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planar anatomy is a fundamental concept in the field of anatomy that focuses
on the organization and relationships of various body structures as viewed in
different planes. Understanding planar anatomy is essential for professionals
in fields such as medicine, physical therapy, and anatomy education. This
article will explore the definitions, importance, and applications of planar
anatomy, as well as the various anatomical planes and sections used to
visualize the human body. We will also discuss the relevance of planar
anatomy in medical imaging and surgical procedures. By the end of this
article, readers will have a comprehensive understanding of how planar
anatomy contributes to our knowledge of human structure and function.
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Introduction to Planar Anatomy

Planar anatomy refers to the study of the human body as it is divided into
different planes, allowing for a systematic examination of its structures.
The understanding of these anatomical planes is crucial for accurately
describing locations and relationships between different body parts. The
three primary planes in planar anatomy are the sagittal plane, coronal plane,
and transverse plane, each providing a unique perspective on the body's
organization. The sagittal plane divides the body into left and right
sections, the coronal plane divides it into anterior (front) and posterior
(back) sections, and the transverse plane divides it into superior (upper)
and inferior (lower) sections.

These planes are not only theoretical constructs; they have practical
applications in various medical and educational contexts. For instance, they
are essential in surgical planning, medical imaging techniques, and
anatomical education. Understanding the spatial relationships between
different structures helps practitioners and students to visualize and
communicate about the human body effectively. This article will delve deeper
into the key anatomical planes, their applications, and their significance in
medical imaging.

Key Anatomical Planes

The understanding of anatomical planes is foundational to planar anatomy.
Each plane serves a distinct purpose and facilitates various forms of
analysis and visualization of the body. Below are the three primary



anatomical planes:

Sagittal Plane

The sagittal plane runs vertically from front to back, dividing the body into
left and right halves. This plane can be further categorized into:

Median Plane: The midline sagittal plane that divides the body into
equal left and right halves.

Parasagittal Plane: Any sagittal plane that is not along the midline,
resulting in unequal left and right portions.

This division is particularly useful in assessing bilateral symmetry and
understanding the lateral aspects of the body.

Coronal Plane

The coronal plane, also known as the frontal plane, divides the body into
anterior (front) and posterior (back) sections. This plane is essential for
examining the anterior and posterior aspects of the body, particularly in
clinical assessments and imaging. It is often used in physical examinations
to assess posture and the alignment of body structures.

Transverse Plane

The transverse plane, or horizontal plane, cuts across the body horizontally,
producing superior (upper) and inferior (lower) sections. This plane is
crucial for imaging techniques such as MRI and CT scans, where cross-
sectional views of the body are required. Understanding the transverse plane
helps in identifying the relationships between various organs and structures
at different levels of the body.

Applications of Planar Anatomy

Planar anatomy has numerous applications in both clinical and educational
settings. Understanding the anatomical planes enhances communication among
healthcare professionals and improves patient assessments. Here are some key
applications:

Surgical Planning: Surgeons use planar anatomy to visualize the approach
to surgical sites and to minimize damage to surrounding tissues.

Medical Imaging: Techniques such as MRI, CT, and ultrasound rely heavily
on the knowledge of anatomical planes to produce accurate images of the
body's internal structures.

Anatomical Education: Students of anatomy utilize planar anatomy to
learn about the spatial relationships of various body systems, enhancing
their understanding of human physiology.



Physical Therapy: Understanding anatomical planes aids therapists in
designing effective rehabilitation programs based on the movement and
alignment of the body.

Each of these applications demonstrates how crucial planar anatomy is to
various medical fields, allowing for better decision-making and improved
patient care.

Planar Anatomy in Medical Imaging

The importance of planar anatomy is particularly evident in the field of
medical imaging. Imaging techniques such as X-rays, CT scans, MRI, and
ultrasound all utilize the principles of planar anatomy to provide clear and
comprehensive views of the body's internal structures.

In medical imaging, understanding the anatomical planes allows radiologists
and clinicians to:

Identify Pathologies: By viewing images in different planes, healthcare
professionals can identify and assess abnormalities, tumors, or
fractures more accurately.

Plan Interventions: Knowing the location of organs and structures in
relation to one another is crucial for planning surgeries and other
interventions.

Monitor Treatment Progress: Medical imaging can be used to track changes
over time in response to treatments, with reference to specific
anatomical planes.

Therefore, planar anatomy is not just theoretical; it plays a pivotal role in
enhancing the effectiveness of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures in
modern medicine.

