pre algebra inequality

pre algebra inequality is a fundamental concept in mathematics, serving as a crucial stepping stone for
students as they advance through their education. At its core, an inequality expresses the relationship
between two expressions that may not be equal, using symbols such as >, <, =, and <. Understanding pre
algebra inequalities is essential for solving real-world problems, graphing functions, and preparing for
higher-level algebra and calculus. This article will delve into the definition, types, and applications of
inequalities in pre algebra, provide methods for solving them, and explore common mistakes students
make. Additionally, we will discuss how to graph inequalities and their importance in various fields such as

economics, engineering, and science.
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Definition of Pre Algebra Inequality

A pre algebra inequality is a mathematical statement that compares two expressions and indicates that one
is greater than, less than, or equal to the other. Unlike equations that assert equality, inequalities allow for a

range of values. The symbols used to represent inequalities include:

e > - greater than

< - less than

e > - greater than or equal to

< - less than or equal to



For example, the inequality x + 3 > 5 indicates that the expression x + 3 is greater than 5. This means that
there are multiple possible values for x that satisfy this condition, specifically any x that is greater than 2.
Understanding how to interpret and manipulate these inequalities is crucial for solving problems across

various mathematical contexts.

Types of Inequalities

In pre algebra, inequalities can be categorized into several types, each serving different purposes in

mathematical reasoning and problem-solving.

Linear Inequalities

Linear inequalities involve expressions that are linear, meaning they can be represented in the form ax + b
> ¢, where a, b, and c are constants. These inequalities can be solved using similar techniques as linear
equations, but they require special attention to the direction of the inequality sign when multiplying or

dividing by negative numbers.

Quadratic Inequalities

Quadratic inequalities involve terms that are quadratic, such as ax® + bx + ¢ > 0. Solving these inequalities
typically requires factoring the quadratic expression and determining the intervals where the inequality
holds true. This often involves finding the roots of the quadratic equation and testing intervals between

and beyond these roots.

Compound Inequalities

Compound inequalities involve two or more inequalities combined into one statement, such asa < x <b.

These can be solved simultaneously to find a range of acceptable values for the variable.

Solving Inequalities

Solving inequalities requires a systematic approach, similar to solving equations but with additional



considerations regarding the inequality signs. Here are the general steps involved:

1. Isolate the variable: Use inverse operations to get the variable alone on one side of the inequality.

2. Reverse the inequality sign: If you multiply or divide by a negative number, be sure to flip the

inequality sign.

3. Check your solution: Substitute values back into the original inequality to verify they satisfy the

condition.

For example, to solve the inequality -2x + 4 < 10, one would first subtract 4 from both sides to get -2x < 6,

and then divide by -2, remembering to flip the sign to x > -3.

Graphing Inequalities

Graphing inequalities is an essential skill that allows students to visualize the solutions. The process

typically involves the following steps:

1. Graph the boundary line: Start by graphing the corresponding equation as if it were an equality. Use

a solid line for < or = and a dashed line for < or >.

2. Choose a test point: Select a point not on the line (often (0,0) if it is not on the line) to determine

which side of the line represents the solution set.

3. Shade the appropriate area: Shade the region that satisfies the inequality, indicating all the possible

solutions.

Graphing helps in visualizing the solution set and is particularly useful for compound inequalities, where

multiple regions may need to be shaded.

Applications of Inequalities

Inequalities are not just theoretical concepts; they have practical applications in various fields. Some notable



areas include:

¢ Economics: Inequalities can represent constraints in budget or resource allocation.
¢ Engineering: Inequalities are used in design specifications to ensure safety and functionality.

e Science: In experiments, inequalities help describe ranges of acceptable measurements or outcomes.

Understanding inequalities empowers students to tackle real-world problems and make informed decisions

based on mathematical reasoning.

Common Mistakes in Inequality Problems

Students often encounter challenges when working with inequalities. Some common mistakes include:

e Forgetting to flip the inequality sign: This often occurs when dividing or multiplying by a negative

number.

e Incorrectly solving compound inequalities: Failing to address each part of a compound inequality can

lead to incomplete solutions.

