how to get good at algebra

how to get good at algebra is a question that many students and learners face
at various stages of their education. Mastering algebra not only enhances
mathematical skills but also develops critical thinking and problem-solving
abilities, which are essential in everyday life and various professional
fields. This article will explore effective strategies for improving algebra
skills, including understanding foundational concepts, practicing regularly,
utilizing resources, and applying algebra in real-life scenarios. By
following these guidelines, you can significantly boost your confidence and
competence in algebra.
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Understanding the Basics of Algebra

To get good at algebra, it is essential to have a solid understanding of its
fundamental concepts. Algebra involves the use of symbols and letters to
represent numbers and quantities in formulas and equations. Familiarity with
basic terms such as variables, constants, coefficients, and expressions is
crucial. Here are some key components to focus on:

Key Components of Algebra

Algebra is built on several foundational elements that one must grasp:

e Variables: These are symbols (usually letters) that represent unknown
values in equations.

e Constants: These are fixed values that do not change, such as numbers.
e Coefficients: These are numbers that multiply variables in expressions.

e Expressions: Combinations of variables and constants, which can be
simplified or evaluated.

e Equations: Mathematical statements that assert the equality of two

expressions, often containing variables.

Understanding these components allows you to work effectively with algebraic
expressions and equations, setting a solid foundation for more complex



topics.

Practice Regularly

Regular practice is one of the most effective ways to improve your algebra
skills. Just like learning a musical instrument or a sport, consistent
practice helps reinforce concepts and build muscle memory. Here are some
strategies for effective practice:

Daily Problem Sets

Set aside time each day to solve algebra problems. This can include exercises
from textbooks, online resources, or worksheets. Aim for a variety of
problems to cover different topics, such as:

e Simplifying expressions

Solve linear equations

e Factoring polynomials

Working with inequalities

Graphing functions

Utilizing Online Tools

Many online platforms offer interactive algebra problems and quizzes that
adapt to your skill level. Websites and apps can provide instant feedback,
allowing you to learn from mistakes and improve more quickly.

Utilizing Resources

There are numerous resources avalilable to help you get good at algebra.
Utilizing these can enhance your learning experience and make complex
concepts easier to understand. Here are some valuable resources:

Textbooks and Workbooks

Invest in a good algebra textbook or workbook that explains concepts clearly
and offers a variety of practice problems. Look for books that include
detailed examples and step-by-step solutions to help guide your learning.

Online Courses and Videos

Platforms like Khan Academy, Coursera, and YouTube offer free courses and
instructional videos on algebra. These resources can provide visual
explanations that complement your textbook studies.



Applying Algebra in Daily Life

One of the best ways to understand algebra is to apply it to real-life
situations. This not only reinforces your learning but also demonstrates the
relevance of algebra in everyday scenarios. Consider the following
applications:

Budgeting and Financial Planning

Use algebra to create budgets or manage expenses. For example, if you know
your total income and fixed expenses, you can set up an equation to determine
how much you can spend on discretionary items.

Problem Solving in Various Fields

Algebra is used in various fields, including engineering, science, and
economics. Understanding how algebra applies in these areas can motivate you
to learn more deeply and appreciate its importance.

Seeking Help When Needed

It is perfectly normal to struggle with certain concepts in algebra. Seeking
help can provide clarity and enhance your understanding. Here are ways to get
assistance:

Joining Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can be beneficial. Joining or forming a study group
allows you to share knowledge and tackle challenging problems together.
Explaining concepts to others can also reinforce your own understanding.

Tutoring Services

If you find yourself consistently struggling with algebra, consider hiring a
tutor. A tutor can provide personalized instruction tailored to your specific
needs and learning pace, offering strategies to overcome your difficulties.

Staying Positive and Motivated

Maintaining a positive mindset is crucial in your Jjourney to get good at
algebra. A positive attitude can significantly impact your learning
experience. Here are some tips to stay motivated:

Setting Achievable Goals

Break down your learning objectives into smaller, manageable goals. For
instance, aim to master one topic each week or complete a certain number of



practice problems daily. Achieving these small goals can boost your
confidence and motivation.

