
how to find area of algebra tiles
how to find area of algebra tiles is a fundamental skill in mathematics that helps students and
educators alike understand the concepts of area and algebraic expressions. Algebra tiles are physical
or virtual manipulatives that represent numerical values and variables, allowing for a hands-on
approach to learning. This article will explore the process of finding the area of algebra tiles, the
different types of tiles used, and their applications in solving algebraic problems. Additionally, we will
cover examples and detailed steps to ensure clarity and comprehension for all learners.

This guide is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of how to effectively use algebra
tiles for calculating area, making it an essential resource for teachers, students, and anyone
interested in enhancing their mathematical skills.
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Understanding Algebra Tiles
Algebra tiles are tools used to visually represent mathematical concepts, particularly in algebra. They
consist of various shapes and sizes, each corresponding to specific numerical values or variables. By
manipulating these tiles, students can gain a deeper understanding of algebraic expressions,
equations, and area calculations.

Each tile is typically color-coded and shaped differently to represent constants and variables. For
instance, a square tile might represent the number one (1), while a rectangular tile could represent
the variable x. This visual representation not only aids in comprehension but also allows for
interactive learning experiences.

Types of Algebra Tiles
There are several types of algebra tiles, each serving a unique purpose in mathematical learning.
Understanding these different tiles is crucial for finding the area effectively.



Square Tiles
Square tiles are used to represent constant values. Typically, a single square tile represents the value
of one (1). These tiles can be combined to form larger squares, thereby representing larger numerical
values.

Rectangular Tiles
Rectangular tiles are used to represent variables, such as x. For example, a rectangular tile that is
twice as long as it is wide can represent the variable 2x. These tiles help in visualizing how variables
interact and contribute to area calculations.

Special Tiles
Some algebra tiles are designed to represent specific algebraic expressions, such as x². These larger
square tiles help in visualizing quadratic expressions and their areas, making them essential in
higher-level algebra.

Steps to Find Area Using Algebra Tiles
Finding the area using algebra tiles involves several systematic steps. By following these steps,
learners can accurately calculate the area represented by the arrangement of algebra tiles.

Step 1: Arrange the Tiles
The first step in finding the area is to arrange the tiles in a rectangular formation. This arrangement
should clearly represent the algebraic expression you are working with. For instance, if you are
calculating the area of a rectangle represented by the expression (x + 2)(x + 3), you would arrange
the tiles to reflect these dimensions.

Step 2: Count the Tiles
Once the tiles are arranged, the next step is to count how many total squares are present. Each
square tile represents an area of one unit. For rectangular tiles, you will also count the combined area
they represent.

Step 3: Combine Areas
After counting, the areas of the individual tiles need to be combined. This process may involve adding
the areas of square tiles and the contributions from rectangular tiles to get the total area. For
example, if you have arranged tiles to represent the expression mentioned above, you would
calculate the combined area by adding the areas from each group of tiles.



Example Problems
To further clarify how to find the area of algebra tiles, let's look at a couple of examples.

Example 1: Finding the Area of (x + 1)(x + 2)
Start by arranging the tiles to represent the expression (x + 1) and (x + 2). You will use one square
tile for each unit and rectangular tiles for the variable.

Count the square tiles: 1 for the x², 1 for the x, and additional tiles for the constants.

Calculate the total area: 1 (for x²) + 2 (for x) + 1 (for the constant) = 4.

Thus, the area represented by the arrangement is 4 square units.

Example 2: Finding the Area of (x + 3)(x + 4)
To find the area of the expression (x + 3)(x + 4), arrange the tiles appropriately.

Count the square tiles for x² and the rectangular tiles for the constants.

Calculate the total area: 1 (for x²) + 4 (for x) + 3 (for constants) = 8.

In this case, the area of the algebra tiles represents 8 square units.

Applications of Algebra Tiles
Algebra tiles are not only useful for finding area but also have broader applications in various
mathematical concepts. Educators often use them to demonstrate:

Factoring polynomials

Simplifying expressions

Solving equations visually

Understanding the distributive property

These applications make algebra tiles a versatile tool in the mathematics classroom, promoting active
learning and engagement.



Tips for Effective Use of Algebra Tiles
To maximize the benefits of using algebra tiles, consider the following tips:

Use a variety of tile sizes to represent different values and variables.

