential threats. Regular training ensures that everyone
is equipped to handle data responsibly.

Q: What should be included in a backup strategy document?

A: A backup strategy document should include an overview of critical data, backup types and schedules,
storage locations, recovery procedures, roles and responsibilities, and contact information for key personnel
involved in the backup process.
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  backup strategy for small business: Cybersecurity Simplified for Small Business Timothy
Lord, 2024-02-07 Embark on a Journey to Fortify Your Business in the Digital Age Attention small
business owners: The digital landscape is fraught with dangers, and the threat grows more
sophisticated every day. Your hard work, your dreams, they're all on the line. Imagine being
equipped with a guide so clear and concise that cybersecurity no longer feels like an enigma.
Cybersecurity Simplified for Small Business: A Plain-English Guide is that critical weapon in your
arsenal. Small businesses are uniquely vulnerable to cyber-attacks. This indispensable guide unfolds
the complex world of cybersecurity into plain English, allowing you to finally take control of your
digital defenses. With an understanding of what's at stake, Cybersecurity Simplified for Small
Business transforms the anxiety of potential breaches into confident action. Interest is captured with
a compelling opening that unveils why cybersecurity is paramount for small businesses. As you
absorb the fundamentals, you will encounter relatable examples that lay the groundwork for
recognizing the value of your own digital assets and the importance of guarding them. From
foundational terminology to the raw reality of the modern cyber threat landscape, your strategic
guide is at your fingertips. Drive builds as this book becomes an irreplaceable toolkit. Learn to train
your team in the art of digital vigilance, create complex passwords, and ward off the cunning of
phishing attempts. Learn about the resilience of firewalls, the protection provided by antivirus
software and encryption, and the security provided by backups and procedures for disaster recovery.
Action culminates in straightforward steps to respond to cyber incidents with clarity and speed. This
isn't just a guide; it's a blueprint for an ongoing strategy that changes the game. With appendixes of
checklists, resources, tools, and an incident response template, this book isn't just about surviving;
it's about thriving securely in your digital endeavors. Buckle up for a journey that transitions fear
into finesse. Empower your business with resilience that stands tall against the threats of
tomorrow--a cybersecurity strategy that ensures success and secures your legacy. The key to a
future unchained by cyber-fear starts with the wisdom in these pages. Heed the call and become a
beacon of cybersecurity mastery.
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Pocket Consultant Craig Zacker, 2009-04-01 Portable and precise, this pocket-sized guide delivers
ready answers for administering Windows Small Business Server 2008. Zero in on core support
tasks and tools using quick-reference tables, instructions, and lists. You’ll get the focused
information you need to solve problems and get the job done—whether at your desk or in the field.
Get fast facts to: Plan, install, and configure a small business network Navigate the Windows SBS
Console tool Create and administer user and group accounts Manage automatic updates, disk
storage, and shared printers Configure mail settings and customize internal Web sites Boost security
with authentication, authorization, and permissions Develop a backup and restoration strategy
Monitor performance using alerts, notifications, and reports Expand the network by adding a server
and accessing remote computers
  backup strategy for small business: Mastering Microsoft Windows Small Business
Server 2008 Steven Johnson, 2010-02-12 A complete, winning approach to the number one small
business solution Do you have 75 or fewer users or devices on your small-business network? Find
out how to integrate everything you need for your mini-enterprise with Microsoft's new Windows
Server 2008 Small Business Server, a custom collection of server and management technologies
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designed to help small operations run smoothly without a giant IT department. This comprehensive
guide shows you how to master all SBS components as well as handle integration with other
Microsoft technologies. Focuses on Windows Server 2008 Small Business Server, an integrated
server solution for small business, and part of the new Windows Essential Server Solutions Covers
the essentials of SBS deployment and setup, as well as integration with Windows Server 2008,
Microsoft SQL Server 2008, Microsoft Exchange Server 2007, Windows SharePoint Services 3.0,
Windows Update Services 3.0, Web Server technologies, and Windows Live OneCare for Server
Walks you step-by-step through instructions and practical applications and provides plenty of
real-world examples to reinforce concepts Get the very most out of Windows Server 2008 SBS with
this comprehensive guide.
