suit jacket anatomy

suit jacket anatomy is a fascinating topic that delves into the structural
components and design elements of one of the most iconic pieces of men's
fashion. Understanding suit jacket anatomy not only enhances a person's
appreciation for tailored clothing but also aids in selecting the right fit
and style for various occasions. This article will explore the various parts
of a suit jacket, including the lapels, shoulders, sleeves, and more, while
also discussing their functions and how they contribute to the overall
aesthetic. Additionally, we will cover how different styles and cuts
influence the fit and appearance of a suit jacket.

In this comprehensive guide, we will dissect the suit Jjacket anatomy,
enhancing your knowledge and helping you make informed decisions when
purchasing or tailoring a suit.
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Choosing the Right Suit Jacket for Your Needs

e Maintenance and Care for Your Suit Jacket

Understanding the Structure of a Suit Jacket

The structure of a suit jacket is an intricate combination of design and
functionality. A well-constructed suit jacket offers both style and comfort,
allowing the wearer to feel confident in various situations. The anatomy of a
suit jacket consists of several key elements that work together harmoniously.

The main body of a suit jacket, typically made from wool or a wool blend,
serves as the foundational layer. This fabric is not only durable but also
offers a range of textures and patterns that can suit different tastes and
occasions. The jacket is designed to provide a tailored look while allowing
for ease of movement.

Another critical aspect of the jacket's structure is the lining. The lining
can be made from various materials, including silk, polyester, or rayon, and
serves multiple purposes. It adds an element of comfort, helps the jacket
slide on easily, and provides a polished look. Moreover, linings can also
feature patterns or colors that add a touch of personality to the jacket.

The Key Components of Suit Jacket Anatomy

To fully appreciate suit jacket anatomy, it is essential to understand its
key components. Each part serves a specific purpose and contributes to the
overall functionality and appearance of the jacket.



Lapels

Lapels are the folded flaps of cloth on the front of the jacket that can vary
in style, shape, and width. They play a significant role in defining the
jacket's overall silhouette. There are three main types of lapels:

e Notch Lapel: Commonly found in business suits, notch lapels feature a
small cut-out where the collar meets the lapel. This style is versatile
and can be dressed up or down.

e Shawl Lapel: Characterized by its rounded edges, shawl lapels are often
seen on tuxedos and formal wear, providing a sophisticated and elegant
look.

e Peak Lapel: Peak lapels point upwards and add a regal touch to the
jacket, often used in double-breasted suits and more formal attire.

Shoulders

The shoulders of a suit jacket are crucial for achieving the right fit and
silhouette. They can be structured, soft, or natural, each influencing how
the jacket sits on the body. Structured shoulders provide a more formal look,
while soft shoulders offer a relaxed appearance. The choice of shoulder style
can significantly affect both comfort and visual appeal.

Sleeves

Suit jacket sleeves come in various lengths and styles, including functional
buttonholes or "kissing" buttons, where the buttons overlap. The sleeve
length should ideally end just above the wrist bone, allowing a glimpse of
the shirt cuff underneath. This adds to the tailored aesthetic and ensures a
polished look.

Pockets

Pockets can vary in style and placement, with the two main types being:

e Patching Pockets: These are sewn on the outside of the jacket and
provide a casual look.

e Flap Pockets: These are more traditional, with a flap covering the
pocket opening, ideal for formal settings.

Understanding the type and placement of pockets can influence the overall
functionality of the suit jacket, determining how it can be styled and what
items can be carried.



Styles of Suit Jackets and Their Features

Suit jackets come in various styles, each with unique features that cater to
different occasions and preferences. Knowing these styles can help
individuals select the right jacket for their needs.

Single-Breasted Suit Jacket

The single-breasted suit jacket is characterized by one row of buttons and a
narrow overlap of fabric. This style is the most common and versatile, making
it suitable for both formal and casual events. It typically has a sleek
silhouette that flatters most body types.

Double—-Breasted Suit Jacket

The double-breasted suit jacket features two rows of buttons and a wider
overlap, creating a more structured and formal appearance. This style is
often associated with traditional business attire and can be an excellent
choice for formal occasions.

Blazers and Sports Coats

Blazers and sports coats are less formal than traditional suit jackets and
are often made from more casual fabrics. They can be worn with a variety of
trousers and are suitable for less formal settings. Blazers typically have a
more tailored fit, while sports coats may have a looser cut and include
patterns like checks or herringbone.