¢ Not checking solutions: It's essential to verify that solutions actually satisfy the original inequality.

By recognizing these pitfalls, students can develop stronger skills in handling inequalities effectively.

Conclusion

Pre algebra inequalities form the backbone of many mathematical concepts and real-world applications.
From understanding their definitions and types to learning how to solve and graph them, mastering
inequalities is crucial for any aspiring mathematician or scientist. The skills developed through studying
inequalities will serve students well as they progress to more advanced topics in algebra and beyond. By
avoiding common mistakes and applying the techniques discussed, learners can enhance their problem-

solving abilities and gain confidence in their mathematical prowess.



Q What is a pre algebra inequality?

A: A pre algebra inequality is a mathematical statement that compares two expressions, indicating that one

is greater than, less than, or equal to the other, using symbols such as >, <, >, and <.

Q How do you solve linear inequalities?

A: To solve linear inequalities, isolate the variable using inverse operations while paying attention to the

direction of the inequality sign, especially when multiplying or dividing by negative numbers.

Q What are common types of inequalities encountered in pre algebra?

A: Common types of inequalities in pre algebra include linear inequalities, quadratic inequalities, and

compound inequalities, each serving a different purpose in problem-solving.

Q How can I graph inequalities effectively?

A: To graph inequalities, start by graphing the boundary line based on the corresponding equation, choose a
test point to determine which side to shade, and then shade the appropriate region that satisfies the

inequality.

Q What are some real-world applications of inequalities?

A: Inequalities have numerous applications in economics for budget constraints, in engineering for design

specifications, and in science for acceptable ranges of measurements.

Q What mistakes should I avoid when working with inequalities?

A: Common mistakes include forgetting to flip the inequality sign when dividing or multiplying by a
negative number, incorrectly solving compound inequalities, and neglecting to check solutions against the

original inequality.

Q Why is it important to understand inequalities?

A: Understanding inequalities is crucial as they represent real-world situations and constraints, and

mastering them prepares students for more advanced mathematical concepts and applications.



Q Can inequalities have multiple solutions?

A: Yes, inequalities can have multiple solutions, as they often represent a range of values rather than a

single answer, which is a fundamental aspect of their nature.

Q How do quadratic inequalities differ from linear inequalities?

A: Quadratic inequalities involve expressions that contain squared terms (like ax* + bx + c), while linear

inequalities involve expressions that are first-degree (like ax + b). The methods for solving them also differ.

Q What role do inequalities play in calculus?

A: In calculus, inequalities are essential for understanding limits, continuity, and optimization problems,

where determining the intervals of increase or decrease is crucial for analyzing functions.
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taker's #1 Choice! Recommended by Test Prep Experts! The perfect guide for students of every
level, Pre-Algebra for Beginners will help you incorporate the most effective methods and all the
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self-study and classroom usage! Visit www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice
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only book you will ever need to ACE the Pre-Algebra Test! Successfully Used by Thousands of
Pre-Algebra Test Takers Pre-Algebra Prep 2020 - 2021 is dedicated to preparing test takers to ace
the Pre-Algebra Test. This comprehensive Pre-Algebra Prep book with hundreds of examples, and
abundant Pre-Algebra questions is all you will ever need to fully prepare for the Pre-Algebra course.
Effortless Math unique study program provides you with an in-depth focus on the Pre-Algebra
concepts, helping you master the math skills that students find the most troublesome. This
Pre-Algebra preparation book contains most common sample questions that are most likely to
appear in the Pre-Algebra test. Inside the pages of this comprehensive Pre-Algebra book, students
can learn basic math operations in a structured manner with a complete study program to help them
understand essential math skills. It also has many exciting features, including: Content 100% aligned
with the 2020 Pre-Algebra test Written by Algebra instructors and test experts Complete coverage of
all Pre-Algebra concepts and topics which you will be tested Over 2,500 additional Pre-Algebra
practice questions in both multiple-choice and grid-in formats with answers grouped by topic, so you
can focus on your weak areas Abundant Math skill building exercises to help test-takers approach
different question types that might be unfamiliar to them Exercises on different Pre-Algebra topics
such as integers, percent, equations, polynomials, exponents and radicals Pre-Algebra Prep 2020 -
2021 is an incredibly useful resource for those who want to review all topics being covered on the
Pre-Algebra test. It efficiently and effectively reinforces learning outcomes through engaging
questions and repeated practice, helping you to quickly master Math skills. Recommended by Test
Prep Experts Visit www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice

pre algebra inequality: Basic Math & Pre-Algebra Super Review The Editors of REA,
2013-06-15 Need help with Basic Math and Pre-Algebra? Want a quick review or refresher for class?
This is the book for you! REA’s Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Super Review gives you everything you
need to know! This Super Review can be used as a supplement to your high school or college
textbook, or as a handy guide for anyone who needs a fast review of the subject. « Comprehensive,
yet concise coverage - review covers the material that is typically taught in a beginning-level math
and pre-algebra course. Each topic is presented in a clear and easy-to-understand format that makes
learning easier. ¢ Packed with practice - each review lesson is packed with practice questions and
answers for each topic. Practice what you've learned and build your basic math and pre-algebra
skills, so you’ll be ready for any problem you encounter on your next quiz or test. * Detailed answers
- our practice problems come with step-by-step detailed solutions to help you understand the
material and sharpen your skills. Whether you need a quick refresher on the subject, or are prepping
for your next exam, we think you’ll agree that REA’s Super Review provides all you need to know!

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra and Algebra Rebecca Wingard-Nelson, 2012-01-01 This
guidebook teaches readers how to solve multiple choice, short-answer, and show-your-work test
questions. They'll become comfortable with these skills so they're ready for tests. A great book for
students to use on their own, or with parents, teachers, or tutors. Free worksheets are available on
enslow.com.

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra Preparation 2020 - 2021 Reza Nazari, Ava Ross,
2020-03-23 The BEST prep book to help you ACE the Pre-Algebra! Pre-Algebra Preparation 2020 -
2021 is designed by top Math instructors to help test takers succeed on the Pre-Algebra course. This
Pre-Algebra prep new edition has been updated to replicate questions appearing on the most recent
Pre-Algebra courses. Upon completion of this comprehensive Pre-Algebra prep book, you will have a
solid foundation and sufficient practice to ace the Pre-Algebra test. This prep book is your ticket to
scoring higher on Pre-Algebra test. Pre-Algebra Preparation 2020 - 2021 contains many exciting and
unique features to help you improve your test scores, including: Content 100% aligned with the 2020
Pre-Algebra test Complete coverage of all Pre-Algebra concepts and topics which you will be tested
Numerous Pre-Algebra practice questions in both multiple-choice and grid-in formats with answers
grouped by topic, so you can focus on your weak areas Abundant Math skill-building exercises to




help test-takers approach different question types that might be unfamiliar to them This Pre-Algebra
prep book and other Effortless Math Education books are used by thousands of students each year to
help them review core content areas, brush-up in math, discover their strengths and weaknesses,
and achieve their best scores on the Pre-Algebra test. Recommended by Test Prep Experts Visit
www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra Tutor Reza Nazari, Ava Ross, The Most Effective
Pre-Algebra Strategies Ever Published! All the Tools You Need to Succeed on the Pre-Algebra test
2020! Feeling anxious about the Pre-Algebra? Not sure your math skills are up to the task? Don’t
worry, Pre-Algebra Tutor has you covered! Focusing on proven test-taking strategies,
easy-to-understand math principles, and professional guidance, Pre-Algebra Tutor is your
comprehensive study guide for the Pre-Algebra test! Each chapter includes a study-guide formatted
review and quizzes to check your comprehension on the topics covered. With this self-study guide,
it’s like having your own tutor for a fraction of the cost! What does the Pre-Algebra Tutor offer? -
Content 100% aligned with the 2020 Pre-Algebra test - Step-by-Step guides to all Pre-Algebra
concepts and topics covered in the 2020 test - Over 500 additional Pre-Algebra practice questions
featuring multiple-choice and grid-in formats with answers grouped by topic, so you can focus on
your weak areas - Abundant Math skill-building exercises to help test-takers approach different
question types that might be unfamiliar to them The surest way to succeed on the Pre-Algebra Test
is with intensive practice in every math topic tested—and that's what exactly what you'’ll get! With
the Pre-Algebra Tutor, you’ll have everything you need to ace the Pre-Algebra right in your hands.
Start studying today! This book is your ticket to ace the Pre-Algebra Test! Successfully Used by
Thousands of Students! Visit www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice

pre algebra inequality: Barron's Math 360: A Complete Study Guide to Pre-Algebra with
Online Practice Barron's Educational Series, Caryl Lorandini, 2021-09-07 Barron’s Math 360:
Pre-Algebra is your complete go-to guide for everything pre-algebra This comprehensive guide is an
essential resource for: Intermediate and high school courses Homeschooling Virtual Learning
Learning pods Inside you’ll find: Comprehensive Content Review: Begin your study with the basic
building blocks of pre-algebra and build as you go. Topics include, fractions, expressions, equations,
graphing word problems, and much more. Effective Organization: Topic organization and simple
lesson formats break down the subject matter into manageable learning modules that help guide a
successful study plan customized to your needs. Clear Examples and [llustrations: Easy-to-follow
explanations, hundreds of helpful illustrations, and numerous step-by-step examples make this book
ideal for self-study and rapid learning. Practice Exercises: Each chapter ends with practice exercises
designed to reinforce and extend key skills and concepts. These checkup exercises, along with the
answers and solutions, will help you assess your understanding and monitor your progress. Access to
Online Practice: Take your learning online for 50 practice questions designed to test your knowledge
with automated scoring to show you how far you have come.

pre algebra inequality: The Everything Guide to Pre-Algebra Jane Cassie, 2013-09-18
Master the building blocks of mathematics! Not everyone is born a math whiz. Sometimes, all you
need is a little extra help and practice to improve your comprehension. If you're a student
encountering complex math for the first time, a parent wanting to help with homework, or an adult
returning to school, The Everything Guide to Pre-Algebra is perfect for you. This essential guide uses
simple explanations, step-by-step examples, and lots of review exercises to cover all the pre-algebra
basics, including: Rational and irrational numbers Fractions, decimals, and percents Variables and
functions Expressions and equations Number properties Inequalities Absolute values Plane geometry
With unique study strategies and proven test-taking tips, The Everything Guide to Pre-Algebra will
help boost your math knowledge--and your confidence--one right answer at a time.

pre algebra inequality: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Reza Nazari, Ava Ross, 2019-09-07 The
Only Book You will Ever Need to Prepare for the Pre-Algebra Course! Basic Math and Pre-Algebra
provides students with the confidence and math skills they need to succeed on the Pre-Algebra
course. This comprehensive Prep book with hundreds of examples and over 2,000 skill building



exercises is all you will ever need to fully prepare for the Prep-Algebra. It will help you hone your
math skills and boost your confidence -- and do your best to succeed on the Prep-Algebra Test.
Whether you are intimidated by math, or even if you were the first to raise your hand in the Math
classes, this book can help you incorporate the most effective method and the right strategies to
prepare for the Prep-Algebra course successfully. Basic Math and Pre-Algebra is a breakthrough in
Math learning — offering a winning formula and the most powerful methods for learning basic
pre-algebra topics confidently. The surest way to succeed on Prep-Algebra course is with intensive
practice in every math topic tested--and that's what you will get in Basic Math and Pre-Algebra. Each
chapter of this focused format has a comprehensive review created by Math experts and instructors
that goes into detail to cover all of the content likely to teach in any Prep-Algebra course. Not only
does this all-inclusive prep book offer everything you will ever need to conquer Prep-Algebra, it also
contains many sample Prep-Algebra questions that reflect the format and question types on the
Prep-Algebra exam to help you check your exam-readiness and identify where you need more
practice. Inside the pages of this comprehensive prep book, students can learn math topics in a
structured manner with a complete study program to help them understand essential math skills. It
also has many exciting features, including: Content 100% aligned with the Prep-Algebra courses
Written by Math tutors and experts Complete coverage of all Prep-Algebra concepts and topics
Step-by-step guide for all Prep-Algebra Math topics Over 2,000 additional Pre-Algebra practice
questions with answers grouped by topic, so you can focus on your weak areas Basic Math and
Pre-Algebra is the only book you'll ever need to master Prep-Algebra concepts. It can be used as a
self-study course - you do not need to work with a Math tutor. (It can also be used with a Math
tutor) Ideal for self-study as well as for classroom usage. Get ready for the Pre-Algebra Exam with a
PERFECT Prep Book! Published By: Effortless Math Education www.EffortlessMath.com