  backup strategy for small business: Windows Small Business Server 2008 Unleashed
Eriq Oliver Neale, et al, 2008-12-03 Windows Small Business Server 2008 provides all the tools small
companies need to improve collaboration, enhance productivity, and manage and secure all their
information. In this book, a team of leading SBS experts brings together the in-depth knowledge and
real-world insights you need to make the most of this state-of-the-art product. Microsoft Most
Valuable Professionals Eriq Neale and his colleagues cover every facet of planning, deploying, and
managing SBS 2008. The authors begin by showing how to install and configure SBS 2008 for
maximum efficiency, performance, and ease of administration. You’ll learn how to securely utilize
SBS 2008’s comprehensive Internet, file, and print services; simplify and automate both server and
workstation management; and take full advantage of both SharePoint collaboration and Exchange
communication tools. This book is packed with expert tips, tricks, and troubleshooting techniques
drawn from the authors’ unsurpassed experience helping companies succeed with SBS. Whether
you’re a full-time IT professional or a power user who’s managing SBS in your spare time, it will be
your most valuable resource. Detailed information on how to... Plan, install, configure, and
customize SBS 2008 in any environment Set up and manage SBS 2008-based networks, Web access,
and collaboration—including SharePoint Services 3.0 Leverage Remote Web Workplace and other
advanced remote access solutions Manage email and other communications with SBS 2008’s built-in
Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 Centrally control Windows Vista, Windows XP, and other clients
Seamlessly integrate Macintosh computers into your Windows network Protect your servers and
workstations against both internal and external threats Prepare backups and disaster recovery plans
you can actually use in an emergency Streamline and automate administration using Microsoft
PowerShell
  backup strategy for small business: Windows Small Business Server 2011 Administrator's
Pocket Consultant Craig Zacker, 2011-07-15 Portable and precise, this pocket-sized guide delivers
ready answers for administering Windows Small Business Server 2011 Standard. Zero in on core
support and maintenance tasks using quick-reference tables, instructions, and lists. You'll get the
focused information you need to solve problems and get the job done—whether at your desk or in
the field. Get fast facts to: Install Windows Small Business Server 2011 on-premise Use Active
Directory to manage computers and users Handle core administrative tasks with the console Use
permissions to control access to network resources Manage your data storage resources Administer
email with Microsoft Exchange Server 2010 Monitor the performance of your servers and
workstations Build an intranet with Microsoft SharePoint 2010 Migrate an existing network
  backup strategy for small business: Mastering Backup and restore Cybellium, 2023-09-06
Cybellium Ltd is dedicated to empowering individuals and organizations with the knowledge and
skills they need to navigate the ever-evolving computer science landscape securely and learn only
the latest information available on any subject in the category of computer science including: -
Information Technology (IT) - Cyber Security - Information Security - Big Data - Artificial Intelligence
(AI) - Engineering - Robotics - Standards and compliance Our mission is to be at the forefront of
computer science education, offering a wide and comprehensive range of resources, including
books, courses, classes and training programs, tailored to meet the diverse needs of any subject in
computer science. Visit https://www.cybellium.com for more books.



  backup strategy for small business: Online Backup Guide for Service Providers Rob
Cosgrove, 2010-03-15 New and updated, the Online Backup Guide for Service Providers, is a
complete guide on starting and operating an Online Backup Service the latest revision of Rob
Cosgrove's industry defining RBS Book originally published in 1987.
  backup strategy for small business: Windows 7 Inside Out, Deluxe Edition Ed Bott, Carl
Siechert, Craig Stinson, 2011-07-15 Dive deeper into Windows 7—with new content and new
resources on CD! The Deluxe Edition of the ultimate, in-depth reference to Windows 7 has been fully
updated for SP1 and Internet Explorer 9, and features 300+ pages of additional coverage and
advanced topics. It’s now packed with even more timesaving solutions, troubleshooting tips, and
workarounds from the experts—and includes a fully searchable eBook and other online resources.
Topics include installation, configuration, and setup; network connections and troubleshooting;
remote access; managing programs; controlling user access and accounts; advanced file
management; working with Internet Explorer 9; managing security features and issues; using
Windows Live Essentials 2011; performance monitoring and tuning; backups and maintenance;
sharing networked resources; hardware and device drivers. For customers who purchase an ebook
version of this title, instructions for downloading the CD files can be found in the ebook.
  backup strategy for small business: Records Management For Dummies Blake
Richardson, CRM, 2012-10-16 Here's what you should know to manage data records efficiently With
proper electronic data management, your business can lower costs, improve efficiency, eliminate
duplication, and be protected in the event of a lawsuit. This book provides an overview of records
management solutions and implementation strategies in plain, non-technical English. Step-by-step
instructions show you how to begin managing records and information and how to maintain the
program once you have it established. Sample forms for inventory, scheduling, and necessary
documentation are also available on the companion website. Electronic records management offers
cost savings, greater efficiency, and protection in case of legal action; this book gets you started on
an effective data management system This plain-English guide helps you determine what constitutes
a record, shows you how to inventory records and create an efficient way to file both electronic and
paper copies, and explains how to create a retention schedule Walks you through switching to
electronic record-keeping, what to look for in a records management system, implementing best
practices, ensuring that your system will stay current, and using the system effectively Helps you
assure that the destruction of any sensitive information is conducted and documented correctly
Records Management For Dummies helps your business save money and improve efficiency with
effective electronic records management.