Rewarding Your Progress

Celebrate your achievements, no matter how small. Whether it’s solving a
difficult problem or completing a practice test, reward yourself to reinforce
your commitment to learning.

Conclusion

Improving your algebra skills is a journey that requires dedication,
practice, and the right resources. By understanding the basics, practicing
regularly, utilizing various resources, applying algebra in real life,
seeking help when needed, and maintaining a positive attitude, you can
significantly enhance your proficiency in algebra. Remember, the key is
consistency and a willingness to learn from both successes and mistakes.

Q: What are the foundational concepts I need to know
to get good at algebra?

A: To excel in algebra, you should understand variables, constants,
coefficients, expressions, and equations. These foundational concepts are
essential for manipulating and solving algebraic problems.

Q: How can I practice algebra effectively?

A: Effective practice can be achieved by setting aside daily time for problem
sets, utilizing online resources for interactive learning, and varying the
types of problems you solve to cover all topics.

Q: Are there online resources that can help me
improve my algebra skills?

A: Yes, platforms like Khan Academy, Coursera, and various YouTube channels
offer free courses, instructional videos, and practice problems that can
enhance your understanding of algebra concepts.

Q: How can I apply algebra in my daily life?

A: You can apply algebra in budgeting, financial planning, and in various
fields like engineering and science. These applications demonstrate the
relevance and practicality of algebra in everyday situations.

Q: What should I do if I'm struggling with algebra
concepts?

A: If you're struggling, consider joining study groups for collaborative
learning, seeking tutoring services for personalized help, or using online



forums to ask questions and gain different perspectives.

Q: How can I stay motivated while learning algebra?

A: Stay motivated by setting achievable goals, rewarding yourself for
accomplishments, and maintaining a positive mindset. Celebrating small
victories can keep your motivation high throughout your learning journey.

Q: Is it necessary to work with a tutor to get good
at algebra?

A: While not necessary, working with a tutor can provide personalized
guidance that may help clarify difficult concepts and accelerate your
learning process, especially if you are struggling.

Q: How much time should I dedicate to practicing
algebra each week?

A: Aim to practice algebra for at least a few hours each week, breaking it
down into daily sessions. Consistency is key, so setting aside regular time
slots can be beneficial for your learning.

Q: Can I get good at algebra without a strong math
background?

A: Yes, you can improve your algebra skills without a strong math background
by focusing on foundational concepts, practicing regularly, and utilizing
available resources tailored to your skill level. With dedication, progress
is achievable.
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how to get good at algebra: Algebra 2: The Easy Way Meg Clemens, Glenn Clemens,
2019-09-03 A self-teaching guide for students, Algebra 2: The Easy Way provides easy-to-follow
lessons with comprehensive review and practice. This edition features a brand new design and new
content structure with illustrations and practice questions. An essential resource for: High school
and college courses Virtual learning Learning pods Homeschooling Algebra 2: The Easy Way covers:
Linear Functions Absolute Value and Quadratic Functions Polynomial Operations and Functions
Statistics Modeling And more!

how to get good at algebra: Hot X: Algebra Exposed! Danica McKellar, 2011-06-28 Actress
and New York Times bestselling author Danica McKellar tackles the most feared of all math
classes—algreba—in this helpful algebra workbook that’s perfect for high school math students.
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Algebra: The word alone has been known to strike fear in the hearts of even the best students, but
help is here! With her two earlier books, Math Doesn't Suck and Kiss My Math, actress and math
genius Danica McKellar shattered the “math nerd” stereotype and empowered girls to conquer
middle-school math and pre-algebra. Sizzling with McKellar's trademark sass and style, Hot X:
Algebra Exposed shows high schoolers how to master algebra topics like square roots, polynomials,
quadratic equations, word problems, and more. In addition to fun extras like personality quizzes,
reader polls, and boy-crazy confessionals, Hot X includes: ¢ Time-saving tips and tricks ¢ Sample
problems with detailed solutions ¢ Relatable real-world examples