Encourage students to explain their reasoning as they arrange tiles.

Integrate technology by using virtual algebra tiles for remote learning.

Regularly practice with different algebraic expressions to build confidence.

By implementing these strategies, educators can enhance the learning experience and foster a
deeper understanding of algebraic concepts.

Conclusion
Understanding how to find the area of algebra tiles is an essential skill for students learning algebra.
By using a systematic approach to arrange, count, and combine the areas of tiles, learners can gain a
clearer insight into algebraic expressions and their geometric interpretations. Algebra tiles not only
facilitate area calculations but also serve as a bridge to more complex algebraic concepts. This
comprehensive guide has equipped you with the knowledge needed to effectively utilize algebra tiles
for educational success.

Q: What are algebra tiles used for?
A: Algebra tiles are used to visually represent algebraic expressions and equations, helping students
understand concepts like area, factoring, and the distributive property.

Q: How do you find the area of a rectangle using algebra tiles?
A: To find the area of a rectangle using algebra tiles, arrange the tiles to represent the dimensions,
count the total square tiles, and combine the areas of the rectangular tiles accordingly.

Q: Can algebra tiles be used for higher-level math?
A: Yes, algebra tiles can be used for higher-level math to help visualize complex concepts such as
quadratic equations and polynomials.

Q: What is the benefit of using algebra tiles in teaching?
A: The benefit of using algebra tiles in teaching includes enhanced student engagement, improved
understanding of abstract concepts, and the ability to visualize mathematical relationships.



Q: Are there digital versions of algebra tiles?
A: Yes, there are numerous digital platforms and applications that offer virtual algebra tiles, allowing
for interactive learning experiences in a remote or classroom setting.

Q: How can students practice using algebra tiles?
A: Students can practice using algebra tiles by working on various algebraic expressions, solving
equations, and participating in hands-on activities that involve arranging and counting tiles.

Q: What do different colored algebra tiles represent?
A: Different colored algebra tiles typically represent different values or variables, such as constants,
positive or negative numbers, and specific algebraic expressions.

Q: Can algebra tiles help with understanding the distributive
property?
A: Yes, algebra tiles are an effective tool for demonstrating the distributive property by visually
showing how to multiply terms and combine like terms.

Q: What age group is best suited for learning with algebra
tiles?
A: Algebra tiles are best suited for middle school and high school students, but they can also be
adapted for younger learners to introduce basic algebraic concepts.

