dog tibia anatomy

dog tibia anatomy is a crucial aspect of understanding the skeletal structure of dogs, particularly
in relation to their movement and overall health. The tibia, commonly known as the shinbone, plays a
vital role in the dog's leg, providing support and stability. This article will delve into the detailed
anatomy of the dog tibia, its functions, common injuries, and the implications of tibial issues in
canine health. By exploring these topics, pet owners and veterinary professionals can gain a deeper
understanding of how to care for their dogs' skeletal health. Below, you will find a comprehensive
overview of dog tibia anatomy.
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Structure of the Tibia

Anatomical Features

The tibia is one of the two long bones in the dog's lower leg, the other being the fibula. In terms of
anatomy, the tibia consists of several key features that are essential for its function:

e Tibial Plateau: The upper surface of the tibia, which articulates with the femur to form the
knee joint.

e Tibial Tuberosity: A prominent bony projection on the anterior aspect where the patellar
ligament attaches.

e Medial and Lateral Condyles: The rounded ends of the tibia that help form the knee joint
with the femur.

e Shaft: The long, cylindrical part of the bone that provides support and strength.

¢ Distal End: The lower end of the tibia that connects with the ankle bones.



The tibia is a weight-bearing bone, crucial for the dog's mobility. Its structure allows it to withstand
significant forces during activities like running, jumping, and walking.

Comparison with the Fibula

While the tibia is the primary weight-bearing bone, the fibula runs parallel to it and serves as a
support structure. The fibula is much thinner and does not bear as much weight as the tibia. Instead,
it provides stability to the leg and serves as an attachment point for muscles and ligaments.
Understanding the relationship between these two bones is essential for diagnosing and treating leg
injuries in dogs.

Functions of the Tibia in Dogs

Weight Bearing and Support

The primary function of the tibia is to bear weight and support the dog's body during movement. It
distributes the load from the femur down to the ankle and foot, allowing for efficient locomotion. The
tibial structure provides not only vertical support but also lateral stability, which is vital for
maintaining balance, especially during rapid movements.

Movement and Locomotion

The tibia plays a significant role in a dog's ability to run, jump, and walk. The knee joint, formed by
the tibia and femur, allows for flexion and extension, which are essential for various activities:

e Flexion: The bending of the leg at the knee, crucial for lifting the paw off the ground.

e Extension: Straightening the leg, necessary for pushing off the ground during walking or
running.

 Stability: The tibia helps stabilize the knee joint, preventing excess movement that could lead
to injury.

These movements are essential for a dog's agility and ability to navigate different terrains.

Common Injuries and Conditions

Tibial Fractures

Tibial fractures are one of the most common injuries affecting the tibia in dogs. These fractures can
occur due to various reasons, including trauma, falls, or accidents during play. Symptoms of a tibial



fracture may include:
¢ Pain and swelling around the leg.
e Inability to bear weight on the affected limb.

e Visible deformity or abnormal angle of the leg.

Timely diagnosis and treatment are crucial to ensure proper healing.

Cruciate Ligament Injury
Another significant condition related to the tibia is cranial cruciate ligament (CCL) injury. This
ligament is essential for knee stability and connects the femur to the tibia. Injuries to this ligament
can lead to instability in the knee joint and may cause:

e Joint swelling and pain.

e Reduced range of motion in the knee.

e Difficulty in performing activities like jumping or running.

Veterinarians often recommend surgical intervention to repair a torn CCL, which may involve
stabilizing the joint to prevent further damage.

Treatment and Prevention of Tibial Injuries

Veterinary Interventions

When a dog suffers from a tibial injury, it is essential to seek veterinary care promptly. Treatment
options may vary depending on the severity of the injury and can include:

¢ Rest and Rehabilitation: In minor cases, rest and physical therapy may be sufficient for
recovery.

e Surgery: More severe fractures or ligament injuries may require surgical repair to restore
function.

e Medications: Pain management and anti-inflammatory medications can assist in the recovery
process.

The veterinarian will determine the most appropriate treatment plan based on the individual dog's



condition.

Preventive Measures
Preventing tibial injuries is crucial for maintaining a dog's overall health. Some effective strategies
include:

e Regular exercise to maintain muscle strength and joint flexibility.

e Weight management to reduce stress on the joints.

¢ Avoiding high-impact activities in young or growing dogs.