how to get good at algebra: Creating a College Culture for Latino Students Concha Delgado
Gaitan, 2013 Help your Latino students become college-bound! You know that your Latino students
face harsh odds. By the numbers, Latinos are the most underrepresented group on college
campuses. How can educators guide students to overcome those barriers? This groundbreaking
book has the answers you need, brought together from the nation’s most outstanding
college-readiness programs for Latino students. Concha Delgado Gaitan, an award-winning
professor, scholar, and first-generation Latina college graduate, shares winning strategies that
work--districtwide and within your school. In this book, you'll find guidance on: Creating a college
culture in elementary, middle, and secondary schools, both within the classroom and throughout the
building Working with families and community organizations to promote Latino students” school
achievement and college goals Best practices for coaching students, including five essentials for
college preparedness Whether you're a superintendent, principal, counselor, or classroom teacher,
Creating a College Culture for Latino Students can help you make a difference in the lives of your
Latino students and support them on their path to college. Delgado Gaitan’s writing justifies the
need for a comprehensive strategy starting at an early age in a child’s life to ensure the dream of a
college education.--Rosemary Papa, Del and Jewell Lewis Endowed Chair of Educational
LeadershipNorthern Arizona University The inclusion of stories depicting the actual and courageous
journeys that students have traveled to achieve their goal is both poignant and impressive. Of
particular note, Delgado Gaitan covers the topic of college planning with parents, a critical
component of the successful Latino experience.--Carmella S. Franco, Former Superintendent and
State-Appointed TrusteeWhittier, CA

how to get good at algebra: Algebra II Workbook For Dummies Mary Jane Sterling,
2014-05-20 To succeed in Algebra II, start practicing now Algebra II builds on your Algebra I skills
to prepare you for trigonometry, calculus, and a of myriad STEM topics. Working through practice
problems helps students better ingest and retain lesson content, creating a solid foundation to build
on for future success. Algebra II Workbook For Dummies, 2nd Edition helps you learn Algebra II by
doing Algebra II. Author and math professor Mary Jane Sterling walks you through the entire
course, showing you how to approach and solve the problems you encounter in class. You'll begin by
refreshing your Algebra I skills, because you'll need a strong foundation to build upon. From there,
you'll work through practice problems to clarify concepts and improve understanding and retention.
Revisit quadratic equations, inequalities, radicals, and basic graphs Master quadratic, exponential,
and logarithmic functions Tackle conic sections, as well as linear and nonlinear systems Grasp the
concepts of matrices, sequences, and imaginary numbers Algebra II Workbook For Dummies, 2nd
Edition includes sections on graphing and special sequences to familiarize you with the key concepts
that will follow you to trigonometry and beyond. Don't waste any time getting started. Algebra II
Workbook For Dummies, 2nd Edition is your complete guide to success.

how to get good at algebra: SSAT and ISEE For Dummies Vince Kotchian, Curt Simmons,
2012-02-14 Your ticket to the private school of your choice The Secondary School Aptitude Test
(SSAT) and Independent School Entrance Examination (ISEE) are the two most common
standardized aptitude tests used in American private secondary schools. If you're a parent or student
looking to apply for admissions at a private, military, or boarding school, SSAT & ISEE For Dummies
is your family's ticket to success. Here, you'll get all the prep needed to score higher on the SSAT
and ISEE exams, the most up-to-date information on the tests, hundreds of practice questions,




thorough test-specific math and verbal workouts, six full-length practice tests (all with detailed
answer explanations), and solid test-taking advice. Correctly answer difficult analogy and synonym
questions without knowing what all the words mean Ace the math section by eliminating answers
that are planted to fool test takers Apply the proven For Dummies step-by-step approach to combat
the essay portion Analyze difficult passages using tips and tricks in the reading comprehension
section Learn the most common vocabulary words tested on the SSAT and ISEE with an entire
chapter devoted to vocabulary terms State-by-state Private Schools at-a-Glance chart with data on
more than 1,000 private secondary schools SSAT & ISEE For Dummies provides students with the
resources they need for test day preparation and gives parents sound, expert advice on selecting,
applying, and paying for private school.