Conclusion

Planar anatomy is a cornerstone of anatomical understanding and serves as a
critical framework for various applications in medicine and education. By
comprehensively understanding the sagittal, coronal, and transverse planes,
healthcare professionals can improve their diagnostic capabilities, surgical
planning, and patient care. The integration of planar anatomy in medical
imaging further underscores its significance in the medical field, allowing
for detailed visualization of internal structures and facilitating accurate
diagnoses. Mastery of planar anatomy is essential for anyone involved in the
study or practice of human anatomy, as it lays the foundation for a deeper
understanding of the complexities of the human body.

Q: What is planar anatomy?

A: Planar anatomy is the study of the human body organized into different
anatomical planes, which helps in understanding the relationships and
locations of various body structures.



Q: What are the main anatomical planes?

A: The main anatomical planes are the sagittal plane, which divides the body
into left and right parts; the coronal plane, which divides the body into
anterior and posterior sections; and the transverse plane, which divides the
body into superior and inferior sections.

Q: How is planar anatomy used in medical imaging?

A: Planar anatomy is used in medical imaging to provide clear images of the
body's internal structures by viewing them in different planes, which helps
in the identification of pathologies and planning of interventions.

Q: Why is planar anatomy important for surgical
planning?

A: Planar anatomy is important for surgical planning because it allows
surgeons to visualize the spatial relationships between organs and
structures, minimizing potential damage during surgery.

Q: How does planar anatomy assist in physical
therapy?

A: In physical therapy, planar anatomy assists therapists in understanding
body alignment and movement patterns, which helps in designing effective
rehabilitation programs for patients.

Q: What role does planar anatomy play in anatomical
education?

A: Planar anatomy plays a crucial role in anatomical education by providing
students with a framework to understand the spatial relationships between
various body systems, enhancing their overall comprehension of human
physiology.

Q: Can planar anatomy be applied to other fields
outside medicine?

A: Yes, planar anatomy can be applied in fields such as sports science,
ergonomics, and even in art and design, where understanding human structure
and form is important.

Q: What are some common imaging techniques that
utilize planar anatomy?

A: Common imaging techniques that utilize planar anatomy include X-rays, MRI
(Magnetic Resonance Imaging), CT (Computed Tomography) scans, and ultrasound.



Q: How does the understanding of anatomical planes
improve patient care?

A: Understanding anatomical planes improves patient care by enabling
healthcare providers to communicate more effectively, plan appropriate
interventions, and accurately interpret imaging results.

Q: What is the significance of the median plane in
planar anatomy?