Choosing the Right Suit Jacket for Your Needs

Selecting the right suit jacket involves considering various factors,
including body type, occasion, and personal style.

Fit

The fit of a suit jacket is crucial for achieving a polished look. There are
three primary fits to consider:

e Classic Fit: Offers a relaxed silhouette with more room in the chest and
waist.

e Modern Fit: A balanced fit that is tailored but not too tight, suitable
for most body types.

e Slim Fit: Provides a close-fitting silhouette, ideal for those with a
lean physique.



Choosing the right fit enhances comfort and style, ensuring the Jjacket
complements the wearer's body shape.

Fabric

The choice of fabric also plays a significant role in the overall look and
feel of the suit jacket. Common fabrics include:

e Wool: Durable and versatile, suitable for year-round wear.

e Cotton: Lightweight and breathable, perfect for warmer climates.

e Linen: Extremely breathable, ideal for hot weather, but prone to
wrinkling.

Selecting the appropriate fabric based on climate and occasion enhances the
wearability of the suit jacket.

Maintenance and Care for Your Suit Jacket

To ensure a suit jacket maintains its appearance and longevity, proper care
is essential.

Cleaning

Suit jackets should be dry-cleaned to preserve the fabric and structure.

However, frequent cleaning can wear out the fabric, so it is advisable to
clean only when necessary. Spot cleaning can also be effective for minor

stains.

Storage

When not in use, store the suit jacket on a quality hanger to maintain its
shape. Avoid cramped spaces, as this can lead to wrinkles and distortion.
Using a breathable garment bag can also protect the jacket from dust and
damage.

Ironing and Steaming

Regular pressing or steaming can help remove wrinkles. A garment steamer is
gentle on the fabric and can effectively refresh the jacket without damaging
the fibers.

By understanding suit jacket anatomy, styles, and care, individuals can make
informed choices that enhance their wardrobe and ensure they always look



their best.

Q: What are the main components of a suit jacket?

A: The main components of a suit jacket include the lapels, shoulders,
sleeves, pockets, lining, and the main body fabric. Each part contributes to
the overall fit and style of the jacket.

Q: How do I choose the right fit for a suit jacket?

A: To choose the right fit for a suit jacket, consider your body type and
comfort preference. Options include classic fit, modern fit, and slim fit,
each providing different levels of room and structure.

Q: What fabric is best for a suit jacket?

A: The best fabric for a suit jacket depends on the occasion and climate.
Wool is versatile for year-round use, while cotton and linen are better for
warmer weather.

Q: How should I care for my suit jacket?

A: To care for your suit jacket, dry clean it as needed, store it on a
quality hanger, and use steaming to remove wrinkles. Avoid frequent washing
to preserve the fabric.

Q: What is the difference between a blazer and a suit
jacket?

A: A blazer is typically less formal than a suit jacket, made from more
casual fabrics and designed for versatile wear, while a suit jacket is
tailored for formal occasions with matching trousers.

Q: Can I wear a suit jacket with jeans?

A: Yes, a suit jacket can be worn with jeans for a smart-casual look. Opt for
a blazer or a less formal suit jacket style for the best results.

Q: What are peak lapels?

A: Peak lapels are a style of lapel that points upwards, often associated
with more formal suits and double-breasted jackets, adding a sophisticated
touch.

Q: Are there different styles of suit jackets?

A: Yes, there are various styles of suit jackets including single-breasted,
double-breasted, blazers, and sports coats, each suited for different
occasions and preferences.



Q: How can I prevent my suit jacket from wrinkling-?

A: To prevent wrinkling, store your suit Jjacket on a proper hanger in a
spacious area, and consider using a garment bag. Regular steaming can also
help maintain its appearance.

Q: What is the purpose of a jacket lining?