By taking these preventive measures, pet owners can help ensure their dogs remain active and
injury-free.

Conclusion

Understanding dog tibia anatomy is essential for recognizing the importance of this bone in a dog's
overall health and mobility. The tibia not only supports weight and facilitates movement but is also
susceptible to various injuries that can significantly impact a dog's quality of life. By being aware of
the structure, functions, and potential issues related to the tibia, pet owners and professionals can
contribute to better health outcomes for their canine companions.

Q: What is the role of the tibia in a dog's leg?

A: The tibia serves as the primary weight-bearing bone in a dog's leg, providing support and stability
during movement. It connects the knee joint to the ankle, allowing for essential activities like
walking, running, and jumping.

Q: How does a tibial fracture occur in dogs?

A: Tibial fractures in dogs can occur due to trauma, accidents, falls, or excessive force during
physical activities. They often result in pain and an inability to bear weight on the affected limb.

Q: What are the symptoms of a cranial cruciate ligament
injury?

A: Symptoms of a cranial cruciate ligament injury include joint swelling, pain, reduced range of
motion in the knee, and difficulty performing activities that require jumping or running.



Q: How are tibial injuries treated in dogs?

A: Treatment for tibial injuries may involve rest, rehabilitation, surgical intervention, and pain
management. The specific treatment plan depends on the injury's severity and the dog's overall
health.

Q: What preventive measures can I take to avoid tibial injuries
in my dog?

A: Preventive measures include regular exercise to maintain muscle strength, weight management
to reduce stress on joints, and avoiding high-impact activities in young or growing dogs.

Q: Can a dog fully recover from a tibial fracture?

A: Yes, with appropriate treatment and care, many dogs can fully recover from a tibial fracture and
return to their normal activities. Recovery time may vary based on the severity of the fracture and
the dog’s age and health.

Q: What is the difference between the tibia and fibula in dogs?

A: The tibia is the primary weight-bearing bone in the dog's leg, while the fibula runs parallel to it
and provides additional support and stability but does not bear significant weight.

Q: How can I tell if my dog has a tibial injury?

A: Signs of a tibial injury may include limping, swelling, pain, or visible deformity in the leg. If you
suspect an injury, it is essential to consult a veterinarian for a proper diagnosis.

Q: Is surgery always necessary for tibial injuries?

A: Not always. Some minor tibial injuries may heal with rest and rehabilitation, while more severe
cases, such as fractures or complete ligament tears, may require surgical intervention for proper
healing.

Q: Are certain dog breeds more prone to tibial injuries?

A: Yes, certain breeds, particularly those with high activity levels or those predisposed to joint
issues, may be more vulnerable to tibial injuries. Regular monitoring and preventive care are
essential for these breeds.
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dog tibia anatomy: Radiography of the Dog and Cat M. C. Muhlbauer, S. K. Kneller,
2024-01-18 Radiography of the Dog and Cat A convenient and authoritative quick-reference guide to
help you get the most from radiography of dogs and cats. In the newly revised second edition of
Radiography of the Dog and Cat: Guide to Making and Interpreting Radiographs, the authors deliver
a thorough update to a celebrated reference manual for all veterinary personnel, student to
specialist, involved with canine and feline radiography. The book takes a straightforward approach
to the fundamentals of radiography and provides easy-to-follow explanations of key points and
concepts. Hundreds of new images have been added covering normal radiographic anatomy and
numerous diseases and disorders. Readers of the book will also find: An expanded positioning guide
along with images of properly positioned radiographs. Numerous examples of radiographic artifacts
with explanations of their causes and remedies. Detailed explanations of many contrast radiography
procedures, including indications, contraindications, and common pitfalls. Comprehensive
treatments of Musculoskeletal, Thoracic, and Abdominal body parts, including both normal and
abnormal radiographic appearances and variations in body types. Perfect for veterinary practitioners
and students, the second edition of Radiography of the Dog and Cat: Guide to Making and
Interpreting Radiographs is also a valuable handbook for veterinary technical staff seeking a
one-stop reference for dog and cat radiography.