how to get good at algebra: Good Math Mark C. Chu-Carroll, 2013-07-18 Mathematics is
beautiful--and it can be fun and exciting as well as practical. Good Math is your guide to some of the
most intriguing topics from two thousand years of mathematics: from Egyptian fractions to Turing
machines; from the real meaning of numbers to proof trees, group symmetry, and mechanical
computation. If you've ever wondered what lay beyond the proofs you struggled to complete in high
school geometry, or what limits the capabilities of computer on your desk, this is the book for you.
Why do Roman numerals persist? How do we know that some infinities are larger than others? And
how can we know for certain a program will ever finish? In this fast-paced tour of modern and
not-so-modern math, computer scientist Mark Chu-Carroll explores some of the greatest
breakthroughs and disappointments of more than two thousand years of mathematical thought.
There is joy and beauty in mathematics, and in more than two dozen essays drawn from his popular
Good Math blog, you'll find concepts, proofs, and examples that are often surprising,
counterintuitive, or just plain weird. Mark begins his journey with the basics of numbers, with an
entertaining trip through the integers and the natural, rational, irrational, and transcendental
numbers. The voyage continues with a look at some of the oddest numbers in mathematics, including
zero, the golden ratio, imaginary numbers, Roman numerals, and Egyptian and continuing fractions.
After a deep dive into modern logic, including an introduction to linear logic and the logic-savvy
Prolog language, the trip concludes with a tour of modern set theory and the advances and
paradoxes of modern mechanical computing. If your high school or college math courses left you
grasping for the inner meaning behind the numbers, Mark's book will both entertain and enlighten
you.

how to get good at algebra: Math Learning Strategies Teruni Lamberg, 2023-03-08 Help kids
excel in math! Discover learning strategies used by high achieving individuals who attended Ivy
League Colleges and/or pursued STEM careers to be successful math students. Parents and teachers
will gain insights about how math learning happens and how to create optimal conditions for
learning. Concrete strategies are provided to help students think mathematically so that they
understand and retain the information. The goal is to study smarter to get results! Strategies used
by highly successful students are shared.Ideas to build confidence in math to achieve success are
describedStrategies for homework and how to create an environment for success is
discussedParents and teachers will gain ideas on how to advocate for the needs of the students
based on their ability level and to develop collaborative relationships that are mutually beneficialA
general overview of the Common Core Mathematics Standards and how they build across the grade
levels is provided.

how to get good at algebra: All the Math You Need to Get Rich Robert L. Hershey,
2011-09-30 Written in a lighthearted and humorous style, this comprehensive guide is ideal for the
general reader with little math experience who wants to understand the concepts underlying
everyday financial decisions. Organized for easy reference, this book provides the necessary tools to
make informed decisions about investments, mortgages, insurance, cash flow, and risk-taking. As
Robert L. Hershey points out in his new book, 'All the Math You Need to Get Rich: Thinking With
Numbers for Financial Success'. .. none of us can afford to maintain a phobia about math. ... I
highly recommend Hershey's book because he uses examples . . . to walk you through the many



different mathematical equations you'll need to understand such concepts as percentages, the time
value of money, and compound interest. . . . As Hershey says, 'Thinking with numbers helps you to
plan ahead, so you'll have money now and money later, too."' —Michelle Singletary, Washington Post,
February 10, 2002

how to get good at algebra: The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra Kaye Stacey,
Helen Chick, Margaret Kendal, 2006-04-11 Kaye Stacey, Helen Chick, and Margaret Kendal The
University of Melbourne, Australia Abstract: This section reports on the organisation, procedures,
and publications of the ICMI Study, The Future of the Teaching and Learning of Algebra. Key words:
Study Conference, organisation, procedures, publications The International Commission on
Mathematical Instruction (ICMI) has, since the 1980s, conducted a series of studies into topics of
particular significance to the theory and practice of contemporary mathematics education. Each
ICMI Study involves an international seminar, the “Study Conference”, and culminates in a
published volume intended to promote and assist discussion and action at the international, national,
regional, and institutional levels. The ICMI Study running from 2000 to 2004 was on The Future of
the Teaching and Learning of Algebra, and its Study Conference was held at The University of
Melbourne, Australia fromDecember to 2001. It was the first study held in the Southern
Hemisphere. There are several reasons why the future of the teaching and learning of algebra was a
timely focus at the beginning of the twenty first century. The strong research base developed over
recent decades enabled us to take stock of what has been achieved and also to look forward to what
should be done and what might be achieved in the future. In addition, trends evident over recent
years have intensified. Those particularly affecting school mathematics are the “massification” of
education—continuing in some countries whilst beginning in others—and the advance of technology.