A: The lining of a jacket serves multiple purposes, including providing
comfort, allowing the jacket to slide on easily, and enhancing the overall
aesthetic with colors or patterns.
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suit jacket anatomy: Beyond Design Sandra Keiser, Myrna B. Garner, Deborah Vandermar,
2017-08-10 This informative, full-color text takes students step-by-step through the decision-making
involved in the pre-production processes of apparel product development---planning, forecasting,
fabricating, line development, technical design, pricing, sourcing, and distribution. It demonstrates
how these processes must be coordinated to get the right product to market, when consumers want
it, and at a price they are willing to pay. The 4th Edition has been edited around a new
metastructure to maximize student learning. It continues to build on the themes of sustainability,
business ethics, and the impact of fast fashion and social media while seeking to address
opportunities for both large and small companies, and entrepreneurs. The text advances its
discussion of how new technologies continue to shorten the product development calendar. Chapters
have been updated to include current examples, updated charts and graphs, and more case studies.
There are updated references to contemporary developments with examples relevant to today's
student. New to this Edition € Includes international examples and case studies that address the
effects of globalization € Advances the discussion of the pros and cons of fast fashion vs. slow
fashion € Revised, easier-to-read charts and graphs and 30% new color photographs € Thoroughly
revised Chapters 12 (Sourcing) and 13 (Costing and Pricing) updated with most recent info on trade
laws, changes in sourcing criteria and wages in international sourcing countries Beyond Design
STUDIO € Study smarter with self-quizzes featuring scored results and personalized study tips €
Review concepts with flashcards of essential vocabulary € Watch videos that bring chapter concepts
to life PLEASE NOTE: Purchasing or renting this ISBN does not include access to the STUDIO
resources that accompany this text. To receive free access to the STUDIO content with new copies of
this book, please refer to the book + STUDIO access card bundle ISBN 9781501315480. STUDIO
Instant Access can also be purchased or rented separately on BloomsburyFashionCentral.com.

suit jacket anatomy: Beyond Design Sandra J. Keiser, Deborah A. Vandermar, Myrna B.
Garner, 2022-01-01 The Synergy of Apparel Product Development, Fifth Edition maps the processes
required to bring apparel products from concept to consumer. This full-color text takes students
step-by-step through the decision-making involved in the pre-production processes of apparel
product development including business, creative, technical, and production planning. Updated
chapter content reflects evolving industry practice. It demonstrates how these processes must be
coordinated to get the right product to market, when consumers want it, and at a price they are
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willing to pay in an increasingly digital environment. The text seeks to address how functional
approaches vary depending on a business's size and fashion focus. More global in scope, the fifth
edition includes examples and case studies of multi-national companies and incorporates global
nomenclature when it differs from the US industry. This new edition also advances its discussion of
how new technologies continue to shorten the product development calendar. The book is written to
help students anticipate the chaotic pace of change not only in fashion trends, but also in the fashion
system itself--

suit jacket anatomy: Superfine: Tailoring Black Style Monica L. Miller, Andrew Bolton ,
William DeGregorio, Amanda Garfinkle, 2025-05-05 Superfine: Tailoring Black Style traces the
complex and vibrant legacy of menswear across three centuries of Black culture—from today’s
hip-hop aesthetic and popular street trends, through its use during the Harlem Renaissance and the
civil rights movement as a symbol of creative and political agency, to its surprising origins as an
imposed uniform for servants and enslaved people. Organized by key characteristics of dandyism
that resonate across time, including presence, distinction, disguise, and respectability, this fresh
interpretation of a centuries-old aesthetic draws on prominent Black voices in fashion, literature,
and art—among them, Dandy Wellington, Amy Sherald, Iké Udé, and André 3000. Self-described
dandies and high-fashion models feature in a stunning photo essay by artist Tyler Mitchell, who also
contributes evocative new photography of garments by contemporary designers such as Virgil Abloh,
Pharrell Williams, and Grace Wales Bonner. These works are shown alongside historical attire worn
by Black luminaries including Frederick Douglass, Alexandre Dumas pere, Muhammad Ali, and
André Leon Talley. Scholar Monica L. Miller contextualizes these objects in her text and shows how
the evolution of dandy style inspired new visions of Black masculinity that use the power of clothing
and dress as a means of self-expression.

