
complete anatomy heart

complete anatomy heart is a complex and vital subject that encompasses the structure, function, and overall
significance of the heart within the human body. Understanding the complete anatomy of the heart not
only provides insights into its critical role in the circulatory system but also highlights its various
components, including chambers, valves, blood vessels, and associated structures. This article will delve into
the intricate details of the heart's anatomy, its physiological functions, common diseases, and advancements
in cardiac health. By exploring these topics, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the heart's
anatomy and its importance in human health.
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Overview of Heart Anatomy

The heart is a muscular organ located in the thoracic cavity, primarily responsible for pumping blood
throughout the body. It is roughly the size of a fist and is situated between the lungs, slightly to the left of
the midline. The heart comprises four main chambers: two atria and two ventricles. Each chamber has a
specific role in the circulation of blood, which is crucial for supplying oxygen and nutrients to tissues while
removing carbon dioxide and waste products.

The heart is encased in a protective sac known as the pericardium, which consists of two layers: the fibrous



pericardium and the serous pericardium. This structure not only provides support but also allows the heart
to move freely within the chest cavity as it contracts and relaxes. The heart's muscular walls, known as the
myocardium, are responsible for its pumping action, while the endocardium lines the heart chambers and
valves, ensuring a smooth flow of blood.

Heart Chambers and Valves

Atria

The heart's upper chambers, known as the atria, consist of the right atrium and the left atrium. The right
atrium receives deoxygenated blood from the body through the superior and inferior vena cavae, while
the left atrium receives oxygenated blood from the lungs via the pulmonary veins. The atria play a crucial
role in the heart's function by serving as reservoirs for blood before it is pumped into the ventricles.

Ventricles

The heart's lower chambers, the ventricles, include the right ventricle and the left ventricle. The right
ventricle pumps deoxygenated blood to the lungs through the pulmonary artery, facilitating gas exchange.
In contrast, the left ventricle pumps oxygenated blood to the rest of the body through the aorta, making it
the most muscular chamber of the heart due to the high pressure required for systemic circulation.

Heart Valves

Four main valves regulate blood flow through the heart, ensuring unidirectional movement. These valves
include:

Tricuspid Valve: Located between the right atrium and right ventricle, it prevents backflow of blood
into the atrium during ventricular contraction.

Pulmonary Valve: Situated between the right ventricle and pulmonary artery, it opens to allow
blood to flow to the lungs.

Mitral Valve: Found between the left atrium and left ventricle, it prevents backflow into the atrium
during ventricular contraction.



Aortic Valve: Located between the left ventricle and aorta, it controls blood flow from the heart to
the body.

Blood Vessels Associated with the Heart

The heart is closely associated with a network of blood vessels that play a critical role in the circulatory
system. These vessels include arteries, veins, and capillaries. The major blood vessels connected to the heart
are:

Aorta: The largest artery in the body that distributes oxygenated blood from the left ventricle to the
systemic circulation.

Pulmonary Arteries: Carry deoxygenated blood from the right ventricle to the lungs for
oxygenation.

Pulmonary Veins: Transport oxygenated blood from the lungs back to the left atrium.

Superior and Inferior Vena Cava: Bring deoxygenated blood from the body back to the right atrium.

These vessels work in tandem with the heart to maintain effective circulation and ensure that all body
tissues receive the necessary oxygen and nutrients.

Electrical Conduction System

The heart's ability to pump blood effectively is largely attributed to its electrical conduction system, which
coordinates the heart's rhythm and contractions. This system includes specialized cardiac cells that generate
and transmit electrical impulses. Key components of this system are:

Sinoatrial (SA) Node: Often referred to as the natural pacemaker, it initiates the electrical impulse
that stimulates heart contractions.

Atrioventricular (AV) Node: Acts as a gatekeeper, slowing the electrical signal before it passes to the
ventricles.



Bundle of His: Conducts impulses from the AV node to the ventricles.

Purkinje Fibers: Distribute the electrical impulse throughout the ventricles, ensuring a coordinated
contraction.

This electrical system is vital for maintaining a regular heartbeat and ensuring that the heart can respond to
changing demands for blood flow during different activities.