dog tibia anatomy: Veterinary Surgery: Small Animal Expert Consult - E-BOOK Spencer A.
Johnston, Karen M. Tobias, 2017-06-14 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 with Essential
Purchase designation in Veterinary Medicine**Focus on the how and why of medical/surgical
conditions — the critical issues that lead to successful outcomes for your patients — with Veterinary
Surgery: Small Animal, Second Edition. This two-volume full-color resource offers an authoritative,
comprehensive review of disease processes, a thorough evaluation of basic clinical science
information, and in-depth discussion of advanced surgeries. With an updated Expert Consult website
you can access anytime and detailed coverage of surgical procedures, it is the definitive reference
for surgical specialists, practicing veterinarians, and residents. - Expert Consult website offers
access to the entire text online, plus references linked to original abstracts on PubMed. -
Comprehensive coverage includes surgical biology, surgical methods and perioperative care,
neurosurgery, and orthopedics in Volume One, and all soft tissue surgery organized by body system
in Volume Two. - Extensive references to published studies available on Expert Consult show the
factual basis for the material. - Strong blend of clinical and basic science information facilitates a
clear understanding of clinical issues surrounding operative situations. - Highly recognized
contributing authors create chapters from their own experience and knowledge base, providing the
most authoritative, current information available. - Coverage of anatomy, physiology, and
pathophysiology in chapters on specific organs includes information critical to operative procedures
and patient management. - In-depth chapters on anesthesia, surgical oncology, tumors of the spine,
and musculoskeletal neoplasia provide valuable resources for practicing surgeons, especially in the
area of cancer treatment. - Preoperative considerations and surgical implications for surgical
procedures help surgeons make decisions about treatment approaches. - NEW and UPDATED!
Expert Consult website with print text plus complete online access to the book's contents, so you can
use it anytime — anywhere. - EXPANDED! Coverage of interventional radiology techniques in
Volume Two (soft tissue volume) to provide cutting-edge information on contemporary imaging
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modalities that gain access to different structures of the patient's body for diagnostic and
therapeutic reasons. - NEW and UPDATED! Expanded coverage of coaptation devices and small
animal prosthetics clearly explains how they are used in a variety of clinical situations. -
EXPANDED! Principles of minimally invasive plate treatment added to Volume One (orthopedic
volume) to show how these advancements maximize healing and protect the patient while meeting
the surgeon's goals in using fracture fixation.

dog tibia anatomy: Skeletal Research: An Experimental Approach David J. Simmons,
2012-12-02 Skeletal Research, An Experimental Approach discusses experimental studies on bone
cell and tissue biochemistry, biomechanics, isolation, and methods of analysis. Divided into four
parts encompassing 21 chapters, this book describes the advantages and limitations of approaches
and options available for bone laboratories. The opening part of this book describes the isolation,
characterization, and methods of analysis of bone and cartilage cells and their organ cultures. This
description is followed by discussions on the intermediary metabolism of growth and articular
cartilage; the isolation of plasma membranes from calcified connective tissues; and the aspects of
lipidology as it applies to calcified tissue. The third part of this book focuses on the chemical,
histochemical, and pathophysiological studies of bone as tissue. This text includes significant
chapters on bone's biomechanics and bioelectricity; bone mineral composition; collagen
biochemistry; calcium metabolism; and blood flow. Studies on bone and cartilage as circadian
systems in rats and mice, emphasizing the importance of this aspect of experimental design, are
covered in the concluding part of this book. This text is an ideal resource to experienced researchers
and young investigators who wish to expand their technical knowledge on bone research.

dog tibia anatomy: A Guide to Canine and Feline Orthopaedic Surgery Hamish Denny,
Steve Butterworth, 2008-04-30 This successful book, first published in 1980 and now in its fourth
edition, provides an authoritative guide for busy practitioners trying to keep pace with current
trends in small animal orthopaedic surgery. In this new edition Hamish Denny and Steven
Butterworth have retained the same practical approach but have completely rewritten and updated
the book to provide a comprehensive review of orthopaedic and spinal conditions in the dog and cat.
The illustrations have also undergone a major overhaul and the many line drawings are now
combined with photographs and radiographs to clarify diagnostic and surgical techniques. Although
the size of the book has increased, its regional approach to problems still enables the reader to use it
as a rapid reference guide. It will prove an invaluable source of information for veterinary
practitioners diagnosing and treating orthopaedic and spinal problems, while postgraduate students
taking further qualifications in orthopaedics will find a sound basis for their studies and further
reading provided here.