Q: How does using algebra tiles compare to traditional
methods of teaching algebra?
A: Using algebra tiles provides a hands-on, visual approach that often enhances understanding
compared to traditional methods, which may rely heavily on abstract reasoning and rote
memorization.
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  how to find area of algebra tiles: Mastering Math Manipulatives, Grades 4-8 Sara Delano
Moore, Kimberly Rimbey, 2021-10-04 Put math manipulatives to work in your classroom and make
teaching and learning math both meaningful and productive. Mastering Math Manipulatives includes
everything you need to integrate math manipulatives—both concrete and virtual—into math
learning. Each chapter of this richly illustrated, easy-to-use guide focuses on a different powerful
tool, such as base ten blocks, fraction manipulatives, unit squares and cubes, Cuisenaire Rods,
Algebra tiles and two-color counters, geometric strips and solids, geoboards, and others, and
includes a set of activities that demonstrate the many ways teachers can leverage manipulatives to
model and reinforce math concepts for all learners. It features: · Classroom strategies for
introducing math manipulatives, including commercial, virtual, and hand-made manipulatives, into
formal math instruction. · Step-by-step instructions for over 70 activities that work with any
curriculum, including four-color photos, printable work mats, and demonstration videos. · Handy
charts that sort activities by manipulative type, math topic, domains aligned with standards, and
grade-level appropriateness.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: The Math Teacher's Toolbox Bobson Wong, Larisa
Bukalov, 2020-06-04 Math teachers will find the classroom-tested lessons and strategies in this book
to be accessible and easily implemented in the classroom The Teacher’s Toolbox series is an
innovative, research-based resource providing teachers with instructional strategies for students of
all levels and abilities. Each book in the collection focuses on a specific content area. Clear, concise
guidance enables teachers to quickly integrate low-prep, high-value lessons and strategies in their
middle school and high school classrooms. Every strategy follows a practical, how-to format
established by the series editors. The Math Teacher's Toolbox contains hundreds of student-friendly
classroom lessons and teaching strategies. Clear and concise chapters, fully aligned to Common
Core math standards, cover the underlying research, required technology, practical classroom use,
and modification of each high-value lesson and strategy. This book employs a hands-on approach to
help educators quickly learn and apply proven methods and techniques in their mathematics
courses. Topics range from the planning of units, lessons, tests, and homework to conducting
formative assessments, differentiating instruction, motivating students, dealing with “math anxiety,”
and culturally responsive teaching. Easy-to-read content shows how and why math should be taught
as a language and how to make connections across mathematical units. Designed to reduce
instructor preparation time and increase student engagement and comprehension, this book:
Explains the usefulness, application, and potential drawbacks of each instructional strategy Provides
fresh activities for all classrooms Helps math teachers work with ELLs, advanced students, and
students with learning differences Offers real-world guidance for working with parents, guardians,
and co-teachers The Math Teacher's Toolbox: Hundreds of Practical ideas to Support Your Students
is an invaluable source of real-world lessons, strategies, and techniques for general education
teachers and math specialists, as well as resource specialists/special education teachers, elementary
and secondary educators, and teacher educators.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Mathematics Explorations Student Workbook David B.
Spangler, 2011 What are your chances of winning the lottery? How much interest will you end up
paying on that credit card purchase? Thought-provoking real-world math problems (and some
humorous ones too) require inductive and deductive reasoning as students search for a pattern,
break a code, uncover and correct errors, or use clues to solve a mystery. Teacher pages set up full
instructions for 27 activities driven by reproducible student handouts and correlated to NCTM
standards. A workbook containing all the handouts allows teachers to conveniently collect a students
work. Grades 6-9. Bibliography. Answer keys with full solutions. Good Year Books. 199 pages.
Second Edition.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Leveled Algebra Questions--Multiplication of
Binomials Wendy Conklin, 2014-02-01 This leveled question assignment offers multilevel questions
about key mathematical skills. Written specifically for mathematics teachers, this lesson helps



facilitate the understanding and process of writing leveled questions for all students.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Mathematics and Multi-Ethnic Students Yvelyne
Germain-McCarthy, 2017-05-25 Mathematics and Multi-Ethnic Students provides detailed profiles of
teachers across the nation who have implemented effective mathematics instruction for diverse
student populations. In this revised edition, Yvelyne Germain-McCarthy expands upon the popular
case studies and adds two new chapters to highlight the latest educational research and practices
that are reflected in the case studies. A third new chapter introduces the concept of the Life-Long
Learning Laboratory where courageous questions on issues such as the impact of race on student
learning are discussed. Featuring useful framing tools including the Discussion with Colleagues and
Commentary sections, Mathematics and Multi-Ethnic Students translates concrete instances of
access and equity into generalized problem-solving methods for promoting ethnic diversity across
grade levels. An important resource for pre-service and in-service educators, researchers,
administrators, and policy makers, this volume highlights the work of teachers who have gone
beyond mere awareness of reform recommendations in mathematics instruction. By uniting the
goals of multicultural education with those of the mathematics curriculum, educators will learn to
conceptualize and implement best practices for effective, equitable teaching and learning of
mathematics for their students.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: The Common Core Mathematics Companion: The Standards
Decoded, High School Frederick L. Dillon, W. Gary Martin, Basil M. Conway IV, Marilyn E.
Strutchens, 2017-09-12 Your User’s Guide to the Mathematics Standards When it comes to
mathematics, standards aligned is achievement aligned... In the short time since The Common Core
Mathematics Companions for grades K–2, 3–5 and 6–8 burst on the scene, they have been lauded as
the best resources for making critical mathematics ideas easy to teach. With this brand-new volume,
high school mathematics success is at your fingertips. Page by page, the authors lay out the pieces
of an in-depth explanation, including The mathematical progression of each conceptual category,
starting with modeling as a unifying theme, and moving through number & quantity, algebra,
functions, geometry, and statistics and probability, building from the 8th grade standards The
mathematics embedded in each conceptual category for a deeper understanding of the content How
standards connect within and across domains, and to previous grade standards, so teachers can
better appreciate how they relate How standards connect with the standards for mathematical
practice, with a focus on modeling as a unifying theme Example tasks, progressions of tasks, and
descriptions of what teachers and students should be doing to foster deep learning The Common
Core Mathematics Companion: The Standards Decoded, High School has what every high school
teacher needs to provide students with the foundation for the concepts and skills they will be
expected to know .
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Differentiation Strategies for Mathematics Wendy Conklin,
2009-12-16 Written specifically for K-12 mathematics teachers, this resource provides the nuts and
bolts of differentiation. Presented in an easy-to-implement format, this handy notebook is designed
to facilitate the understanding and process of writing differentiated lessons to accommodate all
readiness levels, learning styles, and interests. The lessons are based on various differentiation
strategies including tiered assignments, leveled questions, concrete/representation/abstract,
multiple intelligences, choices board, open-ended tasks, problem-based learning, and learning
contracts. Additionally, t.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Implementing Standards-based Mathematics
Instruction Mary Kay Stein, 2000 Presents prevalent cases of maths instruction drawn from
research of classroom lessons. The Mathematical Tasks Framework, developed by the authors, offers
teachers the means to evaluate instructional decisions, choice of materials and learning outcomes.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Making Sense of Mathematics for Teaching High
School Edward C. Nolan, Juli K. Dixon, Farhsid Safi, Erhan Selcuk Haciomeroglu, 2016-05-19
Develop a deep understanding of mathematics by grasping the context and purpose behind various
strategies. This user-friendly resource presents high school teachers with a logical progression of