Common Heart Diseases

Heart diseases are among the leading causes of morbidity and mortality worldwide. Understanding the
anatomy of the heart is crucial in diagnosing and treating these conditions. Some common heart diseases
include:

Coronary Artery Disease (CAD): Caused by the buildup of plaque in the coronary arteries, leading to
reduced blood flow to the heart muscle.

Heart Failure: A condition where the heart cannot pump enough blood to meet the body's needs,
often resulting from other heart conditions.

Arrhythmias: Abnormal heart rhythms caused by disruptions in the heart's electrical conduction
system.

Valvular Heart Disease: Involves damage to one or more of the heart valves, affecting blood flow
through the heart.

Early detection and management of these conditions can significantly improve patient outcomes and
quality of life.

Advancements in Cardiac Health

Recent advancements in cardiac health have greatly improved the diagnosis and treatment of heart
diseases. Innovations include:



Minimally Invasive Surgery: Techniques such as catheter-based interventions allow for repair or
replacement of heart valves with less trauma.

Telemedicine: Remote monitoring and consultations have enhanced access to cardiac care.

Artificial Intelligence: AI algorithms are increasingly used for early detection and risk assessment of
heart diseases.

Genetic Testing: Identifying genetic predispositions to heart conditions allows for personalized
prevention strategies.

These advancements are revolutionizing cardiac care and improving survival rates for individuals with
heart conditions.

Conclusion

Understanding the complete anatomy of the heart is essential for appreciating its role in maintaining
overall health. From its intricate structure of chambers and valves to its complex electrical conduction
system, the heart is a remarkable organ that plays a pivotal role in the circulatory system. Awareness of
common heart diseases and the latest advancements in cardiac health can empower individuals to take
proactive steps in managing their heart health. A comprehensive understanding of the heart's anatomy not
only aids medical professionals in diagnosing and treating conditions but also educates the public on the
importance of heart health.

Q: What is the function of the heart?
A: The heart's primary function is to pump blood throughout the body, supplying oxygen and nutrients to
tissues while removing waste products like carbon dioxide.

Q: How many chambers does the heart have?
A: The heart has four chambers: two atria (upper chambers) and two ventricles (lower chambers).

Q: What is coronary artery disease?
A: Coronary artery disease (CAD) is a condition characterized by the buildup of plaque in the coronary
arteries, which can restrict blood flow to the heart muscle and lead to heart attacks.



Q: What are heart valves, and why are they important?
A: Heart valves are structures that ensure unidirectional blood flow through the heart. They prevent
backflow and are essential for maintaining proper circulation.

Q: What role does the SA node play in the heart?
A: The sinoatrial (SA) node acts as the heart's natural pacemaker, generating electrical impulses that initiate
each heartbeat and regulate the heart's rhythm.

Q: What are common symptoms of heart disease?
A: Common symptoms of heart disease include chest pain, shortness of breath, fatigue, palpitations, and
swelling in the legs and ankles.

Q: How can heart disease be prevented?
A: Heart disease can be prevented through a healthy lifestyle that includes regular exercise, a balanced diet,
maintaining a healthy weight, and avoiding smoking and excessive alcohol consumption.

Q: What advancements are being made in cardiac treatments?
A: Advancements in cardiac treatments include minimally invasive surgeries, telemedicine, artificial
intelligence for risk assessment, and genetic testing for personalized medicine.

Q: What is heart failure?
A: Heart failure is a condition in which the heart is unable to pump enough blood to meet the body's needs,
often resulting from various heart diseases.