dog tibia anatomy: Mosby's Comprehensive Review for Veterinary Technicians - E-Book
Monica M. Tighe, Marg Brown, 2007-10-17 Mosby's Comprehensive Review for Veterinary
Technicians, 3rd edition introduces and reviews the material in each of your veterinary technology
courses. Key topics ranging from basic and clinical science, diagnostics and applications, to
professional practices and issues are presented in a user-friendly outline format that is ideal whether
you're a new student or you're reviewing for your certification exams. This title includes additional
digital media when purchased in print format. For this digital book edition, media content is not
included. Comprehensive coverage of veterinary technology spans basic and clinical sciences,
applications, patient management, nursing, nutrition, anesthesia and pharmacology, as well as
personal, practice and professional management skills - everything you need for both the U.S. and
Canadian certification exams. Care of large animals, birds, reptiles and laboratory animals, in
addition to cats and dogs, is included. Chapter outlines, learning outcomes and expanded glossaries
help you comprehend and retain essential material. Summary tables are ideal for reference or
review. Review questions at the end of each chapter, in addition to a 300-question comprehensive
review exam, test and reinforce your knowledge of veterinary technology. Six appendixes ensure
crucial resources are always at your fingertips. State-of-the-art Alternative Imaging Technology
chapter discusses computed tomography and nuclear scintigraphy to complement ultrasound



technology. Enhanced content highlights vet tech responsibilities in genetics, small animal nursing,
veterinary dentistry, zoonoses, breeding/reproduction, neonatal care, and much more. Small animal
nursing instruction now includes dermatology, auricular treatments and ophthalmology. Extended
pharmacology coverage features pain management. Personal and practice management skills
include expanded OSHA/WHMIS guidelines and ethics discussions.
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dog tibia anatomy: Handbook of Small Animal Radiological Differential Diagnosis E-Book Ruth
Dennis, Robert M. Kirberger, Frances Barr, Robert H. Wrigley, 2010-04-27 The Handbook of Small
Animal Radiology and Ultrasound: Techniques and Differential Diagnoses provides a user-friendly
reference for a wide range of radiographic and ultrasonographic findings in dogs and cats. Key
features - Enables successful and clear interpretation of radiographs and ultrasonograms - Offers
clearly sequenced text arrangement from the identification of the radiographic or sonographic
abnormalities to a list of subsequent considerations for each sign - Prioritizes different clinical
findings to tailor further diagnostic tests or therapeutic interventions - Takes imaging abnormalities
from the descriptive to the interpretative New to this edition - Colour throughout enhances
user-friendliness - Many new conditions - Extra illustrations show techniques and normal anatomy -
Additional information on techniques, normal appearance and disease processes - Expanded Further
Reading sections This book is intended for all users of small animal diagnostic imaging, from
radiologists through to general practitioners to veterinary students, and will be an invaluable
supplement to existing references in the subject.

dog tibia anatomy: Complete Healthy Dog Handbook Betsy Brevitz, 2009-04-16 The
Complete Healthy Dog Handbook is a superb, reassuring, and comprehensive work. Dr. Spock for
dogs.—Elle magazine wrote of its first edition, originally published as The Hound Health Handbook,
and now completely revised and updated. Today's dog owners are more attuned to their pets' health
and well-being than ever before. And with good reason: Americans spend upward of $10 billion
annually on their canine companions. The Complete Healthy Dog Handbook is the one essential and
truly readable book for these devoted dog owners. Surpassingly clear and complete, with more than
100 illustrations and diagrams, it covers everything from choosing the best dog to puppy care,
nutrition, vaccines, behavior, first aid, and senior care, plus thorough discussions of more than 100
canine illnesses. Reflecting the latest advances in veterinary medicine, this edition offers
up-to-the-minute advice on design dog breeds, pet food safety, homemade diets, changing vaccine
protocols, new medications for allergies, car sickness, obesity, and heart disease, developments in
surgery and cancer treatment, pet insurance, and more. With The Complete Healthy Dog Handbook,
the vet is always in.