suit jacket anatomy: ThriftStyle Allison Engel, Reise Moore, Margaret Engel, 2017-09-05 A
must-have guide for bargain-hunting fashionistas looking to make a statement without sabotaging
their budgets. With this easy-to-use resource, savvy shoppers can cultivate upscale, upcycled
wardrobes at thrift and consignment store prices. Shoppers will learn to navigate the racks of their
local consignment shop, spot name brands like Versace, Dior, and Burberry, select the best quality
items, and repair secondhand clothes that need some love. Photo-filled chapters on thrifted
handbags, jewelry, scarves, and other accessories show what's available and give tips for
distinguishing quality items from fakes. Interviews with expert tailors, dry cleaners, shoe repair
wizards, and fabric-dyeing professionals explain what makes a damaged piece of clothing worth
renovating. Before-and-after photos show what can be done to refashion less-than-perfect finds.

suit jacket anatomy: American Menswear from the Civil War to the Twenty-First
Century, Second Edition Daniel Delis Hill, 2024-01-20 In a glance at American menswear over the
past 150 years, change has been sometimes glacial in its evolution, sometimes regressive and
nostalgic, and other times abrupt and revolutionary. In this study of American menswear from the
Civil War to the twenty-first century, that evolution is chronicled and documented with more than
700 illustrations. In addition to the main categories of suits, sportswear, and outerwear, each era
also includes a detailed examination of sleepwear, underwear, swimwear, hats, neckwear, footwear,
and accessories. Further, Daniel Delis Hill examines not only American men’s dress and the
structures of the menswear industry, but also the historical and socioeconomic drivers that affected
men’s style—particularly the shifting conventions and iconoclasms of American ideas and ideals of
masculinity.

suit jacket anatomy: Confessions of a Doctor Stanley Feldman, 2012-07-20 Professor Stanley
Feldman decided to write his memoirs when, in 2008, he was pronounced dead. Fortunately,
however, this was not by one of his fellow doctors but instead by an Australian medical journal -
prompting much shock the next time he visited his friends down under! He has been a doctor with
the NHS for over 60 years now, and has presided over the transition of medicine into the modern
world. His career has seen both the sublime and the ridiculous; Stanley has worked with some of the
greatest doctors in the world on pioneering new heart surgeries that have changed medicine forever



- and he has been the guinea pig for experiments that have ended in temporary paralysis! Stanley's
career is a microcosm of the developments of the medical system in the UK over the last 60 years -
from the birth of the NHS onwards - and he has obtained many hilarious anecdotes along the way,
all of which can be found in Confessions of a Doctor

suit jacket anatomy: Room Service Beverly Brandt, 2025-09-23 Maid service was something
she required... Jet-setter Katya Morgan believes that love comes in gilt-wrapped packages tied with
neat red bows. So when her father disinherits her, her first priority is to get her money and her
cushy life back. Meanwhile, having no way to pay the enormous bill she racked up at the Royal
Palmetto Hotel in Scottsdale, Arizona, poses a slight problem-and the manager has the gall to
suggest the unthinkable: that she pay off her debt by working at the hotel-as a maid... Not something
she ever expected to provide! Alex Sheridan, the hard-working general manager of the sumptuous
Royal Palmetto hotel, doesn't much care for the spoiled Ms. Morgan-at first. But when she dons the
uniform and proves her mettle as a housekeeper who cares about more than cold, hard cash, he
begins to change his mind. He's got plenty to distract him when a rash of disasters befalls his
beloved hotel-disasters that could be the result of a saboteur. It isn't long before Katya finds herself
in imminent peril just as Alex is starting to fall for the once-spoiled brat who's acting more and more
like a real woman every day...

suit jacket anatomy: The Edge of Sex Lisa Speidel, Micah Jones, 2019-11-27 The Edge of Sex
is an anthology of voices from the margins, bringing together 37 writers to discuss their experiences
of sex and sex education in America. The anthology explores often overlooked and excluded
identities, with pieces on sexuality and disabilities, survivors of assault, sex work as women of color,
kink and BDSM, being Muslim and queer, reproductive rights, and the challenges of culture and
identity when grappling with gender fluidity and gendered expectations. As they trace the negative
effects of a restrictive, fear-based sex education - particularly on marginalized individuals - these
stories unearth larger themes: tensions with race and religion, expectations from heteronormative
society, and pressures of femininity and masculinity. Importantly, they also highlight the resilience
and empowerment of marginalized individuals within a culture designed to ostracize them. The rich,
diverse, and intersectional stories of The Edge of Sex paint a contextualized picture of sex education
and make an urgent case for better representation and more inclusive, consistent, and
comprehensive content. By reading this anthology, casual readers may learn more about their sexual
selves, clinicians can apply the material to their practices with clients, and educators and students
can expand their knowledge of feminist theory, intersectional theory, queer theory, and sex
education.