Q: How does the electrical conduction system work?
A: The electrical conduction system of the heart coordinates its rhythm and contractions through
specialized cells that generate and transmit electrical impulses, ensuring effective pumping of blood.
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for medical or healthcare exams, and review for clinical practice. It features: · Vibrant and detailed
images on card fronts, with need-to-know structures labeled by number for easy self-testing ·
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Webber, William E. Harmon, Deirdre A. Kelly, Kim M. Olthoff, 2009-04-08 Pediatric Solid Organ
Transplantation is acomprehensive and succinct text on all aspects of pediatric solidorgan
transplantation. It provides a ready source of reference, toboth the basic science and organ specific
surgical technique andafter care. This second edition has been extensively updated inlight of recent
developments in this rapidly advancing area. The only textbook devoted to the field of
pediatrictransplantation A definitive reference for all those interested in improvingthe care and
quality of life of children undergoing solid organtransplantation Section on immunosuppression has
been expanded by four chaptersto include sections on; - mechanisms of action - therapies for the
sensitized patient - post-transplant lymphoproliferative disorders - organ toxicities of
immunosuppressive therapy A new section has been added on the many topics related toquality of
life that effect survivors of pediatrictransplantation International editorial and contributor team
represents a widegeographical range and contains both recognized leaders andemerging experts
Whether you are an established sub-specialist in pediatrictransplantation, a transplant surgeon, or a
pediatric specialist ina related area, this book will answer all your questions about careof the
pediatric patient before, during, and aftertransplantation.
  complete anatomy heart: Cardiovascular Imaging E-Book Vincent Ho, Gautham P. Reddy,
2010-11-09 Cardiovascular Imaging, a title in the Expert Radiology Series, edited by Drs. Vincent Ho
and Gautham P. Reddy, is a comprehensive 2-volume reference that covers the latest advances in
this specialty. It provides richly illustrated, advanced guidance to help you overcome the full range
of diagnostic, therapeutic, and interventional challenges in cardiovascular imaging and combines an
image-rich, easy-to-use format with the greater depth that experienced practitioners need. Online
access at www.expertconsult.com allows you to rapidly search for images and quickly locate the
answers to any questions. - Access the fully searchable text online at www.expertconsult.com, along
with downloadable images. - View 5000 full-color digital images of both radiographic images and
cutting-edge modalities—MR, multislice CT, ultrasonography, and nuclear medicine. - Tap into
comprehensive coverage that includes diagnostic and therapeutic options, with an emphasis on
cost-effective imaging. - Consult the experience of a diverse group of experts on cardiovascular
imaging from around the globe. - Find information quickly and easily thanks to consistent and tightly
focused chapters, a full-color design, and key points boxes.
  complete anatomy heart: The Hidden Secrets Saga: Complete Collection W.J. May,
2016-11-30 The Complete Hidden Secrets Saga in one collection! Seventh Mark - Part 1 & Part 2
Beautiful, quiet Rouge is trying to figure out who she is and what she wants to be. With little
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knowledge about her past, she has questions but has never tried to find the answers. Everything
changes when she befriends a strangely intoxicating family. Siblings Grace and Michael, appear to
have secrets which seem connected to Rouge. Her hunch is confirmed when a horrible incident
occurs at party. Rouge may be the only one who can find the answer. An ancient journal, a Siorghra
necklace and a special mark force life-altering decisions for a girl who grew up unprepared to fight
for her life or others .All secrets have a cost and Rouge's determination to find the truth can only
lead to trouble...or something even more sinister. Marked by Destiny Sometimes the past isn't what
you expect it to be. Rouge has survived the last months of school and is starting a new chapter after
graduation. She wants answers to the questions about her past and is still hiding secrets from those
she loves. Her hope is to find what she needs in Niagara Falls so she can move forward in her
relationship with Michael and have a chance to convince his family that she is worthy of him. The
ancient Grollic Book reveals another of its secrets, only to Rouge. She desperately wants to find the
truth about her past. Nothing could have prepared her for what she's about to learn. Compelled The
secrets of her past have been revealed, but Rouge’s life is still shrouded in mystery. The Grollics
want her dead, she’s forbidden to be with the boy she loves, and her brother–who is the enemy–may
be the only one she can trust. The deeper she digs into the past, the more trouble awaits. Can she
find answers in the ancient journal she carries, or is she opening Pandora’s box? Fate's Intervention
How do choose between power of passion or the power of peace? After finally coming face to face
with her greatest foe, Bentos, Rogue has a decision to make. Joshua, the new grolics alpha has been
labeled as her true mate, but her heart belongs to Michael. Rouge joins Joshua with her brother to
discover more about who she is and where to gain access to the true power of three.. What she finds
growing within her will change everything. Power is queen, but love and new life is King. Chosen
Three How do you choose between life, love and the future? You can't. Rob’s missing. Rouge’s
passed out. Caleb just told her that Rob’s been taken away to be put down. Oh yeah, and Rouge’s
pregnant. Wait, what?! Rouge’s the Seventh Mark, Michael’s a guardian who’s already dead. How
can he get her pregnant? The high and mighty Caleb is even more determined now to stop Rouge
and the abomination growing in her belly. On the run from Caleb and the Higher Council, on a
mission to save Rob, and at the same time trying to stop the dark angel Rouge summoned – the team
must figure out what the Power of Three is before Bentos kills them all. However, there’s a catch: if
they go after the dark angel and kill it, anyone with angel blood in them will die. If they kill Bentos,
there is rumor that all his offspring will die except the next Seventh Mark. When everything looks
lost, will there be any chance of hope for the future? Find out in the final installment of the Hidden
Secrets Saga, CHOSEN THREE. Search Terms: magic, shifters, werewolves and shifters, romance
paranormal werewolves and shifters, vampire series, vampires and witches, alpha, Alpha Bad Boy,
bad boy obsession, urban fantasy, suspense, romance, Young Adult, paranormal, mystery, series, w.j.
may, paranormal romance, paranormal fantasy, new adult, witches, horror, horror romance,
werewolves, werewolf series, werewolf romance, superpowers, supernatural, superhero fantasy
ebooks, complete series, sagas, anthologies, collections.
  complete anatomy heart: Novel approaches in cardiac imaging Giuseppe Pannarale, Artur
Dziewierz, Francesco Pelliccia, Carlo Gaudio, 2023-06-30
  complete anatomy heart: Essential Anatomy Marc Tedeschi, 2000-04-04 This book will
familiarise healing practitioners and martial artists with basic concepts of the human body, as
defined by both Western and Eastern medical traditions, allowing those engaged in healing and
martial arts to develop a more complete, holistic, and scientifically forward-looking understanding of
the body. Included are: an overview of Western anatomical concepts; an overview of Eastern medical
principles; a comprehensive listing of Oriental pressure points and meridians in English, Chinese,
Japanese, and Korean, cross-referenced to nerves, blood vessels, and other anatomical landmarks;
twenty essential self-massage and revival techniques; detailed principles of pressure point fighting,
as used in traditional Asian martial arts.
  complete anatomy heart: The Complete Works of Stephen Charnock Stephen Charnock, 1864
  complete anatomy heart: The Complete Works of Stephen Charnock, B.D. Stephen Charnock,