dog tibia anatomy: The Complete Dog Book American Kennel Club, 2007-12-18 For more
than seventy-five years, The Complete Dog Book has been the premier reference on purebred dogs.
Now in its twentieth edition, this treasured guide is an essential volume for every dog owner and
owner-to-be. Comprehensive and thoughtfully organized, The Complete Dog Book features all 153
breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club, the official breed standards, breed histories, and
photographs. Also included are the twelve most recently recognized breeds: Anatolian Shepherd
Dog, Black Russian Terrier, German Pinscher, Glen of Imaal Terrier, Havanese, Lowchen, Neapolitan
Mastiff, Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retriever, Parson Russell Terrier, Polish Lowland Sheepdog,
Spinone Italiano, and Toy Fox Terrier. Along with AKC registration procedures and current forms,
The Complete Dog Book includes sections on ¢ choosing the dog that’s right for you ¢ training ¢
nutrition ¢ grooming ¢ responsible breeding ¢ canine first-aid * joining a dog club ¢ Canine Good
Citizen® program ¢ every AKC sport: Agility, Conformation, Coonhound, Earthdog, Field Trials,
Herding, Hunt Tests, Junior Showmanship, Lure Coursing, Obedience, Rally, and Tracking
Concluding with an extensive glossary of terms and line drawings, The Complete Dog Book is a
reference that dog aficionados will turn to again and again.

dog tibia anatomy: Canine Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy Darryl Millis, David Levine,
2013-10-25 Bridging the gap between human physical therapy and veterinary medicine, Canine



Rehabilitation and Physical Therapy, 2nd Edition provides vets, veterinary students, and human
physical therapists with traditional and alternative physical therapy methods to effectively evaluate
and treat dogs with various debilitating conditions. Coverage includes treatment protocols for many
types of cutaneous, neurologic, and musculoskeletal injuries to facilitate a faster and more complete
recovery. Overall, this book is an extensive text for anyone interested in pursuing canine
rehabilitation and physical therapy Reviewed by: Helen Davies, University of Melbourne on behalf of
Australian Veterinary Journal, March 2015 Invaluable protocols for conservative and postoperative
treatment ensure the successful healing of dogs and their return to full mobility. Printable medical
record forms on the companion website, including client information worksheets, referral forms,
orthopedic evaluation forms, and more, can be customized for your veterinary practice. Six
completely updated chapters on exercising dogs define the basic principles of aquatic and
land-based exercise and how they may be applied to dogs, as well as how physical therapy
professionals can adapt common human exercises to dogs. Numerous chapters on therapeutic
modalities, including therapeutic lasers, illustrate how physical therapy professionals can adapt
common human modalities to dogs. Physical examination chapters offer comprehensive information
on orthopedics, neurology, and rehabilitation. New chapters keep you up to date with coverage of
joint mobilization, rehabilitation of the athletic patient, biomechanics of rehabilitation, and physical
therapy for wound care. A companion website includes 40 narrated video clips of various modalities
and exercises used to correct problems with lameness, hip disorders, and gait analysis, plus
downloadable and printable orthopedic, neurologic, and physical rehabilitation forms, in addition to
a client information worksheet, referral form and letter, and a daily flowsheet form.
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dog tibia anatomy: Review Questions and Answers for Veterinary Technicians E-Book
Heather Prendergast, 2021-02-01 Prepare for VINE success! Review Questions and Answers for
Veterinary Technicians, 6th Edition provides 5,000 VTNE-style questions that have been reviewed
and updated to reflect the latest changes to the Veterinary Technician National Examination. The
book begins with multiple-choice questions on basic knowledge, including anatomy and physiology,
hospital management, calculations, and terminology. It continues with a Q&A review of core subjects
such as pharmacology, surgical nursing, laboratory procedures, diagnostic imaging, and pain
management. Written by veterinary technology educator Heather Prendergast, this review includes
an Evolve website allowing you to create customized, timed practice exams that mirror the VINE
experience. - More than 5,000 multiple-choice questions are rigorously reviewed, mirror the type of
questions found on the VINE, and are designed to test factual knowledge, reasoning skills, and
clinical judgment. - Detailed rationales are included in the print text and on the Evolve website,
reinforcing student knowledge and providing the reasoning behind answers. - Organization of the
book into primary subject areas reflects the latest version of the VINE. - Customized exam
generator on Evolve offers a simulated test-taking experience with customized practice tests and
timed practice exams with instant feedback and extended rationales. - NEW! More than 200 new
questions are added to this edition.