A: The median plane is significant in planar anatomy because it divides the
body into equal left and right halves, allowing for assessments of bilateral
symmetry and alignment.
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  planar anatomy: Atlas of Endoscopic Ultrasonography Frank G. Gress, Thomas J. Savides,
Brenna Casey, Everson L. A. Artifon, 2022-02-14 Atlas of Endoscopic Ultrasonography Atlas of
Endoscopic Ultrasonography, Second Edition offers an outstanding visual guide to this very common
diagnostic and therapeutic endoscopic tool. With contributions from noted experts in the field, the
Atlas contains 400 high-quality color and black and white images obtained from real cases, each
accompanied by detailed annotation to aid readers in their understanding of this popular technical
procedure. In addition, there is a companion website featuring 50 video clips of real-life procedures
in action, as well as the entire collection of images from within the book. Updated throughout to
include the most recent advances in interventional Endoscopic Ultrasound (EUS) guided therapies
Contains a large collection of color images obtained from both diagnostic and therapeutic
procedures, also available on the companion website image bank Provides a highly integrated and
accessible multimedia introduction to endoscopic ultrasonography Includes a companion website
offering insightful videos Written for gastroenterologists, students, residents, and radiologists, Atlas
of Endoscopic Ultrasonography, Second Edition is an essential introduction to endoscopic
ultrasonography.
  planar anatomy: TNM Staging Atlas with Oncoanatomy Philip Rubin, John T. Hansen,
2013-01-30 The Second Edition of TNM Staging Atlas with Oncoanatomy has been updated to
include all new cancer staging information from the Seventh Edition of the AJCC Cancer Staging
Manual. The atlas presents cancer staging in a highly visual rapid-reference format, with clear
full-color diagrams and TNM stages by organ site. The illustrations are three-dimensional,
three-planar cross-sectional presentations of primary anatomy and regional nodal anatomy. They
show the anatomic features identifiable on physical and/or radiologic examination and the anatomic
extent of cancer spread which is the basis for staging. A color code indicates the spectrum of cancer
progression at primary sites (T) and lymph node regions (N). The text then rapidly reviews
metastatic spread patterns and their incidence. For this edition, CT or MRI images have been added
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to all site-specific chapters to further detail cancer spread and help plan treatment. Staging charts
have been updated to reflect changes in AJCC guidelines, and survival curves from AJCC have been
added.
  planar anatomy: Pattern Theory Ulf Grenander, Michael I. Miller, 2007 Pattern Theory
provides a comprehensive and accessible overview of the modern challenges in signal, data, and
pattern analysis in speech recognition, computational linguistics, image analysis and computer
vision. Aimed at graduate students in biomedical engineering, mathematics, computer science, and
electrical engineering with a good background in mathematics and probability, the text includes
numerous exercises and an extensive bibliography. Additional resources including extended proofs,
selected solutions and examples are available on a companion website. The book commences with a
short overview of pattern theory and the basics of statistics and estimation theory. Chapters 3-6
discuss the role of representation of patterns via condition structure. Chapters 7 and 8 examine the
second central component of pattern theory: groups of geometric transformation applied to the
representation of geometric objects. Chapter 9 moves into probabilistic structures in the continuum,
studying random processes and random fields indexed over subsets of Rn. Chapters 10 and 11
continue with transformations and patterns indexed over the continuum. Chapters 12-14 extend
from the pure representations of shapes to the Bayes estimation of shapes and their parametric
representation. Chapters 15 and 16 study the estimation of infinite dimensional shape in the newly
emergent field of Computational Anatomy. Finally, Chapters 17 and 18 look at inference, exploring
random sampling approaches for estimation of model order and parametric representing of shapes.
  planar anatomy: Moore's Essential Clinical Anatomy Anne M. R. Agur, Arthur F. Dalley, II,
2018-12-18 Publisher's Note: Products purchased from 3rd Party sellers are not guaranteed by the
Publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitlements included with the product.
Moore’s Essential Clinical Anatomy, Sixth Edition, presents core anatomical concepts in a concise,
student-friendly format. As with the leading, comprehensive Clinically Oriented Anatomy text, this
succinct resource is widely acclaimed for the relevance of its clinical correlations, emphasizing
anatomy essential to physical diagnosis for primary care, interpretation of diagnostic imaging, and
understanding the anatomical basis of emergency medicine and general surgery. The text’s hallmark
blue Clinical Boxes highlight the practical value of anatomy, accompanied by extensive surface
anatomy and medical imaging features that clarify key concepts and structures to help build clinical
confidence and equip students for success in practice.
  planar anatomy: The Illustrated Horse's Foot Christopher C. Pollitt, 2015-12-18 Achieve
optimal results in equine foot care and treatment! The Illustrated Horse's Foot: A Comprehensive
Guide uses clear instructions in an atlas-style format to help you accurately identify, diagnose, and
treat foot problems in horses. Full-color clinical photographs show structure and function as well as
the principles of correct clinical examination and shoeing, and a companion website has videos
depicting equine foot cases. Written by internationally renowned expert Christoher Pollitt, this
resource enhances your ability to treat equine conditions ranging from laminitis to foot cracks,
infections, trauma, vascular compromise, and arthritis. Comprehensive coverage addresses a wide
range of equine foot conditions. A unique collection of MIMICs provides beautifully detailed
anatomical hoof images. 284 high-quality images show conditions of the equine foot, including many
2-D reconstructions of MRI and CT data. Step-by-step case histories follow equine patients from
initial presentation through diagnosis to treatment and outcome. A convenient, templated format
provides quick access to clinical signs, diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis. Expert author Chris
Pollitt is a pioneer in the use of advanced radiographic, CT, and MRI technology for imaging equine
foot and laminitis problems to facilitate accurate diagnosis and effective treatment. A companion
website located at pollitthorsesfoot.com located at pollitthorsesfoot.com includes video clips of
equine foot cases.
  planar anatomy: TNM Staging Atlas Philip Rubin, John T. Hansen, 2008 Provides a fast, easy
way to see cancer staging throughout the human anatomy.
  planar anatomy: Functional Anatomy of the Spine Alison Middleditch, Jean Oliver,