pedagogical actions, classroom norms, and collaborative teacher team efforts to increase their
knowledge and improve mathematics instruction. Explore strategies and techniques to effectively
learn and teach significant mathematics concepts and provide all students with the precise, accurate
information they need to achieve academic success. Combine student understanding of functions
and algebraic concepts so that they can better decipher the world. Benefits Dig deep into
mathematical modeling and reasoning to improve as both a learner and teacher of mathematics.
Explore how to develop, select, or modify mathematics tasks in order to balance cognitive demand
and engage students. Discover the three important norms to uphold in all mathematics classrooms.
Learn to apply the tasks, questioning, and evidence (TQE) process to ensure mathematics instruction
is focused, coherent, and rigorous. Gain clarity about the most productive progression of
mathematical teaching and learning for high school. Watch short videos that show what classrooms
that are developing mathematical understanding should look like. Contents Introduction Equations
and Functions Structure of Equations Geometry Types of Functions Function Modeling Statistics and
Probability Epilogue: Next Steps Appendix: Weight Loss Study Data References Index
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Graphing Calculator Strategies: Algebra Pamela H. Dase,
2006-12-04 Integrate TI Graphing Calculator technology into your algebra instruction with this
award-winning resource book. Perfect for grades 6-12, this resource includes lessons,
problem-solving practice, and step-by-step instructions for using graphing calculator technology.
238pp plus Teacher Resource CD with PDF files of the tables, templates, activity sheets, and student
guides for TI-83/84 Plus Family and TI-73 Explorer--Ebook Library public metadata view summary.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Glencoe Algebra 1 , 2001
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Common Core Mathematics in a PLC at Work TM, High
School Timothy D. Kanold, 2012-05-09 This teacher guide illustrates how to sustain successful
implementation of the Common Core State Standards for mathematics for high school. Discover
what students should learn and how they should learn it. Comprehensive research-affirmed analysis
tools and strategies will help you and your collaborative team develop and assess student
demonstrations of deep conceptual understanding and procedural fluency.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Teaching Secondary and Middle School Mathematics
Daniel J. Brahier, 2016-02-12 Teaching Secondary and Middle School Mathematics combines the
latest developments in research, standards, and technology with a vibrant writing style to help
teachers prepare for the excitement and challenges of teaching secondary and middle school
mathematics today. In the fully revised fifth edition, scholar and mathematics educator Daniel
Brahier invites teachers to investigate the nature of the mathematics curriculum and reflect on
research-based best practices as they define and sharpen their own personal teaching styles. The
fifth edition has been updated and expanded with a particular emphasis on the continued impact of
the Common Core State Standards for Mathematics and NCTM’s just-released Principles to Actions,
as well as increased attention to teaching with technology, classroom management, and
differentiated instruction. Features include: A full new Chapter 7 on selection and use of specific
tools and technology combined with Spotlight on Technology features throughout clearly illustrate
the practical aspects of how technology can be used for teaching or professional development.
Foundational Chapters 1 and 2 on the practices and principles of mathematics education have been
revised to build directly on Common Core State Standards for Mathematics and Principles to
Actions, with additional references to both documents throughout all chapters. A new Chapter 4
focuses on the use of standards in writing objectives and organizing lesson plan resources while an
updated Chapter 5 details each step of the lesson planning process. A fully revised Chapter 12
provides new information on teaching diverse populations and outlines specific details and
suggestions for classroom management for mathematics teachers. Classroom Dialogues features
draws on the author’s 35-year experience as an educator to present real-world teacher-student
conversations about specific mathematical problems or ideas How Would You React? features
prepares future teachers for real-life scenarios by engaging them in common classroom situations
and offering tried-and-true solutions. With more than 60 practical, classroom-tested teaching ideas,