1864
  complete anatomy heart: Kumar and Clark's Clinical Medicine E-Book Parveen Kumar,
Michael L Clark, 2012-06-04 Kumar & Clark’s Clinical Medicine 8 builds on the prize-winning
formula that won the first prize in the BMA Book Awards Medicine Category in 2010 (7th edition)
and 2006 (6th edition). ‘This book is comprehensive, student friendly (if still intimidating in size!)
and covers such a vast breadth of knowledge. It still remains the primary ‘must-have’ text book of
any budding doctor, or qualified one at that. This book is stunning in its breadth and in its ease of
use. It still remains as the ‘gold-standard’ thorough guide to clinical medicine its forefathers were.’
BMA Judges 2010 'This is one of a select few books that deserves to be in most doctors' personal
possession and it's as simple as that. ...’ Dr Harry Brown. New to this edition: New chapter on
palliative medicine. Five times the number of margin clinical photos. New echocardiography images.
Double the number of dermatological images; including all the major lesion morphologies covered in
a single page. 16 new authors. New sections on protein synthesis, energy production and stem cells.
New members of the International Advisory Board from India, South Africa, Poland and the Middle
East. 7 new online chapters from the International Advisory Board. Key online features: 30 extra
short chapters online, written by members of the International Advisory Board to cover key
international issues, such as malaria, envenoming and HIV. Animated practical procedures,
including lumbar puncture, central venous and bladder catheterization, arterial cannulation etc.
heart and lung sounds, and interactive surface anatomy available online. Full text online through
StudentConsult. Add your own notes and bookmarks. Search across all the StudentConsult resources
you own online in one place. New to this edition: New chapter on palliative medicine. Five times the
number of margin clinical photos. New echocardiography images. Double the number of
dermatological images; including all the major lesion morphologies covered in a single page. 16 new
authors. New sections on protein synthesis, energy production and stem cells. New members of the
International Advisory Board from India, South Africa, Poland and the Middle East. 7 new online
chapters from the International Advisory Board.
  complete anatomy heart: Examination papers Royal university of Ireland, 1888
  complete anatomy heart: Fundamentals of Clinical Practice Mark B. Mengel, Warren L.
Holleman, Scott A. Fields, 2007-05-08 Fundamentals of Clinical Practice, Second Edition presents
medical students with a comprehensive guide to the social ramifications of a physician's work, and
more experienced practitioners with the tools to augment their own patient-centered techniques.
  complete anatomy heart: Cardiovascular Disease, An Issue of Clinics in Perinatology Nikhil K.
Chanani, Shannon E.G. Hamrick, 2016-02-19 The impact of cardiovascular disease on an infant
extends from the fetal period to well beyond childhood. Perinatalogists and neonatologists can
impact maternal and fetal health through wide range of diagnostic modalities and interventional
techniques. For our edition focused on cardiovascular health, we sought to encompass the breadth
of knowledge that would be the most relevant for the bed side clinician. Our goal was to assemble
contents that would allow a clinician to quickly peruse the journal, and then be prepared to make a
medical decision. The interaction between cardiology and perinatology/neonatology includes
genetics, diagnostics, interventions, counseling, routine stabilization and day to day care. Ultimately,
the goal is to establish the foundation for a healthy adult. For this reason, we have even included
chapters on topics that are significant on a day to day basis (such as the proper environment for a
newborn) and a long term basis (like the overall neurodevelopmental impact of our interventions).
Hopefully, whether in the middle of the night as an emergency reference or during the day as a
reliable guide, this edition of Clinics in perinatology will be an important bedside tool for anyone
that participates in the care of a patient with perinatal heart disease.
  complete anatomy heart: Oxford Textbook of Medicine: Cardiovascular Disorders David
Warrell, Timothy Cox, John Firth, Jeremy Dwight, 2016-06-03 The Oxford Textbook of Medicine:
Cardiovascular Disorders is selected from the cardiology section of the renowned Oxford Textbook of
Medicine. An authoritative resource on heart disease and beautifully illustrated in full colour, it is an
essential guide to best practice in managing and preventing a wide variety of cardiovascular