how to get good at algebra: Math Anxiety—How to Beat It! Brian Cafarella, 2025-06-23
How do we conquer uncertainty, insecurity, and anxiety over college mathematics? You can do it,
and this book can help. The author provides various techniques, learning options, and pathways.
Students can overcome the barriers that thwart success in mathematics when they prepare for a
positive start in college and lay the foundation for success. Based on interviews with over 50
students, the book develops approaches to address the struggles and success these students shared.
Then the author took these ideas and experiences and built a process for overcoming and achieving
when studying not only the mathematics many colleges and universities require as a minimum for
graduation, but more to encourage reluctant students to look forward to their mathematics courses
and even learn to embrace additional ones Success breeds interest, and interest breeds success.
Math anxiety is based on test anxiety. The book provides proven strategies for conquering test
anxiety. It will help find ways to interest students in succeeding in mathematics and assist
instructors on pathways to promote student interest, while helping them to overcome the
psychological barriers they face. Finally, the author shares how math is employed in the “real
world,” examining how both STEM and non- STEM students can employ math in their lives and
careers. Ultimately, both students and teachers of mathematics will better understand and
appreciate the difficulties and how to attack these difficulties to achieve success in college
mathematics. Brian Cafarella, Ph.D. is a mathematics professor at Sinclair Community College in
Dayton, Ohio. He has taught a variety of courses ranging from developmental math through pre-
calculus. Brian is a past recipient of the Roueche Award for teaching excellence. He is also a past
recipient of the Ohio Magazine Award for excellence in education. Brian has published in several
peer- reviewed journals. His articles have focused on implementing best practices in developmental
math and various math pathways for community college students. Additionally, Brian was the
recipient of the Article of the Year Award for his article, “Acceleration and Compression in
Developmental Mathematics: Faculty Viewpoints” in the Journal of Developmental Education.

how to get good at algebra: Becoming an Urban Physics and Math Teacher Beth A. Wassell,
Ian Stith, 2007-06-13 This book explores what happens as beginning urban teachers transition
through their first few years in the classroom. It captures one teacher's journey through the first
three years of teaching science and mathematics in a large urban district in the US. Combining



narrative with critical analysis, the authors focus on Ian's agency as a beginning teacher and explore
his success in working with diverse students.

how to get good at algebra: How to get your Marine Engineer{]s Class-3 Certificate of
Competency Scott Fratcher,

how to get good at algebra: The Math Academy Way: Using the Power of Science to
Supercharge Student Learning Justin Skycak, 2024-01-15 This book is a working draft, updated
November 2024. Math Academy is solving Bloom'’s two-sigma problem by bringing together many
evidence-based cognitive learning strategies into a single online learning platform. Our adaptive,
fully-automated platform emulates the decisions of an expert tutor to provide the most effective way
to learn math. This working draft describes how it's done. This draft has been put to print at the
request of readers who would like a physical copy of the current version. It will be continually
updated in the future. The price is as low as possible, and a digital copy is freely available online at
https://justinmath.com/books/#the-math-academy-way CONTENTS 1. Preliminaries - The Two-Sigma
Solution; The Science of Learning; Core Science: How the Brain Works; Core Technology: the
Knowledge Graph; The Importance of Accountability and Incentives. 2. Addressing Critical
Misconceptions - The Persistence of Neuromyths; Myths & Realities about Individual Differences;
Myths & Realities about Effective Practice; Myths & Realities about Mathematical Acceleration. 3.
Cognitive Learning Strategies - Active Learning; Deliberate Practice; Mastery Learning; Minimizing
Cognitive Load; Developing Automaticity; Layering; Non-Interference; Spaced Repetition
(Distributed Practice); Interleaving (Mixed Practice); The Testing Effect (Retrieval Practice);
Targeted Remediation; Gamification; Leveraging Cognitive Learning Strategies Requires
Technology. 4. Coaching - In-Task Coaching; Parental Support. 5. Technical Deep Dives - Technical
Deep Dive on Spaced Repetition; Technical Deep Dive on Diagnostic Exams; Technical Deep Dive on
Learning Efficiency; Technical Deep Dive on Prioritizing Core Topics. 6. Frequently Asked Questions
- The Practice Experience; Student Behavior; XP and Practice Schedules; Diagnostics and
Curriculum; Miscellaneous.