2005-09-30 This book provides the solid foundation of knowledge therapists need to safely and
accurately treat musculoskeletal disorders of the spine. It presents a comprehensive view of applied
functional anatomy and biomechanics of the whole spine, examining normal and abnormal function
of the spine, the response of tissues to injury, and the effects of age-related changes. Thoroughly
referenced and extensively illustrated with over 200 original, high-quality diagrams, it serves as an
excellent resource for clinical decision making. The 2nd edition explores several areas in greater
depth - including the sacroiliac joint, thoracic biomechanics, muscles - and reviews recent papers
and the scientific evidence of functional anatomy. Accessory and physiological spinal movements are
thoroughly described. Palpation is covered in detail. Numerous guidelines for safe practice are
provided. A valuable, comprehensive chapter covers posture, lifting, and the prevention of injury.
Coverage of applied anatomy and biomechanics is written by therapists for therapists. New theories
on thoracic biomechanics are presented, rarely covered by other anatomy books. All topics have
been updated to reflect recent scientific evidence, enabling the reader to more effectively formulate
and manage treatment plans. New illustrations to complement the text and improve readers'
understanding of the material. A one-of-a-kind chapter covering the sacroiliac joint has been
comprehensively revised. Expanded material is provided on the autonomic nervous system, thoracic
spine biomechanics, and the biomechanics of the lower limb as it relates to the spine. New sections
address adverse neural tension, cervical discs, proprioception and muscle imbalance, and mechanics
of the jaw and upper cervical spine. An update on vertebral artery and blood supply presents the
latest knowledge on the subject.
  planar anatomy: Revisiting Cardiac Anatomy Farhood Saremi, 2011-07-12 This new atlas
represents a fresh fresh approach to cardiac anatomy, providing images of unparalleled quality,
along with explanatory text, to show in vivo heart anatomy and explain the clinically relevant
underlying anatomic concepts. In spite of amazing proliferation of information on the Internet and
multiple websites filled with up-to-date information, there is no similarly detailed and systematic
compilation of morphological imaging with CT. Organized for both systematic learning and to serve
as a quick, yet detailed reference for specific clinical questions, this book is an invaluable resource
for medical students and residents, cardiologists, and especially surgeons, interventionalists and
electrophysiologists, who depend on ever more detailed imaging support in order to successfully
perform increasingly complex coronary and noncoronary structural interventions and other
procedures.
  planar anatomy: Spinal Imaging and Image Analysis Shuo Li, Jianhua Yao, 2014-12-17 This
book is instrumental to building a bridge between scientists and clinicians in the field of spine
imaging by introducing state-of-the-art computational methods in the context of clinical applications.
Spine imaging via computed tomography, magnetic resonance imaging, and other radiologic
imaging modalities, is essential for noninvasively visualizing and assessing spinal pathology.
Computational methods support and enhance the physician’s ability to utilize these imaging
techniques for diagnosis, non-invasive treatment, and intervention in clinical practice. Chapters
cover a broad range of topics encompassing radiological imaging modalities, clinical imaging
applications for common spine diseases, image processing, computer-aided diagnosis, quantitative
analysis, data reconstruction and visualization, statistical modeling, image-guided spine
intervention, and robotic surgery. This volume serves a broad audience as contributions were
written by both clinicians and researchers, which reflects the intended readership as well, being a
potentially comprehensive book for all spine related clinicians, technicians, scientists, and graduate
students.
  planar anatomy: The Subtalar Joint, An issue of Foot and Ankle Clinics of North America Kent
Ellington, 2015-06-25 The subtalar joint, also known as the talocalcaneal joint, is a joint of the foot.
It occurs at the meeting point of the talus and the calcaneus.. This issue will include articles on
Subtalar anatomy and mechanics, Subtalar arthritis, Subtalar arthrodesis, open and arthroscopic,
indications and contraindications, Subtalar distraction arthrodesis and many more.
  planar anatomy: Clinically Oriented Anatomy Keith L. Moore, Arthur F. Dalley, A. M. R. Agur,