dog tibia anatomy: Dogs Xiaoming Wang, Richard H. Tedford, 2008-07-03 Two noted
paleontologists present a detailed portrait of the family Canidae across 40 million years of evolution
in this illustrated volume. After decades of research and analysis, paleontologists Xiaoming Wang
and Richard H. Tedford established the modern framework for understanding the evolutionary
relationship of canids. Combining their work with Mauricio Antdn's reconstructions of both extinct
and extant species, Wang and Tedford now present a nuanced and visually stunning portrait of the
origin and evolution of canids. The fossil record of the Canidae, particularly those from their
birthplace in North America, are the strongest of their kind among known groups of carnivorans.
Such a wonderfully detailed evolutionary history makes the canid an ideal model organism for the




mapping of predator behavior and morphological specializations. With its innovative illustrated
approach to this important branch of animal and fossil study, Dogs provides an unprecedented
reference for anyone interested in the evolution of these fascinating animals.

dog tibia anatomy: Animal Physiotherapy Catherine McGowan, Lesley Goff, 2016-03-17 A
thoroughly updated edition of this essential reference guide for physiotherapists and physical
therapists, looking to apply the proven benefits of physiotherapy to the treatment of companion and
performance animals. Seven new chapters provide greatly expanded coverage of practical treatment
and rehabilitation Includes reviews of different physiotherapy techniques, drawing on both human
and animal literature Discusses approaches in small animal medicine as well as for elite equine
athletes Provides applied evidence-based clinical reasoning model, with case examples Now in full
colour with many more illustrations
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dog tibia anatomy: ABCs of Dog Breeding: Replacing Myths with Facts - Practical Rules for All
Breeders Claudia Waller Orlandi, PhD, 2025-08-01 What Every New and Experienced Breeder
Should Know! A reader-friendly toolbox chock full of practical genetic principles by award-winning
breeder, Claudia Orlandi. The ABCs of Dog Breeding takes an easy-to-understand, step-by-step
approach to breeding and is designed to help anyone find success and joy in their quest to produce
beautiful, healthy dogs for showing or performance. Hundreds of eye-catching graphics, along with
brightly-colored interior pages, extra-large print, and original artwork enhance learning and make
this science-based manual a visually unique reference to which serious dog breeders will return
again and again. The ABCs of Dog Breeding is the foundation for the author’s more than 150 popular
seminars on dog breeding and canine anatomy. A toolbox approach discusses (1) Genetics, (2)
Breeding Systems, (3) Pedigree, (4) Selection, (5) Genetic Defects, (6) Anatomy and (7) Kennel
Blindness, in a step-by-step format with a goal of giving breeders the knowledge and confidence to
make sound breeding decisions. Genetic principles dispel myths related to topics like the following:
Is the sire more important than the dam? What is the definition of inbreeding / linebreeding? Should
an inferior dog with an excellent pedigree be bred? Is the pedigree more important than the dog
itself? Is breeding to the littermate of a favored dog the same as breeding to the favored dog itself?
Is there scientific validity to the tail male/tail female theory of breeding? Along with extensive
references, each chapter in the ABCs of Dog Breeding includes Real Life! sections, which highlight
breeding concepts; Bark Smart Charts, which summarize key points; and Toss Up study guide
questions. Successfully breeding purebred dogs is 50% science and 50% art. The SCIENCE of
breeding deals with the breeding systems (inbreeding/linebreeding and outcrossing) used to mate
each dog and calls for a knowledge of genetic principles. The ART of breeding has to do with the
dogs that you select to mate and requires an understanding of anatomy and an eye for a dog, which
is the ability to evaluate a dog as one piece in terms of quality, balance and correctness. Many dog
breeders ignore genetic principles! Reasons range from: “genetics is over my head,” to “randomness
and chance in breeding make genetics pointless” to the most popular chant: “genetics is boring and
I'm OK without it!” The reality is, breeding revolves around randomness and chance and if we
understand and use genetic principles, we have a set of breeding rules to follow. Not following these
rules increases the chance of producing inferior dogs who are more prone to health problems; we
also waste time and resources. Observing the rules of genetics provides a short cut to breeding
better, healthier dogs. Longterm breeding success requires an understanding of why something
happens in a breeding program. This is the stuff of genetics and is key to keeping the good things
and eliminating undesirable traits in the dogs we breed. Just as our ability to read and write requires
learning our ABCs, learning to breed purebred dogs begins with a layman’s understanding of how a
sire and dam pass traits on to offspring. The ABCs of Dog Breeding is written for serious breeders
who wish to learn practical, easy-to-use breeding principles that will help them make better
breeding decisions.
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