suit jacket anatomy: Questions for the MRCS viva Jeff Garner, Peter Goodfellow, 2004-01-30
The Viva Voce is a particularly difficult element of the MRCS exam since candidates will be tested
across a broad range of topics in surgery, pathology, critical care and basic science, and also as
candidates are unsure what to expect, or how to prepare for such an exam. Questions for the MRCS
Viva is an essential guide to sitting and passing the Viva Voce part of the MRCS exam. Each subject
area offers 20-30 questions, which follow a conversational pattern where new questions follow
logically from previous answers - exactly as one would expect in the exam itself. Written by recently
qualified surgeons who are now actively involved in the teaching and support of new trainees, this
book is the closest a candidate will get to being a fly on the wall in a Viva Voce examination.

suit jacket anatomy: Criminal Element Hugh Holton, 2025-08-22 Chicago police sergeant Joe
Donegan came to the department with a plan. To him the police badge was a license to steal, a free
ride, and an easy way to get whatever you want, whenever you want--without suffering the
consequences. And when City Councilman Skip Murphy needs an embarrassing situation to go away,
Donegan volunteers, as always for a price. But Chicago Commander Larry Cole is searching for
missing barmaid Sophie Novak, and the trail leads right to Skip Murphy's door. With Murphy eyeing
a Congressional seat, Murphy won't let Larry Cole stand in his way. And with Donegan planning to
ride Murphy's coattails to the top, Donegan will stop at nothing to bring down Cole. Commander
Larry Cole has his work cut out for him, as secrets from his past are dredged up in a public



spectacle. And Cole's problems may not just involve a breech into his past. Donegan's ruthlessness
may shorten his future. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.

suit jacket anatomy: The Cutters' Practical Guide to Cutting Every Kind of Garment
Made by Tailors William D. F. Vincent, 18??

suit jacket anatomy: Bury Your Horses Dan Dowhal, 2020-01-18 For pro hockey goon Shane
Bronkovsky, things are going south. Disgraced pro-hockey enforcer Shane “Bronco” Bronkovsky
crashes his motorcycle in the Chihuahuan Desert in New Mexico. Injured, helpless, and robbed by
mysterious passersby, he is eventually rescued by one of the locals, Tammy DeWitt, who takes Shane
to the hardscrabble ranch she runs. While shocked to discover the ranch raises rattlesnakes, Shane
comes to relish the honest work and peace he finds there. His life quickly becomes entangled with
those of the local denizens, including the ranch’s children, as he and Tammy grow closer. Through
the lives he touches and the people he helps, Shane strives for redemption. Yet, as he struggles to
tame the demons within and adjust to life away from the spotlight of professional sports, his past
and present collide in an explosive climax.

suit jacket anatomy: The Boys' Outfitter , 1920

suit jacket anatomy: The Cutter's Practical Guide, Part 1 W. D. F. Vincent, 2025-02-24 The
confidence with which this work was first introduced has been well justified by the result - a very
large edition having been disposed of. Very rarely, if ever, has a work so comprehensive been
published in connection with the art of cutting. Though nominally a work on Juvenile Cutting, it
embraces nearly every garment made by tailors. Besides systems for and treatises on Trousers and
Veats, systems for Morning Coats and Dress Coats, it also deals with Military Garments, Liveries,
and many other garments, all worked out by a system which has now become well-nigh universally
popular, a unique feature of the work being its beautifully engraved illustrations and diagrams. We
have had very many indications that the work is highly appreciated by all who have procured it, and
many testimonies might be recorded if that were necessary. This Third Edition has been prepared in
all its original completeness. With such a work in their possession, neither the inexperienced student
nor the cutter in full practice should have any difficulty producing any of the garments treated and
illustrated in this work.