disorders. Chapters on arrhythmias, acute coronary syndromes and cardiac surgery have been
completely revised and updated, together with new chapters on blood vessels and the endothelium,
cardiac physiology, syncope and palpitations, and cardio-renal syndrome. Heart failure and heart
disease in pregnancy are thoroughly treated, while imaging chapters evaluate the latest techniques
and illustrate all clinical features with detailed images. In 46 finely crafted chapters with clear
essentials, experts in cardiovascular disease review the essentials of diagnosis, guidelines and
practice and provide a wealth of practical advice for use in clinical situations. In addition,
background information on epidemiology, pathogenesis and pathophysiology encourages a fuller
understanding of conditions, and more than 350 full colour images help with diagnosis. This
essential reference tool supports all medical professionals seeking a general outline of treatment
and prevention of cardiovascular disorders, and fills the gap between undergraduate teaching texts
and specialist texts for cardiologists. Cardiologists and general physicians will find it immensely
valuable when diagnosing and managing heart disease in their day-to-day practice. It is also of
usefor trainees in cardiology and general medicine, especiallythose interested in applied
cardiovascular pathophysiology.
  complete anatomy heart: Essential Anatomy and Physiology in Maternity Care Linda
Wylie, 2000 This new book fills the urgent need for an anatomy and physiology text relevant to the
practice of midwifery. ESSENTIAL ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY FOR MATERNITY CARE is a
straightforward, basic anatomy and physiology textbook aimed at midwives. It focuses on systems of
the body and refers the reader to other sources for background reading in more specialized areas
such as cell biology or genetics. In addition to basic anatomy and physiology, each chapter includes
a separate section on associated disorders of pregnancy for that system.
  complete anatomy heart: Mental Health Medicines Management for Nurses Stan
Mutsatsa, Author, 2021-02-24 Mental Health Medicines Management for Nurses provides nursing
students with guidance on how to manage medicines safely and effectively when treating patients
with mental health conditions. It outlines how psychiatric drugs work, what the common treatments
are, the ethical, legal, and person-centred aspects of working with psychiatric medicines, and how
medicines can and should be used in mental health care. Using innovative activities and real-life
case studies, this book has been carefully designed to be the ideal resource to build knowledge and
confidence in this important area of practice. Key features: Updated in-line with the latest NMC
standards of proficiency for registered nurses. Includes clear explanations of both the underlying
biology and pharmacology as well as the wider practicalities of working with medicines. Highlights
the most common mental health conditions and associated treatments, including coverage of the
possible side effects for all drugs described in the book. NEW: Increased emphasis on prescribing
with new content on consultation, history taking, and decision-making when prescribing. NEW:
Updated sections on ethics, consent, pharmacokinetics, antipsychotics, and adverse drug reactions.
  complete anatomy heart: The Complete Works of Stephen Charnock: Discourses on divine
Providence and the existence and attributes of God Stephen Charnock, 1864
  complete anatomy heart: Medical Image Recognition, Segmentation and Parsing S. Kevin
Zhou, 2015-12-11 This book describes the technical problems and solutions for automatically
recognizing and parsing a medical image into multiple objects, structures, or anatomies. It gives all
the key methods, including state-of- the-art approaches based on machine learning, for recognizing
or detecting, parsing or segmenting, a cohort of anatomical structures from a medical image.
Written by top experts in Medical Imaging, this book is ideal for university researchers and industry
practitioners in medical imaging who want a complete reference on key methods, algorithms and
applications in medical image recognition, segmentation and parsing of multiple objects. Learn: -
Research challenges and problems in medical image recognition, segmentation and parsing of
multiple objects - Methods and theories for medical image recognition, segmentation and parsing of
multiple objects - Efficient and effective machine learning solutions based on big datasets - Selected
applications of medical image parsing using proven algorithms - Provides a comprehensive overview
of state-of-the-art research on medical image recognition, segmentation, and parsing of multiple