how to get good at algebra: How Students Think When Doing Algebra Steve Rhine,
Rachel Harrington, Colin Starr, 2018-11-01 Algebra is the gateway to college and careers, yet it
functions as the eye of the needle because of low pass rates for the middle school/high school course
and students’ struggles to understand. We have forty years of research that discusses the ways
students think and their cognitive challenges as they engage with algebra. This book is a response to
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics’ (NCTM) call to better link research and practice
by capturing what we have learned about students’ algebraic thinking in a way that is usable by
teachers as they prepare lessons or reflect on their experiences in the classroom. Through a Fund
for the Improvement of Post-Secondary Education (FIPSE) grant, 17 teachers and mathematics
educators read through the past 40 years of research on students’ algebraic thinking to capture
what might be useful information for teachers to know—over 1000 articles altogether. The resulting
five domains addressed in the book (Variables & Expressions, Algebraic Relations, Analysis of
Change, Patterns & Functions, and Modeling & Word Problems) are closely tied to CCSS topics.
Over time, veteran math teachers develop extensive knowledge of how students engage with
algebraic concepts—their misconceptions, ways of thinking, and when and how they are challenged
to understand—and use that knowledge to anticipate students’ struggles with particular lessons and
plan accordingly. Veteran teachers learn to evaluate whether an incorrect response is a simple error
or the symptom of a faulty or naive understanding of a concept. Novice teachers, on the other hand,
lack the experience to anticipate important moments in the learning of their students. They often
struggle to make sense of what students say in the classroom and determine whether the response is
useful or can further discussion (Leatham, Stockero, Peterson, & Van Zoest 2011; Peterson &
Leatham, 2009). The purpose of this book is to accelerate early career teachers’ “experience” with
how students think when doing algebra in middle or high school as well as to supplement veteran
teachers’ knowledge of content and students. The research that this book is based upon can provide
teachers with insight into the nature of a student’s struggles with particular algebraic ideas—to help



teachers identify patterns that imply underlying thinking. Our book, How Students Think When
Doing Algebra, is not intended to be a “how to” book for teachers. Instead, it is intended to orient
new teachers to the ways students think and be a book that teachers at all points in their career
continually pull of the shelf when they wonder, “how might my students struggle with this algebraic
concept I am about to teach?” The primary audience for this book is early career mathematics
teachers who don’t have extensive experience working with students engaged in mathematics.
However, the book can also be useful to veteran teachers to supplement their knowledge and is an
ideal resource for mathematics educators who are preparing preservice teachers.

how to get good at algebra: How to Study and Get Good Better Best Grades Vincent H.
Gaugler, 2010-07 How would you like to learn to study and earn better grades? What if you could
learn to study less, learn more, remember it longer, have more free time, get better grades, and
have fun, all at the same time? THEN THIS BOOK IS FOR YOU! HOW THIS BOOK APPLIES TO YOU
THE STUDENT All school and professional courses fit this method, meaning they adapt easily to this
process. It doesn't matter what the teacher's method or the subjects taught are, the applications are
endless. Whether a teacher uses lecture, power point or textbooks, requiring note taking, they work
here. A partial list of workable subjects is: Math, (Geometry, Algebra, Physics, Calculus...), Science,
Biology, English, History, Languages, (Spanish, French, Italian, German, Greek, Hebrew...etc.),
Government, Speech preparation, Writing articles, books, Real Estate, Insurance. The word
LIMITLESS is the best way to describe how this method and process work. A successful student
must desire to learn and grow. This study process can be simple, easy and hard at the same time.
HOW TO STUDY Is a manual for Middle, High School, College and Business Professionals who want
to know how to study effectively, do it efficiently while earning good grades and mastering the
subjects, furthering their career while acquiring better study and learning skills, AND
EFFECTIVELY Learn how to become an excellent student, at the same time raising grade point
averages, AND DEFINITELY IMPROVE study habits and while eliminating the bad habits of the past,
AND DEVELOP BETTER Student skills while pursuing a desired college degree, whether a B.A.,
Master or Doctorate degrees, AND EXPAND EDUCATIONAL Goals directed toward good educational
choices for a successful future whatever that is, AND CHOOSE A CAREER that is more than a job