2013-02-13 Clinically Oriented Anatomy provides first-year medical students with the clinically
oriented anatomical information as it relates to the practice of medicine, dentistry, and physical
therapy. The 7th edition features a fully revised art program to ensure consistency and cohesiveness
of imaging style--Provided by publisher.
  planar anatomy: Intraoperative Ultrasound (IOUS) in Neurosurgery Francesco Prada, Luigi
Solbiati, Alberto Martegani, Francesco DiMeco, 2016-03-08 This book is intended as a practical
manual on the use of intraoperative ultrasound (IOUS) as a tool for imaging guidance during cranial
and spinal neurosurgical procedures. Full account is taken of the emergence of novel clinical
applications and recent technical advances, with extensive coverage of the impact of developments
such as improved probe technology, fusion imaging and virtual navigation, 3D ultrasound imaging,
contrast-enhanced ultrasound, and elastosonography. Basic principles of ultrasound are elucidated
in order to assist in the optimal use of IOUS and clear guidance is provided on the interpretation of
imaging findings in various pathologies. Informative comparisons are also made of the use of
techniques such as fusion imaging and contrast-enhanced ultrasound in general radiology and
neurosurgery. The aim of the authors is to enhance the general knowledge regarding intra-operative
ultrasound brain imaging, standardizing its use and exploring new techniques, leading in some way
toward compensating the lack of specific training in the application of ultrasound among the
neurosurgical community. IOUS is a sensitive tool that can improve surgical precision and help to
reduce morbidity.
  planar anatomy: Anatomy and Physiology for the Manual Therapies Andrew Kuntzman, Gerard
J. Tortora, 2009-08-17 Anatomy & Physiology for the Manual Therapies 1e is designed to meet the
specific needs of students preparing for careers in the manual therapies, such as massage therapy
and careers as physical therapy assistants. This book provides the most appropriate depth of
coverage for each body system -- in both narrative and visuals -- and by including relevant
applications linking the content to situations they will face in their careers.
  planar anatomy: Peri-operative Anesthetic Management in Liver Transplantation Vijay
Vohra, Nikunj Gupta, Annu Sarin Jolly, Seema Bhalotra, 2023-01-04 The book covers all aspects of
peri-operative anesthetic management of liver transplant patients. It provides a comprehensive
coverage of the relevant history, surgeons’, hepatologists’, intensivists’ and pediatricians’
perspective of the disease, its pathogenesis, clinical presentation and indication for transplant. It
discusses the practical aspects like fluid management and use of vasopressors. The book is divided
into sections for a better and comprehensive delivery of information. Individual sections provide up
to date information on the pre-operative issues and optimisation, intra-operative care and
management and post-operative critical care issues and management of all transplant patients with
special emphasis on recent advances. Separate sections cover ICU care of these patients in great
detail and anesthetic management of pediatric liver transplant. The book includes anesthetic
techniques involved in conducting multiorgan transplant. It discusses clinical approach to a patient
with acute liver failure, brain death criteria and laws and organ donor management. It also presents
newer techniques and methodologies adopted in the field of liver transplant. It includes ample
illustrations, flowcharts, key points in each chapter, figures and photographs. The book contains
chapters focusing on post-transplant patients presenting for non-transplant surgery. The book fills
the gap in the literature for a comprehensive guide for the anesthetist performing or pursuing liver
transplant, students/trainees/examinees who have a keen interest in this field and doctors dealing
with such patients in critical care, donor management, pursuing general anesthesia. It is also helpful
for hepatologists, intensivists and surgeons associated with liver transplant.
  planar anatomy: Principles of Anatomy and Physiology Gerard J. Tortora, Bryan H.
Derrickson, 2018-05-15 The phenomenally successful Principles of Anatomy and Physiology
continues to set the discipline standard with the 15th edition. Designed for the 2-semester anatomy
and physiology course, Principles of Anatomy and Physiology combines exceptional content and
outstanding visuals for a rich and comprehensive classroom experience. Enhanced for a digital
delivery, the 15th edition, gives students the ability to learn and explore anatomy and physiology