pre algebra inequality: Homework Helpers: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Denise Szecsei,
2025-09-12 Homework Helpers: Basic Math and Pre-Algebrawill help build a solid mathematical
foundation and enable students to gain the confidence they need to continue their education in
mathematics. Particular attention is placed on topics that students traditionally struggle with the
most. The topics are explained in everyday language before the examples are worked. The problems
are solved clearly and systematically, with step-by-step instructions provided. Problem-solving skills
and good habits, such as checking your answers after every problem, are emphasized along with
practice problems throughout, and the answers to all of the practice problems are
provided.Homework Helpers: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra is a straightforward and easy-to-read
review of arithmetic skills. It includes topics that are intended to help prepare students to
successfully learn algebra, including:Working with fractionsUnderstanding the decimal system
Calculating percentagesSolving linear equalitiesGraphing functions Understanding word problems

pre algebra inequality: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Carolyn Wheater, 2014-08-05 Idiot's
Guides: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra helps readers get up to speed and relearn the primary concepts
of mathematics, geometry, and pre-algebra. Content includes basic math operations (addition,
subtraction, multiplication, division); word problems; factors and multiples; fractions, decimals, and
percents; weights and measures; graphs; statistics and probability; and algebra and geometry
basics. A practice problems section is also included to help reinforce the math concepts. This book is
ideal for anyone needing a refresher in order to pass entrance exams, such as the GED®, ASVAB,
and Praxis®.

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra Out Loud Pat Mower, 2016-03-11 An essential guide for
teaching students in grades 5-9 how to write about math Learning to read and write efficiently
regarding mathematics helps students to understand content at a deeper level. In this third book in
the popular math 'Out Loud' series, Mower provides a variety of reading and writing strategies and
activities suitable for elementary and middle school pre-algebra courses, covering such key skills as
integers and exponents, fractions, decimals and percents, graphing, statistics, factoring, evaluating
expressions, geometry and the basics of equations. Includes dozens of classroom tested strategies
and techniques Shows how reading and writing can be incorporated in any math class to improve



math skills Provides unique, fun activities that will keep students interested and make learning stick
This important guide offers teachers easy-to-apply lessons that will help students develop a deeper
understanding of mathematics.

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra Workbook Michael Smith, 2020-08-18 Prepare for the
Pre-Algebra with a Perfect Workbook! Pre-Algebra Workbook is a learning workbook to prevent
learning loss. It helps you retain and strengthen your Math skills and provides a strong foundation
for success. This Pre-Algebra book provides you with solid foundation to get a head starts on your
upcoming Pre-Algebra Test. Pre-Algebra Workbook is designed by top math instructors to help
students prepare for the Pre-Algebra course. It provides students with an in-depth focus on the
Pre-Algebra concepts. This is a prestigious resource for those who need an extra practice to succeed
on the Pre-Algebra test. Pre-Algebra Workbook contains many exciting and unique features to help
you score higher on the Pre-Algebra test, including: Over 2,500 Pre-Algebra Practice questions with
answers Complete coverage of all Math concepts which students will need to ace the Pre-Algebra
test Two Pre-Algebra practice tests with detailed answers Content 100% aligned with the latest
Pre-Algebra courses This Comprehensive Workbook for the Pre-Algebra is a perfect resource for
those Pre-Algebra takers who want to review core content areas, brush-up in math, discover their
strengths and weaknesses, and achieve their best scores on the Pre-Algebra test. Published By: The
Math Notion www.mathnotion.com