sample lesson and activities, Teaching Secondary and Middle School Mathematics combines the best
of theory and practice to provide clear descriptions of what it takes to be an effective teacher of
mathematics.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Activating the Untapped Potential of Neurodiverse Learners
in the Math Classroom David Johnston, 2023-08-01 All students deserve access to a rich and
meaningful math curriculum. This book guides middle and high school teachers toward providing all
learners – including neurodiverse students – with the support necessary to engage in rewarding
math content. Students who receive special education services often experience a limited curriculum
through practices that create long-term disadvantages and increase gaps in learning. The tools and
strategies in this book help teachers better understand their students to move them closer to their
potential. Chapters include differentiation, assessment, classroom structure, and learning targets.
Both general education math teachers who have not been trained in special education support and
special education teachers with a limited background in standards-based math pedagogy will learn
new skills to improve their teaching from this practical resource.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: 100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable Teaching and
Learning (9-12) Marcia L. Tate, 2019-07-24 Use research- and brain-based teaching to engage
students and maximize learning Lessons should be memorable and engaging. When they are,
student achievement increases, behavior problems decrease, and teaching and learning are fun! In
100 Brain-Friendly Lessons for Unforgettable Teaching and Learning 9-12, best-selling author and
renowned educator and consultant Marcia Tate takes her bestselling Worksheets Don’t Grow
Dendrites one step further by providing teachers with ready-to-use lesson plans that take advantage
of the way that students really learn. Readers will find 100 cross-curricular sample lessons from
each of the eight major content areas: Earth Science, Life Science, Physical Science, English,
Finance, Algebra, Geometry, Social Studies Plans designed around the most frequently taught
objectives found in national and international curricula. Lessons educators can immediately replicate
in their own classrooms or use to develop their own. 20 brain-compatible, research-based
instructional strategies that work for all learners. Five questions that high school teachers should
ask and answer when planning brain-compatible lessons and an in-depth explanation of each of the
questions. Guidance on building relationships with students that enable them to learn at optimal
levels. It is a wonderful time to be a high school teacher! This hands-on resource will show you how
to use what we know about educational neuroscience to transform your classroom into a place
where success if accessible for all.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: Bringing the Common Core Math Standards to Life
Yvelyne Germain-McCarthy, Ivan Gill, 2014-11-20 Provides a clear explanation of the big shifts
happening in the classroom as a result of the Common Core State Standards Offers real examples
and detailed analyses of how exemplary teachers are using engaging strategies across the
curriculum Includes practical, ready-to-use tools you can take back to your classroom
  how to find area of algebra tiles: EHF Math Olympiad Solved Question Paper Class 9
(2016) EHF Learning Media Pvt Ltd, Top 10 teachers, This will help the aspirants to assess the
pattern of the real examination paper, practice and prepare for cracking the top ranks.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: 101+ Great Ideas for Introducing Key Concepts in
Mathematics Alfred S. Posamentier, Herbert A. Hauptman, 2006-05-12 Multiply math mastery and
interest with these inspired teaching tactics! Invigorate instruction and engage students with this
treasure trove of Great Ideas compiled by two of the greatest minds in mathematics. From
commonly taught topics in algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics, to more advanced
explorations into indirect proofs, binomial theorem, irrationality, relativity and more, this guide
outlines actual equations and techniques that will inspire veteran and new educators alike. This
updated second edition offers more proven practices for bringing math concepts to life in the
classroom, including 114 innovative strategies organized by subject area User-friendly content
identifying objective, materials, and procedure for each technique A range of teaching models,
including hands-on and computer-based methods Specific and straightforward examples with