how to get good at algebra: The Boy Scouts' Year Book , 1918

how to get good at algebra: Voices of Reason Stephen B. Sachs, 2001-12-30 In their own
words, ten diverse adolescents talk about their school experiences, family issues, societal problems
and their own attempt to deal with social inequities. The book is also a study of future talk, as jointly
constructed attempts by students at making sense of their educational and vocational goals and their
own sense of where the education and guidance systems have helped or failed them. Using tools of
discourse analysis developed for this study, Dr. Sachs presents a systematic way of looking at the
construction of groundedness in social contexts, particularly how and how effectively adolescents
construct their arguments for the choices they make. The business of education touches many facets
of society, and this study will be of interest to practitioners who wish to become qualitative
researchers, for students in qualitative methods courses, and for middle and high school guidance
sources including teachers and parents who want to better understand adolescents' concerns. And it
is a book for adolescents themselves who, in reading what their peers are saying, can reflect on their
own sense of where they are currently and in which direction they want to go.

how to get good at algebra: Defining Student Success Lisa M. Nunn, 2014-04-15 The key to
success, our culture tells us, is a combination of talent and hard work. Why then, do high schools
that supposedly subscribe to this view send students to college at such dramatically different rates?
Why do students from one school succeed while students from another struggle? To the usual
answer—an imbalance in resources—this book adds a far more subtle and complicated explanation.
Defining Student Success shows how different schools foster dissimilar and sometimes conflicting
ideas about what it takes to succeed—ideas that do more to preserve the status quo than to promote
upward mobility. Lisa Nunn'’s study of three public high schools reveals how students’ beliefs about
their own success are shaped by their particular school environment and reinforced by curriculum



and teaching practices. While American culture broadly defines success as a product of hard work or
talent (at school, intelligence is the talent that matters most), Nunn shows that each school refines
and adapts this American cultural wisdom in its own distinct way—reflecting the sensibilities and
concerns of the people who inhabit each school. While one school fosters the belief that effort is all it
takes to succeed, another fosters the belief that hard work will only get you so far because you have
to be smart enough to master course concepts. Ultimately, Nunn argues that these school-level
adaptations of cultural ideas about success become invisible advantages and disadvantages for
students’ college-going futures. Some schools’ definitions of success match seamlessly with elite
college admissions’ definition of the ideal college applicant, while others more closely align with the
expectations of middle or low-tier institutions of higher education. With its insights into the
transmission of ideas of success from society to school to student, this provocative work should
prompt a reevaluation of the culture of secondary education. Only with a thorough understanding of
this process will we ever find more consistent means of inculcating success, by any measure.

how to get good at algebra: Educating African American Males Olatokunbo S. Fashola,
2005-03-23 Bringing unique perspectives from the field, this resource offers multiple perspectives
on African American male achievement from top scholars in the field of urban education.

how to get good at algebra: As Bright as Heaven Susan Meissner, 2019-01-22 From the
acclaimed author of The Last Year of the War comes a novel set during the Spanish flu pandemic of
1918, telling the story of a family reborn through loss and love. In 1918, Philadelphia was a city
teeming with promise. Even as its young men went off to fight in the Great War, there were
opportunities for a fresh start on its cobblestone streets. Into this bustling town, came Pauline
Bright and her husband, filled with hope that they could now give their three daughters—Evelyn,
Maggie, and Willa—a chance at a better life. But just months after they arrive, the Spanish Flu
reaches the shores of America. As the pandemic claims more than twelve thousand victims in their
adopted city, they find their lives left with a world that looks nothing like the one they knew. But
even as they lose loved ones, they take in a baby orphaned by the disease who becomes their single
source of hope. Amidst the tragedy and challenges, they learn what they cannot live without—and
what they are willing to do about it. As Bright as Heaven is the compelling story of a mother and her
daughters who find themselves in a harsh world not of their making, which will either crush their
resolve to survive or purify it.
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