objects - Presents efficient and effective approaches based on machine learning paradigms to
leverage the anatomical context in the medical images, best exemplified by large datasets - Includes
algorithms for recognizing and parsing of known anatomies for practical applications
  complete anatomy heart: Physical Assessment for Nurses and Healthcare Professionals
Carol Lynn Cox, 2019-01-09 Physical Assessment for Nurses and Healthcare Professionals offers a
practical and comprehensive guide to best clinical practice when taking patient history and physical
examination. This accessible text is structured in accordance with the competencies for advanced
practice in assessment, diagnosis and treatment as published by the RCN. Following a systematic,
systems-based approach to patient assessment, it includes a summary of the key clinical skills
needed to develop and improve clinical examination in order to confidently assess, diagnose, plan
and provide outstanding care. In this revised edition, colour photographs and case studies have been
included to assist health care practitioners in their assessment of the patient. This important guide:
Includes a highly visual colour presentation with photographs and illustrations Features a wide
range of key learning points to help guide practice Offers illustrative examples, applications to
practice and case studies Written for health care students, newly qualified and advanced nurse
practitioners, and those in the allied health professions, Physical Assessment for Nurses and
Healthcare Professionals is the essential guide for developing the skills needed to accurately access
patient history and physical examination.
  complete anatomy heart: Fetal Cardiology John Simpson, Vita Zidere, Owen I. Miller,
2018-10-24 This practical book describes a systematic approach to the ultrasound examination of the
fetal heart based on accepted screening recommendations. The written content is enhanced by
images and videos of both normal and abnormal sonographic findings. Fetal Cardiology: A Practical
Approach to Diagnosis and Management goes further than simply describing core screening views.
It includes extended views of the fetal heart, the use of Doppler techniques and assessment of fetal
cardiac function. “Variants” which can be encountered in practice are described as well as the
features of the major groups of cardiac abnormalities and fetal arrhythmias. Because the authors
include experienced fetal and paediatric cardiologists, the focus is not only on diagnostic features
but also the approach to postnatal care and prognosis. This content is enhanced by inclusion of
chapters relating to associated fetal abnormalities, the genetics of congenital heart disease and new
imaging modalities such as MRI of the fetal heart. The book equips all those using ultrasound to
image the fetus with a clear concise reference to meet the challenge of new guidelines and to
expand their knowledge of complementary echocardiographic techniques and management. It
details why prenatal recognition of congenital heart disease is being prioritised to allow for parental
choice, recognition of associated abnormalities and improvement of postnatal outcome. As such, this
book will be important for all professionals, whether they be a cardiologist, fetal medicine specialist,
sonographer or midwife.
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