step-by-step lessons Written by two distinguished leaders in the field-mathematician, author,
professor, university dean and popular commentator Alfred S. Posamentier, along with mathematical
pioneer and Nobel Prize recipient Herbert A. Hauptman-this guide brings a refreshing perspective to
secondary math instruction to spark renewed interest and success among students and teachers.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: The Nature and Role of Algebra in the K-14
Curriculum Center for Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Education, National Council of
Teachers of Mathematics and Mathematical Sciences Education Board, National Research Council,
1998-10-07 With the 1989 release of Everybody Counts by the Mathematical Sciences Education
Board (MSEB) of the National Research Council and the Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for
School Mathematics by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), the standards
movement in K-12 education was launched. Since that time, the MSEB and the NCTM have
remained committed to deepening the public debate, discourse, and understanding of the principles
and implications of standards-based reform. One of the main tenets in the NCTM Standards is
commitment to providing high-quality mathematical experiences to all students. Another feature of
the Standards is emphasis on development of specific mathematical topics across the grades. In
particular, the Standards emphasize the importance of algebraic thinking as an essential strand in
the elementary school curriculum. Issues related to school algebra are pivotal in many ways.
Traditionally, algebra in high school or earlier has been considered a gatekeeper, critical to
participation in postsecondary education, especially for minority students. Yet, as traditionally
taught, first-year algebra courses have been characterized as an unmitigated disaster for most
students. There have been many shifts in the algebra curriculum in schools within recent years.
Some of these have been successful first steps in increasing enrollment in algebra and in broadening
the scope of the algebra curriculum. Others have compounded existing problems. Algebra is not yet
conceived of as a K-14 subject. Issues of opportunity and equity persist. Because there is no one
answer to the dilemma of how to deal with algebra, making progress requires sustained dialogue,
experimentation, reflection, and communication of ideas and practices at both the local and national
levels. As an initial step in moving from national-level dialogue and speculations to concerted local
and state level work on the role of algebra in the curriculum, the MSEB and the NCTM co-sponsored
a national symposium, The Nature and Role of Algebra in the K-14 Curriculum, on May 27 and 28,
1997, at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.
  how to find area of algebra tiles: The Nature and Role of Algebra in the K-14 Curriculum
National Research Council, National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and Mathematical Sciences
Education Board, Center for Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Education, 1998-10-23 With the
1989 release of Everybody Counts by the Mathematical Sciences Education Board (MSEB) of the
National Research Council and the Curriculum and Evaluation Standards for School Mathematics by
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), the standards movement in K-12
education was launched. Since that time, the MSEB and the NCTM have remained committed to
deepening the public debate, discourse, and understanding of the principles and implications of
standards-based reform. One of the main tenets in the NCTM Standards is commitment to providing
high-quality mathematical experiences to all students. Another feature of the Standards is emphasis
on development of specific mathematical topics across the grades. In particular, the Standards
emphasize the importance of algebraic thinking as an essential strand in the elementary school
curriculum. Issues related to school algebra are pivotal in many ways. Traditionally, algebra in high
school or earlier has been considered a gatekeeper, critical to participation in postsecondary
education, especially for minority students. Yet, as traditionally taught, first-year algebra courses
have been characterized as an unmitigated disaster for most students. There have been many shifts
in the algebra curriculum in schools within recent years. Some of these have been successful first
steps in increasing enrollment in algebra and in broadening the scope of the algebra curriculum.
Others have compounded existing problems. Algebra is not yet conceived of as a K-14 subject. Issues
of opportunity and equity persist. Because there is no one answer to the dilemma of how to deal with
algebra, making progress requires sustained dialogue, experimentation, reflection, and



communication of ideas and practices at both the local and national levels. As an initial step in
moving from national-level dialogue and speculations to concerted local and state level work on the
role of algebra in the curriculum, the MSEB and the NCTM co-sponsored a national symposium, The
Nature and Role of Algebra in the K-14 Curriculum, on May 27 and 28, 1997, at the National
Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C.
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