  backup strategy for small business: Server+ Study Guide Brad Hryhoruk, Diana Bartley,
Quentin Docter, 2006-07-14 Server+ is one of the newest certifications from CompTIA, the sponsor
of such vendor-neutral IT certifications as A+ and Network+. Server+ is positioned alongside
Network+ as a follow-up to A+ certification. The Server+ exam focuses on network hardware while
the Network+ exam focuses on network software. The Server+ exam certifies the knowledge of mid-
to upper-level technicians with 18-24 months of strong IT experience using hardware functionality,
including server installation, troubleshooting, support, and second level support.
  backup strategy for small business: BULLET POINTS: The Essential Cyber Security
Handbook for SMB Leaders Abhirup Guha, 2024-04-28 Feeling overwhelmed by the ever-growing
landscape of cyber threats? Bullet Points: The Essential Cybersecurity Guidebook for SMB Leaders
is your key to proactive defense. Designed specifically for small and medium businesses, this
handbook cuts through the technical jargon and empowers you with actionable steps to safeguard
your organization. By breaking down complex cybersecurity concepts into clear, concise bullet
points, the guide focuses on the specific risks and vulnerabilities faced by SMBs. Equip yourself with
the knowledge and tools needed to protect your valuable data, ensure business continuity, and build
a culture of cybersecurity awareness within your company.
  backup strategy for small business: Introduction to Microsoft Exchange Server Gilad
James, PhD, Microsoft Exchange Server is a messaging and collaboration system designed for



enterprise use. It provides a centralized platform for communication through emails, calendars,
contacts, and tasks. It also provides features such as shared mailboxes, public folders, and mobile
device synchronization. Exchange Server simplifies the management of messaging environment,
providing a secure and reliable messaging solution. Exchange Server has evolved into a
comprehensive platform over the years. Its latest version, Exchange Server 2019, includes new
features such as the ability to manage calendar events across multiple time zones, improved search
functionality, and enhanced security capabilities. Exchange Server can be deployed on-premises, on
cloud-based platforms such as Microsoft Office 365, or in hybrid environments that combine both
on-premises and cloud deployments. The platform is widely adopted among enterprises of different
sizes and industries, providing a robust communication solution that allows for increased
productivity and collaboration.
  backup strategy for small business: Understanding Computer Science for Advanced Level
Ray Bradley, 2001 Bradley provides concise coverage of all advanced level computer science
specification. The text is organised in short bite-sized chapters to facilitate rapid learning, making it
an ideal revision aid.
  backup strategy for small business: Microsoft Small Business Kit Joanna L. Krotz, John
Pierce, Ben Ryan, 2005 Whether readers are planning a start-up or managing an established
business, they can get the expert advice and tools they need to work smarter and get more done
with the help of this business kit from Microsoft. The CD-ROM includes job aids, templates, demos,
evaluation software, in-depth content for vertical markets, and other reference materials.
  backup strategy for small business: Practical Cybersecurity for Entrepreneurs Simple Steps
to Protect Your Data, Reputation, and Bottom Line Favour Emeli , 2025-01-29 Practical
Cybersecurity for Entrepreneurs: Simple Steps to Protect Your Data, Reputation, and Bottom Line As
an entrepreneur, you are responsible for safeguarding your business, and in today’s digital age,
cybersecurity is a crucial part of that responsibility. Practical Cybersecurity for Entrepreneurs
provides a clear, actionable guide to help you protect your data, reputation, and bottom line from
cyber threats. This book offers simple, step-by-step instructions for setting up robust security
measures that don't require a tech background. Learn how to secure your website, safeguard
customer information, and prevent common cyber-attacks like phishing, ransomware, and data
breaches. This book goes beyond technical jargon and provides straightforward strategies for
securing your business with limited resources. From choosing the right security tools to educating
your team and creating an incident response plan, Practical Cybersecurity for Entrepreneurs
ensures you have the knowledge and tools to proactively protect your business. Whether you're
running an e-commerce site, a service-based business, or a startup, this book helps you understand
the importance of cybersecurity and gives you the confidence to defend against the ever-evolving
landscape of digital threats.
  backup strategy for small business: PC Mag , 2007-06-05 PCMag.com is a leading authority
on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.
  backup strategy for small business: Getting Your Business On Track in The Digital Age
Sterlyn Markell Smith, 2021-05-26 Your journey of starting and running a successful business in the
digital age starts with your knowledge and understanding of business, finances, marketing, and
customer service. In the highly competitive world of business, your lack of knowledge and
understanding can break and destroy your dreams of being in business for yourself. Getting Your
Business On Track in The Digital Age is a practical guide to building your profitable business online.