suit jacket anatomy: Underwater Daughter Antonia Deignan, 2025-07-30 In the spirit of The
Glass Castle and The Burning Light of Two Stars, Antonia Deignan delivers what New York Times
best-selling author Julie Cantrell calls a a heart-shattering memoir of painful truth and soulful
healing. As a child, Antonia perceived her father's nighttime visits as special acts of love. On some
deeper level, though, she knew what was happening wasn't right. To escape, she began creating
imaginary worlds and used dreams to transport her away from her fears. As she got older, Antonia
traded those fantasies for dance—but despite her outlets she remained trapped underwater, without
a lifeline to make her feel fundamentally safe. For years, Antonia silently navigated the dark fathoms
of her internalized pain, which manifested in myriad self-destructive habits: disordered eating, drug
and alcohol abuse. Only decades later, while recovering from a serious bike accident, did she finally
stop running and start reflecting—giving her the power to fully accept what had happened to her in
her early life and ultimately forgive the unforgivable. Raw and visceral yet gorgeously lyrical,
Underwater Daughter masterfully conveys not only the rippling effects of childhood trauma but also
the hope that with honesty and work, healing is possible.

suit jacket anatomy: And Then He Kissed Me Teresa Southwick, 2011-07-15 JUST ONE
KISS... But it was sure one doozy of a kiss! Abby Ridgeway had always thought of Nick Marchetti as
her boss and closest friend. The one person who'd always been there for her. But his not-just-friendly
kiss had now awakened a confusing and unfamiliar host of emotions. And changed everything
between them.... It was as though she was up against a gale-force wind. Every instinct screamed for
Abby to hold fast to that special bond they already shared. But her fast-beating heart wasn't letting
her forget how right and perfect that one moment had been. Could Abby risk it all to turn one kiss
into a lifetime commitment?



suit jacket anatomy: The Man Who Saw Himself and Other Stories Ed Robison,
2002-07-19

suit jacket anatomy: Seven Books for Seven Lovers Molly Harper, Stephanie Haefner, Liora
Blake, Gabra Zackman, Andrea Laurence, Colette Auclair, Victoria Van Tiem, Lindsay Jill Roth,
Rachel Goodman, Kate Meader, Jessica Sims, 2015-12-07 Get more bang for your buck with this
exclusive ebook boxed set, featuring seven full-length contemporary romances and extended teasers
of five other books, perfect for every romance reader! This boxed set features seven delightful
full-length contemporary romance novels. The stories range from two women struggling to keep
their lingerie shop afloat while juggling romance in Try Me On For Size, to a horseback riding
teacher trying to ignore advances from the hunky Hollywood actor who also happens to be the father
of one of her students in Thrown, to a woman actually living a fairytale—that is, until her sexy ex
shows up to throw a wrench in all her plans in Love Like the Movies. Seven Books for Seven Lovers
is the perfect collection of charming love stories for any voracious reader!

suit jacket anatomy: Don't Quit Yet! Robert Ernest PhD, 2024-04-08 Have you ever felt so
frustrated with your boss, coworkers, endless meetings, and work demands that you wanted to quit?
A recent study by Gallup reports that almost 60% of employees are unhappy - and half are planning
to leave. While there are many books and experts telling us that work satisfaction is just getting a
good education and finding the right company, the truth is that workplace savvy determines job
satisfaction and career success. In Don’t Quit Yet! you'll learn how to deal with demanding bosses,
difficult coworkers, and dysfunctional teams. Find out how to: ¢ optimize networks, navigate the
culture, and build your personal brand; * develop a mindset and attitude that will keep you
motivated;  adjust the “hat” you wear based on the situation. The author also highlights the three
pillars of savvy: thinking differently, working differently, and being seen differently. In fact, the book
is divided into three sections, with each section delving into one of the pillars. Get innovative
solutions to real-life work frustrations with the easy-to-follow steps in this action guide to career
success.

suit jacket anatomy: Better the Devil You Know Jennie L. Morris, As an immigrant, Fredrick
Wolf has to succeed at Morrow Academy of Anatomy and Science. Not merely succeed, he must
prove to his peers he belongs—he isn’t the poor local Dr. Morrow accepted out of pity. Fredrick will
do anything to procure a prime medical specimen. Calling upon his uncle, a dependable partner in
crime since moving to England, Fredrick plans to use his uncle’s position at Clayton Bridge’s gaol to
select the perfect candidate. Not all prisoners are the usual drunkards or petty thieves. Some
possess dark secrets, especially the man known as Eugene Wallaby. Biding his time, Eugene sees
young Fredrick’s murderous plan as a means of escape...if he survives the night.
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