pre algebra inequality: Pre-Algebra Workbook 2020 - 2021 Reza Nazari, Ava Ross,
2020-03-23 The best workbook to help you prepare for the Pre-Algebra test! Pre-Algebra Workbook
2020 - 2021 provides students with the confidence and math skills they need to succeed on the
Pre-Algebra, offering a solid foundation of basic Math topics with abundant exercises for each topic.
It is designed to address the needs of Pre-Algebra test takers who must have a working knowledge of
basic Math. This comprehensive workbook with over 2,500 sample questions is all you need to fully
prepare for the Pre-Algebra final test. It will help you learn everything you need to ace the test. This
Pre-Algebra workbook's new edition has been updated to replicate questions appearing on the most
recent Pre-Algebra tests. Upon completion of this workbook, you will have a solid foundation and
sufficient practice to ace the Pre-Algebra test. This workbook is your ticket to scoring higher on
Pre-Algebra test. Inside the pages of this comprehensive Pre-Algebra workbook, you can learn basic
math operations in a structured manner with a complete study program to help you understand
essential math skills. It also has many exciting features, including: Content 100% aligned with the
2020 Pre-Algebra test Written by Math tutors and test experts Complete coverage of all Pre-Algebra
concepts and topics which you will be tested Over 2,500 additional Pre-Algebra practice questions in
both multiple-choice and grid-in formats with answers grouped by topic, so you can focus on your
weak areas Abundant Math skill building exercises to help test-takers approach different question
types that might be unfamiliar to them Exercises on different Pre-Algebra topics such as integers,
percent, equations, polynomials, exponents and radicals This Pre-Algebra Workbook and other
Effortless Math Education books are used by thousands of students each year to help them review
core content areas, brush-up in math, discover their strengths and weaknesses, and achieve their
best scores on the Pre-Algebra test. Visit www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice

pre algebra inequality: McDougal Littell Pre-Algebra , 2004-01-27

pre algebra inequality: Inequality for All William Schmidt, Curtis McKnight, 2015-04-17
Inequality for All makes an important contribution to current debates about economic inequalities
and the growing achievement gap, particularly in mathematics and science education. The authors
argue that the greatest source of variation in opportunity to learn is not between local communities,
or even schools, but between classrooms. They zero in on one of the core elements of
schooling—coverage of subject matter content—and examine how such opportunities are distributed
across the millions of school children in the United States. Drawing on data from the third TIMMS
international study of curriculum and achievement, as well as a six-district study of over 500 schools
across the United States, they point to Common Core State Standards as being a key step in creating
a more level playing field for all students. William H. Schmidt is University Distinguished Professor



at Michigan State University and co-director of the Education Policy Center. Curtis C. McKnight is
emeritus professor of mathematics at the University of Oklahoma.

pre algebra inequality: Prealgebra & Geometry Denise Gaskins, 2021-02-23 Prepare students
for high school math by playing with positive and negative integers, number properties, mixed
operations, algebraic functions, coordinate geometry, and more. Prealgebra & Geometry features 41
kid-tested games, offering a variety of challenges for students in 4-9th grades and beyond. A true
understanding of mathematics requires more than the ability to memorize procedures. This book
helps your children learn to think mathematically, giving them a strong foundation for future
learning. Chapters include: * Number Properties: Master factors, multiples, prime numbers, and
logical deduction. * Integers: Explore the workings of positive and negative numbers. * Operations
and Functions: Stretch your mental muscles with games that require algebraic thinking. * Geometry:
Play around with area, perimeter, coordinate graphing, and more. Math games pump up mental
muscle, reduce the fear of failure, and generate a positive attitude toward mathematics. Through
playful interaction, games strengthen a child’s intuitive understanding of numbers and build
problem-solving strategies. Mastering a math game can be hard work, but kids do it willingly
because it is fun. So what are you waiting for? Clear off a table, grab a deck of cards, and let’s play
some math!
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Inequality in Reading and Math Skills Forms Mainly before Kindergarten (JSTOR Daily3mon)
When do children become unequal in reading and math skills? Some research claims that inequality
grows mainly before school begins. Some research claims that schools cause inequality to grow. And
some
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