In this book, you’ll learn: Money secrets: learn how money really works How to start a business with
no money How to keep your business up and operational and what to do if it fails The difference
between the creative mind VS the educated mind The top 7 rules to business success made simple
The entrepreneur's mindset: the 8 pillars to success The 10 millionaire success habits for the
average person The negotiation skills that can close deals How to successfully building your web



business How to make money with your internet business Search engine optimization (SEO) & web
analytics success How to properly manage your business during a crisis How to get customers to
keep buying from you As an invaluable tool for your path to online business success, the information
within this book is easy to understand and presented practically to make this book the best tool in
your entrepreneurial library.
  backup strategy for small business: DISASTER RECOVERY MANAGEMENT Prabhu TL,
Embark on an essential journey into the world of disaster recovery management—a critical realm
where preparation, response, and resilience converge to safeguard organizations and communities
from unforeseen crises. Resilient Recovery: Mastering the Art of Disaster Recovery Management is a
comprehensive guide that unveils the essential principles and practices that empower disaster
recovery professionals, leaders, and stakeholders to navigate challenges and ensure continuity in the
face of adversity. Navigating Through Crisis: Immerse yourself in the art of disaster recovery
management as this book explores the core concepts and strategies that underpin effective disaster
preparedness and response. From risk assessment to crisis communication, this guide equips you
with the tools to lead recovery efforts and mitigate the impact of disasters. Key Themes Explored:
Risk Assessment and Planning: Discover how to identify potential threats and create comprehensive
disaster recovery plans. Crisis Response and Coordination: Embrace the importance of a
well-coordinated response and clear communication during crises. Business Continuity: Learn
techniques to ensure the continued operation of essential business functions during disruptions.
Community Resilience: Explore strategies to build resilient communities and foster cooperation
among stakeholders. Learning from Disasters: Understand the value of post-disaster analysis and
continuous improvement in recovery efforts. Target Audience: Resilient Recovery caters to disaster
recovery professionals, emergency managers, leaders, and stakeholders involved in crisis response
and management. Whether you're responsible for organizational resilience, community safety, or
disaster preparedness, this book empowers you to master the art of effective disaster recovery
management. Unique Selling Points: Real-Life Recovery Stories: Engage with practical examples of
organizations and communities that successfully recovered from disasters. Risk Mitigation
Strategies: Emphasize the importance of proactive measures to reduce the impact of potential
disasters. Communication and Leadership: Learn how effective communication and leadership play a
crucial role in disaster recovery. Technological Innovations: Explore the role of technology in
enhancing disaster response and recovery. Navigate Towards Resilience: Resilient Recovery
transcends ordinary crisis management literature—it's a transformative guide that celebrates the art
of navigating through crises and building resilience. Whether you seek to lead recovery efforts,
enhance disaster preparedness, or ensure business continuity, this book is your compass to
mastering the principles that drive successful disaster recovery management. Secure your copy of
Resilient Recovery and embark on a journey of mastering the art of disaster recovery management.
  backup strategy for small business: Information Technology for Management Efraim Turban,
Carol Pollard, Gregory R. Wood, 2021 Information Technology for Management provides students
with a comprehensive understanding of the latest technological developments in IT and the critical
drivers of business performance, growth, and sustainability. Integrating feedback from IT managers
and practitioners from top-level organizations worldwide, the International Adaptation of this
well-regarded textbook features thoroughly revised content throughout to present students with a
realistic, up-to-date view of IT management in the current business environment. This text covers
the latest developments in the real world of IT management with the addition of new case studies
that are contemporary and more relevant to the global scenario. It offers a flexible, student-friendly
presentation of the material through a pedagogy that is designed to help students easily comprehend
and retain information. There is new and expanded coverage of Artificial Intelligence, Robotics,
Quantum Computing, Blockchain Technology, IP Intelligence, Big Data Analytics, IT Service
Management, DevOps, etc. It helps readers learn how IT is leveraged to reshape enterprises, engage
and retain customers, optimize systems and processes, manage business relationships and projects,
and more.



  backup strategy for small business: 'A' Level ICT Pat M. Heathcote, 2003 This text is
designed to cover the AQA A-Level Information and Communication Technology syllabus. It is
divided into five sections, each covering the material for one of the four Theory modules, with an
extra section giving advice on project work.
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