both inside and outside of the classroom.
  planar anatomy: Pelvic Cancer Surgery Hitendra R.H. Patel, Tim Mould, Jean V. Joseph, Conor
P. Delaney, 2015-02-28 Pelvic Cancer Surgery: Modern Breakthroughs and Future Advances brings
together the three main pelvic specialties (Urology, Gynecological Oncology and Colorectal Surgery)
into one volume. Patients have been shown to benefit from a multidisciplinary approach since it
allows surgeons of different specialties to learn from one another therefore enhancing the treatment
for the patient. Pelvic cancer outcomes are poor in low volume centres. These centres account for
80% of the global centres dealing with these cancers. Pelvic Cancer Surgery: Modern Breakthroughs
and Future Advances is a much needed book that can focus training and assist health professionals
in their care of patients with pelvic dysfunction. Pelvic Cancer Surgery: Modern Breakthroughs and
Future Advance is complete with full color illustrations and schematic diagrams and makes use of
key points and stepwise figures for an enhanced learning experience.
  planar anatomy: Endoscopic Ultrasonography Frank G. Gress, Thomas J. Savides,
2016-01-19 Year on year, there continue to be dramatic changes in endoscopic ultrasonography
(EUS) since it was first introduced 30 years ago. Advances in technology have meant that as well as
being used in the diagnosis of gastrointestinal disorders, EUS is now one of the primary diagnostic
and therapeutic modalities used in GI endoscopy. Back and improved for a new edition, Endoscopic
Ultrasonography is the market-leading book covering the topic. Written by leading experts in the
field, it provides a technical how-to approach to learning this advanced endoscopic procedure. The
highly-acclaimed authors provide step-by-step guidance to the fundamentals of EUS, giving clear
instructions on the instruments involved, the correct sedation procedures to follow and how EUS
should be performed safely and effectively. Every chapter discusses a specific aspect of EUS as it
relates to a particular gastrointestinal disorder or organ system. Brand new to this edition are: 1)
Seven new chapters on the hottest topics in EUS: Learning Anatomy for EUS; Elastography; Lung
Cancer; Autoimmune Pancreatitis; EUS for Liver Disease; Biliary Access; Pancreatic Fluid Collection
Drainage 2) A complete update of all previous chapters to reflect the most current clinical
recommendations 3) A host of new color images in every chapter Endoscopic Ultrasonography 3rd
edition is the ideal tool to consult to improve EUS skills and improve patient management, and an
essential purchase for all gastroenterologists and endoscopists.
  planar anatomy: Venous and Lymphatic Diseases Nicos Labropoulos, Gerard Stansby,
2006-05-15 With an invaluable selection of color images, this guide authoritatively covers the
identification, assessment, pathophysiology, epidemiology, and treatment of disorders affecting the
venous and lymphatic anatomy. Written by experts from several fields, this source considers topics
including the management of deep venous thrombosis, chronic venous
  planar anatomy: Textbook of Diagnostic Sonography - E-Book Sandra L. Hagen-Ansert,
2011-05-27 Stay up to date with the rapidly changing field of medical sonography! Heavily
illustrated and extensively updated to reflect the latest developments in the field, Textbook of
Diagnostic Sonography, 7th Edition equips you with an in-depth understanding of general/abdominal
and obstetric/gynecologic sonography, the two primary divisions of sonography, as well as vascular
sonography and echocardiography. Each chapter includes patient history, normal anatomy
(including cross-sectional anatomy), ultrasound techniques, pathology, and related laboratory
findings, giving you comprehensive insight drawn from the most current, complete information
available. Full-color presentation enhances your learning experience with vibrantly detailed images.
Pathology tables give you quick access to clinical findings, laboratory findings, sonography findings,
and differential considerations. Sonographic Findings highlight key clinical information. Key terms
and chapter objectives help you study more efficiently. Review questions on a companion Evolve
website reinforce your understanding of essential concepts. New chapters detail the latest clinically
relevant content in the areas of: Essentials of Patient Care for the Sonographer Artifacts in Image
Acquisition Understanding Other Imaging Modalities Ergonomics and Musculoskeletal Issues in
Sonography 3D and 4D Evaluation of Fetal Anomalies More than 700 new images (350 in color)
clarify complex anatomic concepts. Extensive content updates reflect important changes in urinary,



liver, musculoskeletal, breast, cerebrovascular, gynecological, and obstetric sonography.
  planar anatomy: International Anatomical Education Iain D. Keenan, Isabel Stabile, Asha
Venkatesh, 2025-08-10 Anatomy is intrinsically a three-dimensional and visual discipline. Anatomical
education is therefore primarily delivered using physical and digital three-dimensional visual
approaches to support student understanding of anatomy, including human body donor specimens
and technology-enhanced learning resources. The Trans-European Pedagogic Anatomy Research
Group (TEPARG) was founded in 2003 to promote scholarly, research-informed, and evidence-based
approaches to the design and implementation of anatomical education. TEPARG brings together
enthusiastic anatomy teachers and pedagogic researchers from across Europe and beyond to share
good practice and create new projects in support of anatomical education. The work presented in
this volume demonstrates careful consideration by the authors of several key areas within the
current complex landscape of international anatomical education. This volume is presented in two
subthemes, with the first section concerning broad considerations of modern anatomy curricula in
England, Scotland, Wales, and Austria, and the second section involving discussion of pedagogic
innovations for the delivery of anatomical education to learners and to the wider public in Italy,
Spain, Australia, and the United Kingdom. The work presented in this volume will have implications
for anatomical educators and pedagogic researchers in the anatomical sciences who are seeking to
develop their own anatomy curricula, and to implement effective, evidence-based, and research
informed visualization strategies and innovations into their teaching.
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